1 will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea afid the dryland

The First Church in Albany
(Reformed Church in
America)

Founded in 1642; Continuing
in Ministry Today

In response to God’s
unconditional love for all
people made known to us
in Jesus Christ, we are
called to be a welcoming
and affirming community.
The First Church in
Albany includes young
and old, families, couples
and singles, rich and
poor, persons of various
races, ethnicities,
backgrounds, sexual
orientation and gender
identities, differing
physical and mental
abilities, believers and
seekers. We welcome
into the full life of the
church all those whom
God sends us. Centered
in Christ, we commit
ourselves to breaking
down dividing walls and
building a community
where we are loved.

Prelude “Chaconne”  Johann Pachelbel
“Siciliano”
(from the Concerto in D minor, Opus 11, no.3)
Antonio Vivaldi (arr. J. S. Bach)
“Prelude in D Major”
Johann K.F. Fischer

Three Movements from “Variations on Foundation”
Janet Linker

Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.” Amen. Il Corinthians 13:14

Call to Worship Psalm 145

Leader: All of God’s ways are just;

People: and all of God’s doings are kind.
Leader: The Lord is near to all who call,

People: to all who cry out in truth.

Leader: God fulfils the desire of all who are truly
reverent;

People: God hears their cry, and saves them.
Leader: My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord!
People: May all flesh bless God’s holy name for
ever and ever.

Leader: Let us worship God!

*Opening Hymn“How Firm a Foundation” Seep.5



Prayer of Confession Adapted from a prayer in the archive of the Revs. Tina
Kemp, Michael Mair, and Martin Ritchie

When You created the world, Lord, You presented it to us as perfect -
A place of growth and fruitfulness —

but we misused it and left it broken and disjointed.

When You breathed life into humanity You chose and cherished us.
But we broke away from Your gentle arms and dismissed Your love.
When You came to us, You wept with us, You suffered for us

and You gave up Your all for us.

But we forgot the vastness of Your sacrifice and took it for granted.
We cannot fathom the scale and the nature of Your forgiveness

Yet still we seek it and need it. And still You offer it.

And so we humbly pray:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us!

Time of silence

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law

For God so loved the world, he gave his only begotten son. Therefore,
whoever believes shall not perish. So, we proclaim with Christians throughout
the centuries a portion of the Apostle’s Creed:

| believe in God the Father,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son,
was crucified, dead, and was buried.
He rose on the third day.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Guide us, O God,

by your Word and Spirit,

that in your light we may see light,

in your truth find wisdom,

and in your will discover your peace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sermon Text Haggai 2:1-9

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of

the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: “Speak now to Zerubbabel
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say: Who is left among you
who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not
in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says

the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take
courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; work, for | am with you,
says the LORD of hosts, according to the promise that | made you when you
came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says
the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, | will shake the heavens and
the earth and the sea and the dry land, and | will shake all the nations, so that
the treasure of all nations will come, and | will fill this house with splendor,
says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says

the LORD of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the
former, says the LORD of hosts, and in this place | will give prosperity, says
the LORD of hosts.”

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Be Strong, Be Strengthened, Strengthen One Another
Rev. Paul Janssen



A Prayer of Blessing on the Word
*Hymn of Response “O God of Earth and Altar” seep. 6

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and
place it in the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “Chant donné” Maurice Duruflé

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Sending Hymn “We Shall Overcome” seep. 7
*Charge & Blessing

Postlude: "Toccata" Girolamo Frescobaldi

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for light refreshments (Coffee!)
and fellowship. All are welcome!

Preacher: Rev. Paul Janssen Organist: David Vredenburg
Liturgist: Trustee Ned Monthie Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 Stephen Reohr

Today’s Guest Preacher, Rev. Paul Janssen

After growing up in lowa and graduating from Central College,
Rev. Paul Janssen headed east to New Brunswick and
completed his M.Div. at New Brunswick Theological Seminary in
1985. He and his wife Annette moved to Hackensack and served
Third Reformed Church, adopted a son, and from there moved
on to Pascack Reformed Church in Park Ridge, New Jersey,
where they adopted a daughter and served the congregation for
22 years, picking up a rescue pup along the way. Paul and
Annette then moved to Somerville, New Jersey, where Paul
served as Pastor of United Reformed Church for another 11 years. By December
2024 both had retired from full-time work, and Paul, Annette, and Tucker moved to
Selkirk. Selkirk, because his brother - Rev. Dr. Allan Janssen, well known to First
Church - had served First Reformed Church of Bethlehem for over 20 years, and the
Capitol Region had become something like a second home.
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THE WORD
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How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, ye saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, 1 am with thee, O be not dis-mayed,
3 “When through the deep wa - ters I call thee to go,
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als thy path - way shall lie,
5 “The soul that on Je - sus hath leaned for vre - pose,
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is laid for your faith in God's ex - cel-lent Word!
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
the riv - ers of sor - row shall not o - ver - flow;
my grace, all suf - fi - cient, shall be thy sup - ply;
I will not, I will not de - sert to its  foes;
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What more can be said than to you  God hath said,
rn strength - en thee, help thee, and cause thee +to stand,
for 1 will be  near thee, thy trou - bles to Dbless,
the flame shall not hurt thee; I on - ly de - sign
that soul, though all  hell should en - deav - or to shake,
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to you who for ref - uge to Je - sus have fled?
up -  held by my righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
and sanc - t - fy to thee thy deep - est dis - tress.
thy dross to «con-sume, and thy gold to re - fine.
I nev - er, no, nev - er, no, nev - er for - sake.”
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It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did so well into
the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems
especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5.

TEXT: “K” in John Rippons’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
MUSIC: American folk melody; Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt.

FOUNDATION
11.11.11.11



O God of Earth and Altar
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O God of earth and al = tar, look down and hear our Crys
Fremn  all  that  fer - ror teach ches, from  lies of pen  and tongue,
Tie in a liv - ing teth er  the prince and priest and thrall!
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"Our  earth - ly i - lers fal - ter, our peo - ple  drift  and die.
from  all the ea - &y gpeech - ez that gat - iz - fy the throang,
Bind all owr lives to - pgeth - er, smite us  and save  us all.
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The walls of gold em - tomb us, the swords of scomm  di - vide!
from =ale and prof -an - a - tionm  of hon - or and the sword,
In ire and ex - wlt a tiom, a flame with faith, and free,
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Take not thy thun - der from us, but take a - way our pride.
from sleep and from dam - ma - tion, de - liv - er s, good Lord!
Lift up a liv - ing na - tion, a gin - gle s=sword to thee!™



We Shall Overcome

African American Spiritual African American Spiritual
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We shall o - ver - come, we shall o - ver - come.
We are not a - fraid, we are not a - fraid.
God will see us through, God will see us through,
We'll walk hand in hand, We'll walk hand in hand,
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We shall o - ver - come some day!
We are not a - fraid to - day!
God will see us through to - day!
We'll walk hand in hand some - day.
o) I
)’ 4 1 1) K I
[] > ] | N I i
835 I * L  — - . ==
!J I \"""--..___,_..- = =
0, deep in my heart, I do be - lieve
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that we shall o - ver come some day.
(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact
a minister, the office or a member of
‘ ‘ST consistory. )
Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4 Sundays. Please let
the office or a ber of Consistory know if a needs to be
kept on after that.
as of 10.25.25
@ Indicates a new request
Current Joys & Concerns Ongoing Needs
’jl- For Zachary, son of Joy Smith, in the hospital. For Joy and sister « Olivia Gaydushek
_—_ Brie as they support him. + Mia Westman
ﬁ«. From our pantry family, Charles with some health concerns and « First Church, as it moves forward with a
Brenda grieving the death of her husband pastoral transition. For all that makes up that
« For Jane Shadwell, Becky Hudak’s sister-in-law, with a serious transition process.
diagnosis. For Becky's brother Cliff, as he supports his wife and « For areas recovering from natural disasters
they make treatment decisions together. like flooding, fires, earthquakes, etc.
« For Shirley Mockel, very dear friend of Marilyn Bradley, as she is « For war-torn places and area of conflict
once again being treated for cancer. throughout the world

Keith Curry, church sexton, for healing and recovery For the food insecure wrestling with loss of

benefits and for pantries and food banks as

: they try to fill the needs.
Glvg Thanks « For all the needs this Thanksgiving season.
May everyone feel God's comfort and care.

« For the contuing work of our transition team as they seek to fill
the position of transitional pastor and as they facilitate worship
and ministry in the meantime.



THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

(%) PANTRY '

CONSISTORY MTG.
JOINT BOARDS MTG.

) SOUP & SANDHKICHES!"! 11:30AM
IN CLEE PARK

CENTERING PRAYER NOON
IN THE POWELL RM

AA MEE"NG IN THE PARLOR  NOON

(@) PANTRY 9AM

(@) WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10AM
COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

(P

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT
WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org




TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

| DECEMBER 2025
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Consistory 5:30pmi
Joint Boards

6:30pm
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Indoor Communion Coffee Pantry Centering Soup & First Choir Zoom
Worship Sunday Hour 9am Prayer 12pm Sandwiches 1 2Pm KIDS Study
10am 1pm




11:30am = 1pm
.~ ’

Join us in the park for lunch. Fresh

L 3
EE ™ homemade soup and sandwiches.
_ ?R 5 Free to all. Caring for our neighbors.
R

If you would like to volunteer to serve
on a Wednesday, please contact
office@firstchurchinalbany.org

THE FIRST CHURCH
IN
ALBANY
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the pantry this
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We are asking for a few specific donation so that we can ensure that all of
the gift bags are consistent for our guests. You may bring these items to the
donation box in the Lobby. Monetary donations may be mailed to the church

or placed in the offering plate on Sunday. Please make sure to label the
envelope or check with “Thanksgiving Bags”

Ways to hel

« Stuffing (bag or box)

« 1 pound bag of white sugar
« Canned Green Beans

« Monetary donations
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