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First Church Welcomes Rev. Dr. Mark Mast! 

 
 

Prelude     “Awake, the Voice Commands” J.S. Bach
    
Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
 Amen.          II Corinthians 13:14 
 

Call to Worship   
 

Leader: Wake up; wake up! The day of God is near. 
People: We do not know the hour, so we will live like 
 the time is here and now. God is here, now! 
Leader: Let us go to the house of our Living God. 
People: We journey with all peoples of all creeds. 
Leader: Let us go and bask in Holy Wisdom’s warmth 
People: so that we can learn her ways and choose her 
 paths. 
Leader: To enter the house of God, we must wake up to 
 the nightmare of hate and violence; all oppression must 
 cease. 
People: We will beat our weapons into tools for love. 
 We will take the walls we raise against the stranger 
 and build a house where all can live in peace.  

 
 

 

 

The First Church in 
Albany (RCA) 

 

Founded in 1642;  
Continuing in  
Ministry Today 

. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made 
known to us in Jesus 

Christ, we are called to 
be a welcoming and 
affirming community. 
The First Church in 

Albany includes young 
and old, families, 

couples and singles, 
rich and poor, persons 

of various races, 
ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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Advent Anthem  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”         See p. 5 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
 

*Opening Hymn  “With Joy I Heard My Friends Exclaim” See p. 6 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

O God, 
we are steeped in a world of violence. War is one of the first things we 
learn, and we let it work its way into our lives. Your promises of peace 
sound like impossible dreams, and we become accustomed to cruelty. 
Forgive us. Wrest our weapons from our hands, 
and show us how beautiful life can be when you forge them into 
instruments of peace. Amen. 
 

Time of silence 
  

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of 
her womb? As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you, says the 
Lord.  Isaiah 49:15; 66:13  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Unexpected God, 
your advent alarms us. Wake us from drowsy worship, from the sleep that 
neglects love, and the sedative of misdirected frenzy. Awaken us now to your 
coming, and bend our anger into your peace. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Psalm 122  
 

I was glad when they said to me, 
   “Let us go to the house of     
   the Lord!” 
Our feet are standing 
   within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 Jerusalem—built as a city 
     that is bound firmly together. 
 To it the tribes go up, 
     the tribes of the Lord, 
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as was decreed for Israel, 
   to give thanks to the name of     
   the Lord. 
For there the thrones for judgment    
   were set up, 
   the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
   “May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls 
   and security within your towers.” 
For the sake of my relatives and  

     friends 
    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
 For the sake of the house of  
     the Lord our God, 
    I will seek your good. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text Isaiah 2:1-5  
 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon  “On the Path to Peace ”     Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

 

In days to come 
    the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
    Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction 
    and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations 
    and shall arbitrate for many 
peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning 
hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation; 
    neither shall they learn war any 
more. 
O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only    
  Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of  
  the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of   
  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living    
  and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Profession of Faith Apostles Creed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Offertory “Song Without Words, Op. 102 No.2” F. Mendelssohn 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you, gracious God. 
Accept, we pray, not just this money but also our lives freely offered in 
gratitude for all you have done for us. Use them both, in this place and 
wherever you might take us. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  
 

 The handheld mic will be walked around to those who would like to say a joy 
 or  concern out loud. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
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Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  

Liturgist: Peter Pagerey 

Pianist: Eugene Sit 

Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Rev. Mast received his Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry from 
Western Theological Seminary.  He has served as a called or 
transitional minister at Fort Washington Collegiate Church, Reformed 
Church of New Paltz, Hopewell Reformed Church, Trinity Reformed 
Church and Twin Lakes Reformed Church.  He is currently working on 
his Chaplain Board Certification at Albany Medical Center.  He brings 
passion for preaching, community engagement, pastoral care as well as 
other skills.  Rev. Mast is married to Jill Mast who works as a special 
education teacher working specifically with children with autism in 
grades 3-5. 
 
Rev. Mast started at FICA on Monday, Nov. 24, 2025 and will lead us 
through the Advent season and beyond.  We are excited to have him 
join us during this time.  We will have a special coffee hour on 
December 7, 2025 to welcome Rev. Mast to FICA. 
 
 

 

Welcome to our new Transitional Minister 
Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
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*Sending Hymn  “O God of Every Nation”                       see p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  “November—In the Troika 
 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments. 
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