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Prelude  “Chaconne”    Johann Pachelbel 
“Siciliano”  

 (from the Concerto in D minor, Opus 11, no.3) 
 Antonio Vivaldi (arr. J. S. Bach) 

“Prelude in D Major”  
Johann K.F. Fischer 

Three Movements from “Variations on Foundation”
Janet Linker 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen.   II Corinthians 13:14 

Call to Worship Psalm 145 

Leader: All of God’s ways are just; 
People: and all of God’s doings are kind. 
Leader: The Lord is near to all who call, 
People: to all who cry out in truth. 
Leader: God fulfils the desire of all who are truly 
reverent; 
People: God hears their cry, and saves them. 
Leader: My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord! 
People: May all flesh bless God’s holy name for 
ever and ever. 
Leader: Let us worship God! 

*Opening Hymn“How Firm a Foundation”   See p. 5 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in 

America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing 
in Ministry Today 

. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming 
and affirming community. 

The First Church in 
Albany includes young 

and old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Prayer of Confession Adapted from a prayer in the archive of the Revs. Tina 

 Kemp, Michael Mair, and Martin Ritchie 

When You created the world, Lord, You presented it to us as perfect - 

A place of growth and fruitfulness – 

but we misused it and left it broken and disjointed. 

When You breathed life into humanity You chose and cherished us. 

But we broke away from Your gentle arms and dismissed Your love. 

When You came to us, You wept with us, You suffered for us 

and You gave up Your all for us. 

But we forgot the vastness of Your sacrifice and took it for granted. 

We cannot fathom the scale and the nature of Your forgiveness 

Yet still we seek it and need it. And still You offer it. 

And so we humbly pray: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us! 
 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

 

For God so loved the world, he gave his only begotten son. Therefore, 
whoever believes shall not perish. So, we proclaim with Christians throughout 
the centuries a portion of the Apostle’s Creed:  
 

I believe in God the Father,  
maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, 
was crucified, dead, and was buried.  
He rose on the third day.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 
Prayer for Illumination 

 

Guide us, O God, 
by your Word and Spirit, 
that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find wisdom, 
and in your will discover your peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Sermon Text Haggai 2:1-9 

 

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of 
the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 

 
“Speak now to Zerubbabel 

son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say: Who is left among you 
who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not 
in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says 
the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take 
courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am with you, 
says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you 
came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says 
the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and 
the earth and the sea and the dry land, and I will shake all the nations, so that 
the treasure of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with splendor, 
says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says 
the Lord of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the 
former, says the Lord of hosts, and in this place I will give prosperity, says 
the Lord of hosts.”  

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon  Be Strong, Be Strengthened, Strengthen One Another   
    Rev. Paul Janssen  
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A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “O God of Earth and Altar”  see p. 6 
 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and 
 place it in the offering as it goes by.  

 

Offertory “Chant donné”  Maurice Duruflé 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 

*Sending Hymn  “We Shall Overcome”                       see p. 7 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude:  "Toccata" Girolamo Frescobaldi 
 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for light refreshments  (Coffee!) 
 and fellowship. All are welcome! 

Today’s Guest Preacher, Rev. Paul Janssen 
 
After growing up in Iowa and graduating from Central College, 
Rev. Paul Janssen headed east to New Brunswick and 
completed his M.Div. at New Brunswick Theological Seminary in 
1985. He and his wife Annette moved to Hackensack and served 
Third Reformed Church, adopted a son, and from there moved 
on to Pascack Reformed Church in Park Ridge, New Jersey, 
where they adopted a daughter and served the congregation for 
22 years, picking up a rescue pup along the way. Paul and 
Annette then moved to Somerville, New Jersey, where Paul 

served as Pastor of United Reformed Church for another 11 years. By December 
2024 both had retired from full-time work, and Paul, Annette, and Tucker moved to 
Selkirk. Selkirk, because his brother  - Rev. Dr. Allan Janssen, well known to First 
Church - had served First Reformed Church of Bethlehem for over 20 years, and the 
Capitol Region had become something like a second home.    

Preacher: Rev. Paul Janssen  

Liturgist: Trustee Ned Monthie 

 

Organist: David Vredenburg 

Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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