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Prelude  
“Chorale Prelude on "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" 

(Ein' feste Burg ist unser Gott) 
Dietrich Buxtehude 

Two movements from "Fortresses:Variations 
on Ein' feste Burg" Joel Raney

(A Dark Fortress, A Peaceful Fortress) 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen. II Corinthians 13:14 

Call to Worship 

Leader: How I love your dwelling place, O God. 
People: How my soul yearns and pines for your 
 courts. 
Leader: My heart and flesh sing for joy to you, the 
 living God. 
People: Happiness belongs to those who live in 
 your house and can praise you all day long. 
All: Happy are those who put their trust in you! 

*Opening Hymn
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   See p. 6 

The First Church in 
Albany (Reformed 

Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing 
in Ministry Today. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we 

are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming 

community. The First 
Church in Albany 

includes young and old, 
families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
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Prayer of Confession  

 

It hurts us, O God, to admit the truths about ourselves, but, because we have 
found in you understanding, compassion, and forgiveness, we now freely tell 
the truth about our failings and our inability to be our best selves all the time. 
Like the Apostle before us, we have found ourselves doing what we least 
desired to do and powerless to change. And often when we do the right and 
loving thing, we discover  self-congratulations taking place. Stand by our 
trembling and frustrated hearts. Bring us again to that place of pardon and 
forgiveness, that we, too, might leave with a lightened and renewed spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Time of silence and reflection  
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Remember the words that Jesus used to summarize the two great 
commandments… , because they summarize the Torah and prophetic 
commands. 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
   (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 
Prayer for Illumination 

 

Help us to quiet our over-active minds, caught up planning the remainder of 
the day, dealing with our latest challenge, or remembering unfinished tasks, 
that more than any other we might hear your voice as Scripture is read.   
 

Scripture Reading Joel 2:23-32 
 

O children of Zion, be glad, 
    and rejoice in the Lord your God, 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication; 
    he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
    the early and the later rain, as before. 
The threshing floors shall be full of grain; 
    the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
I will repay you for the years 
    that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
    my great army that I sent against you. 
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You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied 
    and praise the name of the Lord your God, 
    who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel 
    and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 
Then afterward 
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
 your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
    your old men shall dream dreams, 
    and your young men shall see visions. 
Even on the male and female slaves, 
    in those days I will pour out my spirit. 

I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 
columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved, for in Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and 
among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Text Luke 18:9-14  

 

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt: 

 
“Two men went up to the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating 
his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than the other, for all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”  
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Sermon  “I Dream of A Church”  Rev. Eric Fagans  
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A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”     See P. 8 
 

Profession of Faith 8:14a, The Theological Declaration of Barmen, 1934 
 

“As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in 
the same way and with the same seriousness he is also God’s mighty claim 
upon our whole life…”    (Written by the confessing churches of Germany) 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and 
 place it in the offering as it goes by.  

 

Offertory “Pastorale”  M. A. Monnikendam 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love, hope, and healing to 
a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

*Sending Hymn  “Come Live in the Light”  See p. 10 
 

*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude:  Recessional on "Ein' feste Burg”  Jacob B. Weber 
 
Note: Join us in downstairs in Zimmerman Hall for Coffee, Refreshments and 
 Fellowship. All are welcome! 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
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Preacher: Rev. Eric Fagans 

Liturgist: Patti Lloyd 

Organist: David Vredenburg 

Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Guest Preacher, Rev. Eric Fagans 

Rev. Eric Fagans is a member of 
the Presbytery of Albany and a 
retired Presbyterian Minister. 
Rev. Eric lives with his wife 
Debbie in the South End 
neighborhood of Albany and is 
very involved in community 
outreach, including serving on 
the board of the Wizards 
Wardrobe, a tutoring program for 
elementary students In Albany 
NY. 

Wizard’s 

Wardrobe 

Albany NY 
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Prelude        
 “Chorale Prelude on "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"  
   (Ein' feste Burg ist unser Gott)       
    Dietrich Buxtehude  
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Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
 God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
 all.” Amen.   II Corinthians 13:14 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Leader: How I love your dwelling place, O God. 
People: How my soul yearns and pines for your 
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Leader: My heart and flesh sing for joy to you, the 
 living God. 
People: Happiness belongs to those who live in 
 your house and can praise you all day long. 
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REFORMATION SUNDAY
The early Dutch Reformed reformers were shaped by several core theological 
principles, drawn from the broader Protestant Reformation and specifically from 
Calvinist doctrine. 

These principles include:

1.  Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone): The belief that the Bible is the ultimate 
authority for faith and practice, surpassing tradition or Church teachings.

2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone): The doctrine that individuals are justified before God 
solely through faith in Jesus Christ, not by works or human effort.

3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone): Salvation is entirely a gift of God's grace, not 
something earned by human actions.

4. The Sovereignty of God: Emphasizing that God is the ultimate ruler over all 
creation and salvation, controlling all events for His divine purposes.

5.  Unconditional Election: The belief that God sovereignly chooses who will be 
saved, not based on any foreseen virtue or effort, but according to His divine 
will.

6.  Total Depravity: The view that human nature is completely fallen and incapable 
of coming to God without divine intervention.

7.  The Priesthood of All Believers: Every Christian has direct access to God 
through faith and is called to serve as a priest in their relationship with God.



8.  Covenantal Theology: The understanding that God's relationship with His 
people is based on covenants, especially emphasizing the continuity between 
the Old and New Testaments.

9. Predestination and Election: The doctrine that God has predestined some 
individuals to salvation (or, in some views, to damnation), which underscores 
God's sovereignty and grace.

These principles formed the theological foundation for the Dutch Reformed Church, 
emphasizing God's sovereignty, the centrality of Scripture, and salvation by grace 
through faith. They distinguished Dutch Reformed theology from other traditions 
and shaped its worship, doctrine, and church life.

~ Rev. Eric Fagans
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