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Christ the King Sunday 

Prelude  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
Alfred V. Fedak 

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  
Charles Villiers Stanford 

“Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  Healey Willan 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of  God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
Amen.          II Corinthians 13:14 

Call to Worship  (based on Psalm 2) 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen.
Leader: O where are kings and empires now, of old, once 
 grand, now gone?
People: Why do the nations so furiously rage 
 together? 
Leader:  Why do the peoples imagine a vain thing? 
People: The kings of the earth take counsel against 
 the Lord’s anointed:
Leader:  “Let us be free of submission to the King of 
 kings!”
People:  And God who rules the heaven laughs at 
 them.
Leader:  God sets the throne of the true King on a hill 
 outside the city wall.
People:  And God says: “You are my Son: today I have 

begotten you.” 
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unconditional love for 
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Leader:  Therefore be wise, you kings of the earth. 
People:  Be afraid, and rejoice before the Lord with trembling.   
Leader:  Let us worship God.  

 

*Opening Hymn   “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd”         See p. 6 
 

Prayer of Confession (from the archive of  Dr Alison Jack and Rev Andrew 
 Kimmitt, Church of Scotland) 

 

Living God, 
in the stillness of Your presence we know ourselves in new ways. 

We see more clearly where we have chosen the way of the world 

 rather than the way of Christ. 
We have compromised when we should have stood firm, 
 and judged others by standards to which we rarely hold ourselves. 

We have been quick to anger and slow to love. 
We have not lived as people who know the kingdom of God is among 
 them. 
And thus we have failed to offer the world a kingdom that is not of this 
 world, 
And left our neighbors to fend for themselves against the mighty on 
 their thrones. 
For this world’s sake, and for ours, we pray: Lord, have mercy on us! 
 

Time of silence 
  

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Who does not faint or grow weary, and whose understanding is unsearchable. 

The Lord gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.   
In Christ all our sins have been completely forgiven; 

Let us believe this Good News, and be at peace.  
 

And let us live, therefore, as a new people, with a righteous king:  
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. 

Let us love one another with deep familial affection. 
Let us outdo one another in showing honor.  
Let us rejoice in our hope, be patient in tribulation, and constant in prayer.  
Let us practice hospitality, and so fulfill the law of Christ our King. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
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Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see 
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through 
Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 23: 1-6  
 

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the Lord. Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of 
Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have 
scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on 
them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares 
the Lord. “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries 
where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where 
they will be fruitful and increase in number. I will place shepherds over them 
who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any 
be missing,” declares the Lord. 
 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 
In his days Judah will be saved 
    and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
    The Lord Our Righteous Savior. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text Luke 23: 33-43  
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by 
watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”

 
The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him,  
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saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your 
kingdom.”

 
He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon  “This Shall Be a Sign Unto You”    Rev. Paul G Janssen  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “A King Like No Other”  see p. 7 
 

Profession of Faith based on “Our Song of Hope”  
 

Our only hope is Jesus Christ. 
Being united to Christ’s humanity, 
we know ourselves when we rest in Him. 
The hope of God’s world is Jesus Christ. 
In His death, the justice of God is established; forgiveness of sin is 
proclaimed. 
On the day of the resurrection, death was defeated; new life had come. 
God’s purpose for the world was sealed. 
Now our ascended Lord gives hope for two ages. 
In the age to come, Christ is the judge, 
rejecting unrighteousness, isolating God’s enemies to hell,  
blessing the new creation in Christ. 
In this age, the Holy Spirit is with us, calling nations to follow God’s path, 
And uniting people through Christ in love.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory Variations on “At the Name of Jesus”  Alfred Fedak 
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After growing up in Iowa and graduating from 
Central College, Rev. Paul Janssen headed east 
to New Brunswick and completed his M.Div. at 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary in 1985. 
He and his wife Annette moved to Hackensack 
and served Third Reformed Church, adopted a 
son, and from there moved on to  

Pascack Reformed Church in Park Ridge, New 
Jersey, where they adopted a daughter and 
served the congregation for 22 years, picking up 
a rescue pup along the way. Paul and Annette 
then moved to Somerville, New Jersey, where 

Paul served as Pastor of United Reformed Church for another 11 years. By 
December 2024 both had retired from full-time work, and Paul, Annette, and 
Tucker moved to Selkirk. Selkirk, because his brother - Rev. Dr. Allan 
Janssen, well known to First Church - had served First Reformed Church of 
Bethlehem for over 20 years, and the Capitol Region had become something 
like a second home.  

 

Today’s Guest Preacher 
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Consecration Sunday Litany 
 

One: In the letter of James, we are reminded that, 
All: “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
 coming down from the Father of lights.” 
One: And so today, we remember the generous gifts you have bestowed on 
 us. 
All: And we respond to your generosity, O God, by being generous 
 ourselves. 
One: On this Consecration Sunday, we pledge to give back to you some of 
 what you have so generously given to us: 
All: Our time, talents, and tithes. 
 

Congregants are invited to walk up and place their pledges on the 
communion table while music is being played. A prayer will then be given 
over the pledges and the next fiscal year.  

 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Offertory Prayer for Consecration Sunday 
  

Gracious and loving God, we know that you call us to be stewards of Your 
abundance, the caretakers of all you have extravagantly entrusted to us. Help 
us to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. May our 
faithful stewardship show others a glimpse of the love of Christ in our lives. 
Amen.   

 

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

*Sending Hymn  “God of Grace and God of Glory”                       see p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  Marche Triomphale: “Now Thank We All Our God”   
    Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Preacher: Rev. Paul Janssen  

Liturgist: Audrey Ming 

Organist: Alfred Fedak 

Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for light refreshments  (Coffee!) 
 and fellowship.  
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Gracious and loving God, we know that you call us to be stewards of Your 
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us to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. May our 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
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*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  Marche Triomphale: “Now Thank We All Our God”   
    Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we 
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Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see 
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through 
Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 23: 1-6  
 

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the Lord. Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of 
Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have 
scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on 
them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares 
the Lord. “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries 
where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where 
they will be fruitful and increase in number. I will place shepherds over them 
who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any 
be missing,” declares the Lord. 
 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 
In his days Judah will be saved 
    and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
    The Lord Our Righteous Savior. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text Luke 23: 33-43  
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by 
watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”

 
The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him,  
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Leader:  Therefore be wise, you kings of the earth. 
People:  Be afraid, and rejoice before the Lord with trembling.   
Leader:  Let us worship God.  

 

*Opening Hymn   “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd”         See p. 6 
 

Prayer of Confession (from the archive of  Dr Alison Jack and Rev Andrew 
 Kimmitt, Church of Scotland) 

 

Living God, 
in the stillness of Your presence we know ourselves in new ways. 

We see more clearly where we have chosen the way of the world 

 rather than the way of Christ. 
We have compromised when we should have stood firm, 
 and judged others by standards to which we rarely hold ourselves. 

We have been quick to anger and slow to love. 
We have not lived as people who know the kingdom of God is among 
 them. 
And thus we have failed to offer the world a kingdom that is not of this 
 world, 
And left our neighbors to fend for themselves against the mighty on 
 their thrones. 
For this world’s sake, and for ours, we pray: Lord, have mercy on us! 
 

Time of silence 
  

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Who does not faint or grow weary, and whose understanding is unsearchable. 

The Lord gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.   
In Christ all our sins have been completely forgiven; 

Let us believe this Good News, and be at peace.  
 

And let us live, therefore, as a new people, with a righteous king:  
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. 

Let us love one another with deep familial affection. 
Let us outdo one another in showing honor.  
Let us rejoice in our hope, be patient in tribulation, and constant in prayer.  
Let us practice hospitality, and so fulfill the law of Christ our King. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
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Prelude     “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  
    Alfred V. Fedak 
   “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  
    Charles Villiers Stanford 
   “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  Healey Willan 
   

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of  God 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you  all.” 
 Amen.          II Corinthians 13:14 
 

Call to Worship  (based on Psalm 2) 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: O where are kings and empires now, of old, once 
 grand, now gone? 

People: Why do the nations so furiously rage 
 together?  
Leader:  Why do the peoples imagine a vain thing?  
People: The kings of the earth take counsel against 
 the Lord’s anointed: 

Leader:  “Let us be free of submission to the King of 
 kings!” 

People:  And God who rules the heaven laughs at 
 them. 
Leader:  God sets the throne of the true King on a hill 
 outside the city wall. 
People:  And God says: “You are my Son: today I have 
 begotten you.”  
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known to us in Jesus 
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into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
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