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Prelude                                             “Amazing Grace”             Jean Langlais (1907-1991)  

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing  
             

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Grace to 
 you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Call to Worship  
 

 Leader: The Lord shines forth with radiant glory! 
 People: We gather on the mountaintop to behold our King. 
 Leader: Jesus, the Light of the World, illuminates our hearts and our path. 
 People: As we hear the Father's voice, "This is my beloved Son," we   
  listen to him. 
 All: Let us worship the Lord in his glory!  
 
*Opening Hymn       “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise“#12             ST. DENIO 
                                                    See p. 6 

 

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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Call to Confession: 
 

Jesus said: Nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, 
nor is anything secret that will not come to light. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

Prayer of Confession  
 

God of compassion, 
in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, 
but we turn away, distracted by our own plans. 
We confess that we speak when we should listen, 
and act when we should wait. 
Forgive our aimless enthusiasms. 
Grant us wisdom to live in your light 
and to follow in the way of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

Time of silence and reflection 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

The one who calls light out of darkness 
now shines in our hearts to reveal the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
       

Prayer for Illumination 
 

God of shining splendor, 
your voice makes the earth tremble in wonder. 
Overshadow us with your Spirit 
so that we may hear your Word  
and live as faithful disciples 
and covenant people; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading Exodus 24:12-18  
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I 
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 
have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, 
and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, 
“Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with 
you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire 
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty 
days and forty nights. 

 

    Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text  Matthew 17:1-9 The Transfiguration 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 
Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up 
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he 
was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do 
not be afraid.” And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone. 
 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Sermon title  Religious but not Spiritual         Rev. Neill Morgan 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

Hymn of Response ”Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud” #11  
    ABERYSTWYTH 
    See p. 7
                                   

Tithes & Offerings  
 

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    
   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  
   it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory Prelude on  “Aberystwyth”  Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)  
 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Offertory Prayer 
  

 God is the giver of every good gift, pouring out grace upon grace on us  and 
 our world. We give back a portion of those gifts in humility and  thanksgiving. 
 Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn  “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” #662 RATISBON
    See p. 8 

 

*Charge & Blessing 
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A LINK TO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE. 
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Postlude “Pasticcio” Jean Langlais

Today’s organ Prelude and Postlude were composed by the great Parisian 

organist Jean Langlais. Blind from birth, he became one of the 20 th century’s 

leading organ composers. Langlais composed his setting of “Amazing Grace” 

after hearing the hymn sung in Notre Dame Cathedral by Joan Baez. His wife 

Marie-Louise transcribed the composer’s Braille manuscript into conventional 

notation for publication.  

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

Preacher: Rev. Neill Morgan 
Liturgist: Elder Zachary Morton
 Organist: Alfred Fedak 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss, 
 Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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Postlude “Pasticcio” Jean Langlais 

 
 

 

Today’s organ Prelude and Postlude were composed by the great Parisian 

organist Jean Langlais. Blind from birth, he became one of the 20 th century’s 

leading organ composers. Langlais composed his setting of “Amazing Grace” 

after hearing the hymn sung in Notre Dame Cathedral by Joan Baez. His wife 

Marie-Louise transcribed the composer’s Braille manuscript into conventional 

notation for publication.  

 
 
 
 

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!  

 

 

Preacher: Rev. Neill Morgan  

Liturgist: Debbie Anderson 

Organist: Alfred Fedak 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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Sermon title  Religious but not Spiritual         Rev. Neill Morgan 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

Hymn of Response ”Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud” #11  
    ABERYSTWYTH 
    See p. 7
                                   

Tithes & Offerings  
 

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    
   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  
   it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory Prelude on  “Aberystwyth”  Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)  
 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Offertory Prayer 
  

 God is the giver of every good gift, pouring out grace upon grace on us  and 
 our world. We give back a portion of those gifts in humility and  thanksgiving. 
 Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn  “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” #662 RATISBON
    See p. 8 

 

*Charge & Blessing 
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A LINK TO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE. 
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Scripture Reading Exodus 24:12-18  
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I 
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 
have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, 
and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, 
“Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with 
you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire 
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty 
days and forty nights. 

 

    Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text  Matthew 17:1-9 The Transfiguration 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 
Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up 
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he 
was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do 
not be afraid.” And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone. 
 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Call to Confession: 
 

Jesus said: Nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, 
nor is anything secret that will not come to light. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

Prayer of Confession  
 

God of compassion, 
in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, 
but we turn away, distracted by our own plans. 
We confess that we speak when we should listen, 
and act when we should wait. 
Forgive our aimless enthusiasms. 
Grant us wisdom to live in your light 
and to follow in the way of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

Time of silence and reflection 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

The one who calls light out of darkness 
now shines in our hearts to reveal the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
       

Prayer for Illumination 
 

God of shining splendor, 
your voice makes the earth tremble in wonder. 
Overshadow us with your Spirit 
so that we may hear your Word  
and live as faithful disciples 
and covenant people; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prelude                                             “Amazing Grace”             Jean Langlais (1907-1991)  

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing  
             

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Grace to 
 you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Call to Worship  
 

 Leader: The Lord shines forth with radiant glory! 
 People: We gather on the mountaintop to behold our King. 
 Leader: Jesus, the Light of the World, illuminates our hearts and our path. 
 People: As we hear the Father's voice, "This is my beloved Son," we   
  listen to him. 
 All: Let us worship the Lord in his glory!  
 
*Opening Hymn       “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise“#12             ST. DENIO 
                                                    See p. 6 

 

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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