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First Sunday of Lent 

Prelude      “Dirge”   Anonymous, Arr. Alfred Fedak (1953) 
“O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Sin” 

 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

Lenten Preparation 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 32 
Leader: Blessed are those whose transgression is forgiven and whose
  sin is covered.
People: They are happy for the Lord declares them "not guilty"
  and there is no deception in their hearts.
Leader: Let us worship and rejoice in the One who is our hiding place  

and our refuge in times of trouble.

*Opening Hymn     “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing“ #475   NETTELTON 
  See p. 6 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Most merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ was tempted in every way, 
yet without sin, we confess before you that we have sinned; we have 
hungered after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised with 
evil; we have doubted your power to protect us. Forgive our lack of 
faith; have mercy on our weakness. Restore in us such love and trust 
that we may walk in your ways and delight in doing your will.  

Time of silence and reflection 

Assurance of Pardon 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us.         -Psalm 103:8, 10-12  

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
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Prayer for Illumination 

God of mercy, your word was the sure defense of Jesus in his time of testing. 
Minister to us in the wilderness of our temptation, that we who have been set 
free from sin by Christ may serve you well into life everlasting. Amen.  

Sermon Text  Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if 
you will bow down and worship me.” 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’” 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon title “Alternative Lifestyle: Boundaries”     Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

Hymn of Response ”Lord Who Throughout these Forty Days” #166 
ST. FLAVION 

See p. 7 
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Tithes & Offerings  

 

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    
   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  
   it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “Jesus in the Desert”  James Biery (b. 1956) 
 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Offertory Prayer 
  

 God, we pray for generous hearts. Help us to give freely and joyfully, knowing 
 that everything we have is a gift from you. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #275 EIN’ FESTE BURG
    See p. 8 

 

*Charge & Blessing 
 
Postlude “Grand Jeu (from Suite du premier ton)”  
    Denis Bédard (b. 1950) 

 

In addition to being the first Sunday in Lent, today is also the 294
th
 anniversary of 

George Washington’s birth. Our opening musical selection was composed for 
Washington’s funeral in 1799.  Al Fedak’s organ arrangement was composed 

earlier this month as part of his WE THE PEOPLE, a cycle of revolutionary war-
era readings and organ pieces commemorating USA 250. The work will be 

published later this spring by The Leupold Foundation of Colfax, North Carolina.  
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A LINK TO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE. 
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Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!  

 

 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  

Liturgist: Deacon Deborah Anderson 

Organist: Alfred Fedak 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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Prayer for Illumination 
 

God of mercy, your word was the sure defense of Jesus in his time of testing. 
Minister to us in the wilderness of our temptation, that we who have been set 
free from sin by Christ may serve you well into life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Sermon Text  Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 
 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: 
 

 “‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
 the test.’” 
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if 
you will bow down and worship me.” 
 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’” 
 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon title  “Alternative Lifestyle: Boundaries”     Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

Hymn of Response ”Lord Who Throughout these Forty Days” #166  
    ST. FLAVION  
    See p. 7 
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 

Most merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ was tempted in every way, 
yet without sin, we confess before you that we have sinned; we have 
hungered after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised with 
evil; we have doubted your power to protect us. Forgive our lack of 
faith; have mercy on our weakness. Restore in us such love and trust 
that we may walk in your ways and delight in doing your will.  

 

Time of silence and reflection 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us.         -Psalm 103:8, 10-12  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 
Children’s Message & Blessing 
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The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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