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The First Church in
Albany (RCA)

Founded in 1642;
Continuing in
Ministry Today

In response to God’s
unconditional love for
all people made
known to us in Jesus
Christ, we are called
to be a welcoming and
affirming community.
The First Church in
Albany includes young
and old, families,
couples and singles,
rich and poor, persons
of various races,
ethnicities,
backgrounds, sexual
orientation and gender
identities, differing
physical and mental
abilities, believers and
seekers. We welcome
into the full life of the
church all those whom
God sends us.
Centered in Christ, we
commit ourselves to
breaking down
dividing walls and
building a community
where we are loved.

Christ the King Sunday

Prelude “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
Alfred V. Fedak

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Charles Villiers Stanford
‘Rejoice, the Lord Is King” Healey Willan

Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Amen. Il Corinthians 13:14

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 2)

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made
heaven and earth. Amen.

Leader: O where are kings and empires now, of old, once
grand, now gone?

People: Why do the nations so furiously rage
together?

Leader: Why do the peoples imagine a vain thing?

People: The kings of the earth take counsel against
the Lord’s anointed:

Leader: “Let us be free of submission to the King of
kings!”

People: And God who rules the heaven laughs at
them.

Leader: God sets the throne of the true King on a hill
outside the city wall.

People: And God says: “You are my Son: today | have
begotten you.”



Leader: Therefore be wise, you kings of the earth.
People: Be afraid, and rejoice before the Lord with trembling.
Leader: Let us worship God.

*Opening Hymn  “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” Seep.6

Prayer of Confession (from the archive of Dr Alison Jack and Rev Andrew
Kimmitt, Church of Scotland)

Living God,

in the stillness of Your presence we know ourselves in new ways.

We see more clearly where we have chosen the way of the world
rather than the way of Christ.

We have compromised when we should have stood firm,
and judged others by standards to which we rarely hold ourselves.

We have been quick to anger and slow to love.

We have not lived as people who know the kingdom of God is among
them.

And thus we have failed to offer the world a kingdom that is not of this
world,

And left our neighbors to fend for themselves against the mighty on
their thrones.

For this world’s sake, and for ours, we pray: Lord, have mercy on us!

Time of silence

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law

Do you not know? Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth,

Who does not faint or grow weary, and whose understanding is unsearchable.
The Lord gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.

In Christ all our sins have been completely forgiven;

Let us believe this Good News, and be at peace.

And let us live, therefore, as a new people, with a righteous king:

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good.

Let us love one another with deep familial affection.

Let us outdo one another in showing honor.

Let us rejoice in our hope, be patient in tribulation, and constant in prayer.
Let us practice hospitality, and so fulfill the law of Christ our King.

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)
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Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through
Christ our Lord, Amen.

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 23: 1-6

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my
pasture!” declares the LORD. Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have
scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on
them, | will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares
the LORD. “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries
where | have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where
they will be fruitful and increase in number. | will place shepherds over them
who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any
be missing,” declares the LORD.

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“‘when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The LoRD Our Righteous Savior.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Text Luke 23: 33-43

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are

doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by
watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him,
“This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying,
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him,



saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your
kingdom.” He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon “This Shall Be a Sign Unto You” Rev. Paul G Janssen
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word
*Hymn of Response “A King Like No Other” seep. 7

Profession of Faith based on “Our Song of Hope”

Our only hope is Jesus Christ.

Being united to Christ’s humanity,

we know ourselves when we rest in Him.

The hope of God’s world is Jesus Christ.

In His death, the justice of God is established; forgiveness of sin is
proclaimed.

On the day of the resurrection, death was defeated; new life had come.
God’s purpose for the world was sealed.

Now our ascended Lord gives hope for two ages.

In the age to come, Christ is the judge,

rejecting unrighteousness, isolating God’s enemies to hell,

blessing the new creation in Christ.

In this age, the Holy Spirit is with us, calling nations to follow God’s path,
And uniting people through Christ in love.
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Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in
the offering as it goes by.

Offertory Variations on “At the Name of Jesus” Alfred Fedak



Consecration Sunday Litany

One: In the letter of James, we are reminded that,

All: “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights.”

One: And so today, we remember the generous gifts you have bestowed on
us.

All: And we respond to your generosity, O God, by being generous
ourselves.

One: On this Consecration Sunday, we pledge to give back to you some of
what you have so generously given to us:

All: Our time, talents, and tithes.

Congregants are invited to walk up and place their pledges on the
communion table while music is being played. A prayer will then be given
over the pledges and the next fiscal year.

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer for Consecration Sunday

Gracious and loving God, we know that you call us to be stewards of Your
abundance, the caretakers of all you have extravagantly entrusted to us. Help
us to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. May our
faithful stewardship show others a glimpse of the love of Christ in our lives.
Amen.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our debts, as we

hallowed be thy name, forgive our debtors.

thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation,

thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom, and the

Give us this day our daily bread. power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Sending Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” seep. 8

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude Marche Triomphale: “Now Thank We All Our God”
Sigfrid Karg-Elert
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Preacher: Rev. Paul Janssen Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,

Liturgist: Audrey Ming Stephen Reohr

Organist: Alfred Fedak CCLI License #463379: One License #A-700689

JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb  2/4
and Shepherd
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1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shep-herd. You, Lord, are both
2 Clothed in light up - on  the moun-tain, stripped of might up -

3 You, who walk each day be - side wus, sit in pow -er
4 Wor - thy is our earth - ly Je - sus! Wor-thy is our
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prince and slave. You, peace-mak - er and  sword-bring - er
on the cross, shin - ing in e - ter - nal glo - ry,
at God’s side. You, who preach a way that's nar - row,
cos - mic Christt Wor - thy your de - feat and vic - tory;
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of the way you took and gave. You, the ev - er - last - ing
beg-gared by a sol - dier's toss, you, the ev - er-last - ing
have a love that reach - es wide. You, the ev - er - last - ing

wor - thy still your peace and strife. You, the ev - er - last - ing
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in - stant; you, whom we both scorn and crave.
in - stant; you who are both gift and  cost.
in - stant; you, who are our pil - grim guide.
in - stant; you, who are our death and life.

When it was first published, the author called this text “Christus Paradox,” because so many attributes of
Christ stand in tension with each other. Mindful of the works of Seren Kierkegaard, she drafted it on a
commuter bus after “a particularly bad day” of prison ministry.

TEXT: Syl\/ia G. Dunstan, 1984 PICARDY
MUSIC: French melody, 17th cent. 8.7.8.7.8.7
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. (alternate harmonization, 347)



A King Like No Other

Words and Music © 2021

n | Rev. Paul G. Janssen
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Christ is safe - guard - ed in Beth - le - hem's man - ger
Christ is en - throned on the laugh - ter of chil - dren,
Christ is low - borne on the back of a don - key,
Christ is re - vered on a Cross on a hill - side;
Christ is a - live in the hearts of the hum - ble,
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arm - ored in swadd - ling cloths, nest - led in hay.
slight ing friends' coun - sel, he bids them come near.
seat - ed a - top a can - tank - er - ous throne.
on - ly his - clos - et - com - pan - ions re - main.
turn - ing the tab - les on mon - ey and might,
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Born in  the shad - ows, he nurs - es on Ma - ry,
Great - er than fan - fares of trum - pets or cym - bals,
"Help us!" the crowd cries, with fickk - le al - le - giance,
Pow - ers that be - make no note of his mur - der:
claim - ing his place as a King line no oth - er,
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far from a pal - ace, by kings cast a - way.
lit - tle ones' voic - es fill Christ's  heart with cheer.
soon, they will leave him, for - sak - en, a - lone.
just that a poor rab - ble rous - er was slain.
lift - ing the low - ly to dance with de - light.

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for light refreshments

and fellowship.

(Coffee!)




THE CHURCH

307 God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on thy peo - ple

2 Lo! the hosts of e - wvil round us scorn thy Christ, as -
3 Cure thy chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na-tion to the e - vils

| )
DT e e e e =

1T o ]

=
=

—— — e

G i 4 = I I ’:

o * i‘ ) ‘
pour thy power; crown thine an - cient chur - ch’s  sto - ry; bring its
sail his ways! From the fears that long have bound us free our
thy con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish  glad-ness, rich in
we de-plore. Let the gift of thy sal - va-tion be our
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bud to  glo-rious flower. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
things and poor in soul. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing  of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing  of these days.
lest we miss thy king-dom’s goal, lest we miss thy king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing thee whom we a - dore, serv-ing thee whom we a - dore.
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This stirring hymn used at the opening of Riverside Church in New York in 1930 was penned by its widely-
known and influential pastor, and it has gained a firm place in English-language hymnals around the world.
The Welsh tune name honors the Rhondda Valley in Glamorganshire.

TEXT: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930, alt.
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907

CWM RHONDDA
8.7.8.7.8.7.7



Praveny

Current Joys & Concerns
A » For the family of Rich Hoffman who mourn his loss. Rich was the

as of 11.20.25

brother of Karen Van Epps’ late first husband, and uncle to Tara
and Scott. May they know God’s comfort.

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact
a minister, the office or a member of
consistory. )

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4 Sundays. Please let

the office or a member of Consistory know if a concemn needs to be
kept on after that.

Indicates a new request
®

‘Jl,\' First Church, as it has confirmed the hiring of our
transitional pastor, Rev. Dr. Mark Mast, who begins on
November 24.

gy For Sarah, niece of Glenn and Kathleen Claydon, who is in the « For areas recovering from natural disasters like
hospital with a sudden health concern. flooding, fires, earthquakes, etc. ,
™ We rejoice with Jane Shadwell, Becky Hudak’s sister-in-law. « For war-torn places and areas of conflict throughout

Tests show no sign of cancer at this time. They will continue to
monitor her health out of an abundance of caution.

« For the work of Sexton Keith Curry these last 6 years.
« For Zachary, son of Joy Smith, in the hospital. For Joy and sister

Brie as they support him.

« From our pantry family, Charles with some health concerns and

Brenda grieving the death of her husband

« For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and for her

husband Kent as he supports her.

« For Shirley Mockel, very dear friend of Marilyn Bradley, as she is

once again being treated for cancer.

Ongoing Needs

« Olivia Gaydushek
« Mia Westman

the world

« For the food insecure wrestling with loss of benefits,
and for pantries and food banks as they try to fill the
needs.

« For all the needs this Thanksgiving season. May
everyone feel God’s comfort and care.

GiveThanks

« We give thanks for the prayerful, diligent work of our
transitional team as they searched and interviewed
candidates for the transitional pastor role. For the work
of scheduling all of our guest preachers and
musicians in this time. We appreciate the pastoral care
this work provided to a congregation in the midst of

change. Your work blessed us all.

Today’s Guest Preacher

After growing up in lowa and graduating from
Central College, Rev. Paul Janssen headed east
to New Brunswick and completed his M.Div. at
New Brunswick Theological Seminary in 1985.
He and his wife Annette moved to Hackensack
and served Third Reformed Church, adopted a
son, and from there moved on to

Pascack Reformed Church in Park Ridge, New
Jersey, where they adopted a daughter and
served the congregation for 22 years, picking up
a rescue pup along the way. Paul and Annette
then moved to Somerville, New Jersey, where
Paul served as Pastor of United Reformed Church for another 11 years. By
December 2024 both had retired from full-time work, and Paul, Annette, and
Tucker moved to Selkirk. Selkirk, because his brother - Rev. Dr. Allan
Janssen, well known to First Church - had served First Reformed Church of
Bethlehem for over 20 years, and the Capitol Region had become something
like a second home.




SOUR &xS\ANDWICHES

Join us in the park for lunch. Fresh
™ homemade soup and sandwiches.
Free to all. Caring for our neighbors.

If you would like to volunteer to serve
on a Wednesday, please contact
office@firstchurchinalbany.org
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If you are crafty and knit or crochet,
consider making simple hats, scarves
and mittens to donate. We have a
basket by Cleeo, our Nipper Dog, in
the Sanctuary Lobby where items
can be placed. We also thankfully
accept store-bought items to hand
out. These can be left on the table in
the workroom.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

I DECEMBER 2025

1 2 3 4 5 6
74 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
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28 29 30 31

Prayer Shawl
Mtg. 11:30am

DLS Time
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Consistory 5:30pm
Joint Boards
6:30pm
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Thanksglvmg Weathervanes Greens
Dlst"butlon The First Church in Albany w/break_
Day 12:30pm fast 9am
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24 arz 25 m @@ ¢ 27 8 29
Stewardship
Sunday 7
w/ Luncheon FOCUS Board OfficelClosedl Office Closed

Mtg. 6:30pm
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Indoor Communion Coffee Pantry Centering Soup & AA First Choir Zoom
Worship Sunday Hour 9am Prayer 12pm Sandwiches 12pm KIDS Study
10am 1pm
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(@) PANTRY h 9M

FOCUS BOARD MTG.(NOT ON SITE) 6:30PM

(G5 SOuP & SANDHICHES! 11:30AM
IN CLEE PARK

¢ - CENTERING PRAYER NOON

N IN THE POWELL RM

" AAMEETING  INTHEPARLOR  NOON

&P mranksguing .

PANTRY AND OFFICE CLOSED }‘t&

) OFFICE CLOSED

) WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10AM
COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT
WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449
www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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