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Sunday, November 30 2025, 10am

The First Church in

Albany (RCA) First Church Welcomes Rev. Dr. Mark Mast!
Founded in 1642; Prelude ‘Awake, the Voice Commands” J.S. Bach
Continuing in )
Ministry Today Tolling of Bell

In response to God’s  Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing
unconditional love for

all people made “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
known to us in Jesus and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Christ, we are called to Amen. Il Corinthians 13:14

be a welcoming and

affirming community. Call to Worship
The First Church in

Albany includes young Leader: Wake up; wake up! The day of God is near.
and old, families, People: We do not know the hour, so we will live like
couples and singles, the time is here and now. God is here, now!
rich and poor, persons Leader: Let us go to the house of our Living God.
of various races, People: We journey with all peoples of all creeds.
backgiggllvccligezexual Leader: Let us go and bask in Holy Wisdom’s warmth
orientation and gender Peggil:ﬁ.sso that we can learn her ways and choose her
p’,‘,,’yeg,-ﬁgfz’n‘;’,’f,ﬂfg’,'}tga, Leader: To enter the house of God, we must wake up to
abilities, believers and the nightmare of hate and violence; all oppression must
seekers. We welcome cease.
into the full life of the People: We will beat our weapons into tools for love.
church all those whom We will take the walls we raise against the stranger
God sends us. and build a house where all can live in peace.

Centered in Christ, we
commit ourselves to
breaking down dividing
walls and building a
community where we
are loved.




Advent Anthem “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Seep.5
Lighting of the Advent Candle
*Opening Hymn “With Joy | Heard My Friends Exclaim” Seep. 6

Prayer of Confession

O God,

we are steeped in a world of violence. War is one of the first things we
learn, and we let it work its way into our lives. Your promises of peace
sound like impossible dreams, and we become accustomed to cruelty.
Forgive us. Wrest our weapons from our hands,

and show us how beautiful life can be when you forge them into
instruments of peace. Amen.

Time of silence

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law

Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of
her womb? As a mother comforts her child, so will | comfort you, says the
Lord. Isaiah 49:15; 66:13

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Unexpected God,

your advent alarms us. Wake us from drowsy worship, from the sleep that
neglects love, and the sedative of misdirected frenzy. Awaken us now to your
coming, and bend our anger into your peace. Amen.

Scripture Reading Psalm 122

| was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of

the Lord!”
Our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem—-built as a city

that is bound firmly together.
To it the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord,



as was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of
the Lord.
For there the thrones for judgment
were set up,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls
and security within your towers.”
For the sake of my relatives and
friends
| will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of
the Lord our God,
| will seek your good.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Text Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come He shall judge between the nations
the mountain of the LORD’s house and shall arbitrate for many

shall be established as the highest of peoples;

the mountains they shall beat their swords into
and shall be raised above the hills; plowshares

all the nations shall stream to it. and their spears into pruning

Many peoples shall come and say, hooks;
“Come, let us go up to the mountain  nation shall not lift up sword against

of the LORD, nation;
to the house of the God of Jacob, neither shall they learn war any
that he may teach us his ways more.
and that we may walk in his paths.” O house of Jacob,
For out of Zion shall go forth come, let us walk
instruction in the light of the LORD!
and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon “On the Path to Peace” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word



Profession of Faith Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, and is seated at the right hand of

creator of heaven and earth. the Father.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only He will come again to judge the living
Son, our Lord. and the dead.
He was conceived by the power of | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Spirit the holy catholic Church?*,
and born of the Virgin Mary. the communion of saints,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, the forgiveness of sins,
was crucified, died, and was buried. the resurrection of the body,
He descended to the dead. and the life everlasting. Amen.

On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in
the offering as it goes by.

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offertory “Song Without Words, Op. 102 No.2” F. Mendelssohn

*Offertory Prayer

For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you, gracious God.
Accept, we pray, not just this money but also our lives freely offered in
gratitude for all you have done for us. Use them both, in this place and
wherever you might take us. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The handheld mic will be walked around to those who would like to say a joy
or concern out loud.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our debts, as we
hallowed be thy name, forgive our debtors.

thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom, and the
Give us this day our daily bread. power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.



*Sending Hymn “O God of Every Nation” seep. 8
*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “November—In the Troika

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 82
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1 Come, thou long - ex - pect-ed Je - sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo - ple to de-liv - er, borna child and yet a king,
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let wus find our rest in thee.

born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is-rael’s strength and con-so - la - tion, hope of all the earth thou art;

By thine own e - ter-mnal Spir - it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev - ery na - tion,joy of ev - ery long-ing heart.
by thine all - suf-fi - cient mer - it raise us to thy glo-rious throne.
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With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent

season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”). Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744

HYFRYDOL
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

8.7.8.7.D
(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)
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PSALM 122

235 With Joy I Heard My Friends Exclaim

GONFALON ROYAL LM

The Psalter, 1912; alt. - Percy C. Buck, 1918

L

| i 3 i

0 —
o e ——— ——_— { ] I—d—j—'

.L‘j(__d__g_ ] i & .

1. With  joy I heard my friends ex - claim, “Come, let us
2. How beau-ti - ful doth Zi - on  stand, A cit -y
3. They come to learn the will of  God, To pay their
4. For Zi - on’s ‘peace let prayer be  made; May all that
5. For love of friends and kin - dred dear, My  heart’s de -
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in God’stem - ple meet”; With - in "thy gates, O  Zi - on blest,
built com - pact and fair; The peo - ple of the Lord u-nite
vows, God’s grace to own, For there is judg - ment’sroy - al seat,
love thee pros - per welll With - in thy walls let peace a-bide,
sire i Zi - on’s peace, And for thehouse of God, the Lord,
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Shall ev - er standour  will-ing feet.

With joy and praise to wor-ship there.
Mes - si - ah’s sure and  last-ing throne.
And glad-ness with thy  chil-dren dwell.

My lov - ing care shall nev-er cease. Al - le-lu ia!
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Music: From the Revised Church Hymnary 1927. Used by permission of Oxford University Press,



ADVENT EXPECTATION

61 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Words: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, K6ln, 1710; tr. Composite, P.D.
Music (VENI EMMANUEL 8.8.8.8 refrain 8.8): French processional, 15th c., adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1854, P.D.
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

of Every Nation

/56
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10 God of ev -ery na - tion, of ev - ery race and land,

2 From search for wealthand pow - er and scorn of truth and right,

rat - tling

re - deem the whole cre - a
from trust in bombs that
from fear of
when ha -tred and di - vi -

show - er
sa -
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tion with your al - might-y

3 Lord, strength-en those who la - bor that all may find re - lease
4 Keep bright in wus the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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de-struc-tion through the night,
ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;

sion give way to love and peace,
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Where hate and fear di - vide us
from pride of race and sta-tion and
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, your

and
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bit - ter threats are hurled,

blind-ness to your way,
still small voice be

heard;

in

till dawns the morn-ing glo-rious when truth and jus - tice reign
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love and mer-cy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.
de - liv - er ev-ery na - tion, e - ter-nal God, we pray.
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic-to - rious o’er all the world’s do - main.
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If we truly believe that God cares for all people, we cannot limit our prayers and songs for peace to the
welfare of our own nation, no matter how much we may love it. This challenging text is set to a stirring
Welsh tune, named for a hamlet with a prominent Baptist chapel.

TEXT: William W. Reid Jr., 1958, alt.

MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; Liwybrau Moliant, 1872; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
Text © 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)

LLANGLOFFAN
7.6.7.6.D



Welcome to our new Transitional Minister
Rev. Dr. Mark Mast

Rev. Mast received his Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry from
Western Theological Seminary. He has served as a called or
transitional minister at Fort Washington Collegiate Church, Reformed
Church of New Paltz, Hopewell Reformed Church, Trinity Reformed
Church and Twin Lakes Reformed Church. He is currently working on
his Chaplain Board Certification at Albany Medical Center. He brings
passion for preaching, community engagement, pastoral care as well as
other skills. Rev. Mast is married to Jill Mast who works as a special
education teacher working specifically with children with autism in
grades 3-5.

Rev. Mast started at FICA on Monday, Nov. 24, 2025 and will lead us
through the Advent season and beyond. We are excited to have him
join us during this time. We will have a special coffee hour on
December 7, 2025 to welcome Rev. Mast to FICA.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,

Liturgist: Peter Pagerey Stephen Reohr
Pianist: Eugene Sit CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689



Praveny

as of 11.20.25

Current Joys & Concerns

\ﬁ: For the family of Rich Hoffman who mourn his loss. Rich was the
~~  brother of Karen Van Epps’ late first husband, and uncle to Tara
~and Scott. May they know God’s comfort.

(f » For Sarah, niece of Glenn and Kathleen Claydon, who is in the

" hospital with a sudden health concern.

RS We rejoice with Jane Shadwell, Becky Hudak’s sister-in-law.

>/ Tests show no sign of cancer at this time. They will continue to

monitor her health out of an abundance of caution.

« For the work of Sexton Keith Curry these last 6 years.

« For Zachary, son of Joy Smith, in the hospital. For Joy and sister
Brie as they support him.

« From our pantry family, Charles with some health concerns and
Brenda grieving the death of her husband

« For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and for her

husband Kent as he supports her.

For Shirley Mockel, very dear friend of Marilyn Bradley, as she is

once again being treated for cancer.

Ongoing Needs

« Olivia Gaydushek
« Mia Westman

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact
a minister, the office or a member of

consistory. )

Note: Prayer concems will be kept on the list for 4 Sundays. Please let
the office or a of Consistory know if a needs to be
kept on after that.

Indicates a new request
0

‘/ﬁ,\" First Church, as it has confirmed the hiring of our
=¥ transitional pastor, Rev. Dr. Mark Mast, who begins on
November 24.
« For areas recovering from natural disasters like
flooding, fires, earthquakes, etc.
« For war-torn places and areas of conflict throughout
the world
« For the food insecure wrestling with loss of benefits,
and for pantries and food banks as they try to fill the
needs.
« For all the needs this Thanksgiving season. May
everyone feel God's comfort and care.

GiveThanks

« We give thanks for the prayerful, diligent work of our
transitional team as they searched and interviewed
candidates for the transitional pastor role. For the work
of scheduling all of our guest preachers and
musicians in this time. We appreciate the pastoral care
this work provided to a congregation in the midst of
change. Your work blessed us all.

Poinsettias
Christmas Eve is just around the corner! We have ordered a limited
number of 12” potted poinsettias for the Sanctuary. We would like

Wednesday, December 21.

to continue the tradition of designating a memorial or honorarium
to be listed in the bulletin for Christmas Eve.

If you wish to designate a memorial to be listed, please email the office at
fciaofficemanager@gmail.com or call 518-463-4449 with your designation by

There is a suggested donation of $30 a plant and any offering toward their
cost would be a blessing. Make checks payable to First Church in Albany
(Note: Poinsettias) and mail them to First Church in Albany, 110 North Pearl
St., Albany NY 12207 or drop them in the offering, marked attention “office”.
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

PANTRY 9AM

PRAYER SHAWL MTG. 11:30AM

SOUP & SANDWICHES!!! 11:30AM
IN CLEE PARK

CENTERING PRAYER NOON
IN THE POWELL RM

AA MEETING IN THE PARLOR NOON

o 9AM
_SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
- COMMUNION SUNDAY
WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10AM

COFFEE HOUR N ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

; FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT
I 3 WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG : '

s
The First Church in Albany
110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207

518-463-4449
www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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