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Prelude    “Praise” Ernst/Bach 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen. II Corinthians 13:14 

Call to Worship 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: God promises us justice, 
People: and teaches us persistence. 
Leader: God promises us compassion, 
People: and teaches us not to lose heart. 
Leader: God promises to be with us 
People: and teaches us to tend to each other. 
Leader: So let us worship our God of comfort and 
 challenge, 
People: We will offer prayers and praise to our God 

of hope and healing. 

*Opening Hymn
“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”   See p. 6 

The First Church in 
Albany (Reformed 

Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing 
in Ministry Today. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we 

are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming 

community. The First 
Church in Albany 

includes young and old, 
families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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Prayer of Confession  

 

God of our hopes and our hearts, 
You provide the gift of faith but we lose heart quickly. 
Troubles weaken our trust and 
disappointments eat away at our commitment. 
Forgive us and create in us clean hearts and in 
your love, give us peace and perseverance. Amen. 
 

Time of silence and reflection  
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Remember, the promise of the Apostle Paul declares: 
What will separate us from the love of Christ? Hardship? Distress? Peril or 
 sword? 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through the God who 
 loves us. 
Neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come 
 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
Let us rejoice that, no matter what is happening around us, 
 no matter what we have done, 
God’s deep love will never let us go. 
 

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 

(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 
Prayer for Illumination 

 

Inspiring God, by your Spirit,  
open our minds and hearts to receive your Word for today,  
whether it challenges or comforts us,  
so that we may live more faithfully as we follow Jesus Christ,  
your Living Word. Amen.  
 

Scripture Reading Genesis 32:22-31  
 

That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants 
and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent 
them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. So Jacob was 
left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak.  
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When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket 
of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the 
man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 
But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 
The man asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Jacob,” he answered. 
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because 
you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” 
Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 
But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. 
So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to 
face, and yet my life was spared.” 
The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of 
his hip. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Text Luke 18:1-8  

 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 
pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there was a widow in 
that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my 
adversary.’ 
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and 
attack me!’” 

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God 
bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, 
and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 
earth?” 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Sermon  “Thoughts and Prayers”  Neill S. Morgan  
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 
*Hymn of Response  “Be Thou My Vision”     See P. 7 
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Profession of Faith Rom. 8:1, 28, 38, 39 
 

We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; 
for we know that all things work together for good 
for those who love God, 
who are called according to God’s purpose . 
We are convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and 
 place it in the offering as it goes by.  

 
Offertory “Supplication”  Ernst/Bach 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love, hope, and healing to 
a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

9 

 

The Parable of the Unjust Judge 
Pieter de Grebber 
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Szépmûvészeti Múzeum, Budapest  
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*Sending Hymn  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above ” See p. 8 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude: “Rejoicing” Ernst/Bach

Note: Join us in downstairs in Zimmerman Hall for Coffee, Refreshments and 
Fellowship. There is also a meeting of the Soup & Sandwich Ministry 
Committee after worship. All are welcome!

Preacher: Rev. Neill Morgan
Liturgist: Becky Hudak
Organist: Gloria Norton
Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
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unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
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