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Prelude    “Allegro Moderato” from Piano Sonata No. 10 
                               W.A. Mozart 
   
Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
 Amen.          II Corinthians 13:14 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: Surely God is our salvation; 
People: we will trust, and will not be afraid, 
Leader: for the Lord God is our strength and our might; 
People: God has become our salvation. 
Leader: Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done 
 gloriously; 
People: let this be known in all the earth. 

 

*Opening Hymn“Sing a New Song unto the Lord”    
                                     See p. #6 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Holy and merciful God, 
in your presence we confess 
our failure to be what you created us to be. 
You alone know how often we have sinned 
in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 
By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light 
and abide in your ways,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

Time of silence 
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In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made 
known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming 

and affirming 
community. The First 
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includes young and 

old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of 
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ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual 

orientation and 
gender identities, 

differing physical and 
mental abilities, 
believers and 
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into the full life of the 

church all those 
whom God sends us. 
Centered in Christ, we 
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breaking down 
dividing walls and 

building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life 
 has begun. 
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Lord, open our hearts and minds 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy 
what you say to us today. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

For I am about to create new heavens 
    and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I am creating, 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy 
    and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
    and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it 
    or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 
    an infant who lives but a few days 
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime, 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
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They shall not build and another inhabit; 
    they shall not plant and another eat, 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labor in vain 
    or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
    and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, 
    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
            says the Lord.  

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text Luke 21:5-19  
 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that 
you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all 
will be thrown down.” 
 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, 
for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’  
Do not go after them. 
 

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to 
them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom;

 
there will 

be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there 
will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, for I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated  
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by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your 
endurance you will gain your souls. 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon  When Things Fall Apart Rev. Neill S. Morgan  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  see p. 7 
 

Blessing of the Thanksgiving Bags (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith  
 

This is the good news which we have received,  
in which we stand, 
and by which we are saved, 
if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures, 
that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day, 
and that he appeared 
first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end; 
he is our Lord and our God. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “Andante Cantabile” from Piano Sonata No. 10 W.A. Mozart 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
  

 Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love, hope, and healing to 
 a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn  “How Firm a Foundation”                       see p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude:  "Allegretto" from the Piano Sonata # 10 W.A. Mozart 
 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for light refreshments  (Coffee!) 
 and fellowship. We will also be packing the Thanksgiving bags for our pantry 
 families! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This Week’s Guest Preacher 

 

Reverend Neill S. Morgan, a native of Maryland, spent most of 
his life in Texas and Colorado before returning to Maryland to 
serve Darnestown Presbyterian Church in 2017. He retired from 
there in 2024 and he and his wife Nancy moved to Delmar to be 
near most of their six grandchildren. In addition to more than 35 
years in parish ministry, he has worked brief stints as a 
development officer for his seminary, youth director, university 
chaplain, psychiatric hospital chaplain, consultant to troubled 
congregations, hay hauler, lifeguard, phlebotomist, and horse 
trainer. Neill plays and builds acoustic guitars and enjoys 
triathlon, fishing, hunting, riding his retired racehorse, and being 

outdoors. He and his wife Nancy have four daughters, twin granddaughters (17,) twin 
grandsons (11,) and two 2-year-old grandsons who are cousins to each other.  

Preacher: Rev. Neill S. Morgan  

Liturgist: Deacon Becky Hudak 

 

Pianist: Eugene Sit 

Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your 
endurance you will gain your souls. 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon  When Things Fall Apart Rev. Neill S. Morgan  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  see p. 7 
 

Blessing of the Thanksgiving Bags (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith  
 

This is the good news which we have received,  
in which we stand, 
and by which we are saved, 
if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures, 
that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day, 
and that he appeared 
first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end; 
he is our Lord and our God. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “Andante Cantabile” from Piano Sonata No. 10 W.A. Mozart 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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They shall not build and another inhabit; 
    they shall not plant and another eat, 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labor in vain 
    or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
    and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, 
    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
            says the Lord.  

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text Luke 21:5-19  
 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that 
you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all 
will be thrown down.” 
 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, 
for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’  
Do not go after them. 
 

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to 
them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom;

 
there will 

be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there 
will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, for I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated  
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life 
 has begun. 
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Lord, open our hearts and minds 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy 
what you say to us today. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

For I am about to create new heavens 
    and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I am creating, 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy 
    and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
    and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it 
    or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 
    an infant who lives but a few days 
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime, 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
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Prelude    “Allegro Moderato” from Piano Sonata No. 10 
                               W.A. Mozart 
   
Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
 Amen.          II Corinthians 13:14 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: Surely God is our salvation; 
People: we will trust, and will not be afraid, 
Leader: for the Lord God is our strength and our might; 
People: God has become our salvation. 
Leader: Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done 
 gloriously; 
People: let this be known in all the earth. 

 

*Opening Hymn“Sing a New Song unto the Lord”    
                                     See p. #6 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Holy and merciful God, 
in your presence we confess 
our failure to be what you created us to be. 
You alone know how often we have sinned 
in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 
By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light 
and abide in your ways,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

Time of silence 
  

 

The First Church in 
Albany (RCA) 

 

Founded in 1642;  
Continuing in  
Ministry Today 

. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made 
known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming 

and affirming 
community. The First 

Church in Albany 
includes young and 

old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of 
various races, 

ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual 

orientation and 
gender identities, 

differing physical and 
mental abilities, 
believers and 

seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those 
whom God sends us. 
Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down 
dividing walls and 

building a community 
where we are loved. 
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