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Prelude “Amazing Grace”    Jean Langlais (1907-1991)  

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Grace to 
you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Call to Worship inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5

Leader: What does the Lord require of you?
People: To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly  
  with our God.
Leader: What does God command of us?
People: To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all

  our mind, and all our strength, and to love our neighbor 
     as ourselves.
Leader: God does not call us to ease or to comfort.
People: But to presence, abundance, and grace in our struggle.
Leader: Let us worship the God who believes in us, and trusts in us, 

  and abides with us.
People: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, but will 

  be beside us every step of the way.

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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*Opening Hymn            “For the Beauty of the Earth”  #14          DIX 
    See p. 7  
 

Call to Confession: 
 

Holy God, 
we do not deserve to be in your dwelling place. We have not led a blameless 
life. We have not done what is right in your sight  or spoken the truth that you 
have sealed in our hearts. We have done evil to both those we love and to 
those we refuse to love as we should. We have not been faithful stewards of 
that which we have been blessed and have hoarded that which should be 
shared with the least of these. Hear our cry, God of our hope, as we confess 
that which weighs us down… 

 

Prayer of Confession Unison (inspired by Psalm 15) 
 

Redeeming God, 
save us from our foolishness and guide us to your wisdom. 
Gather us in your righteousness and redemption. Forgive us for we are 
seeking your light and your salvation. Cleanse us of our brokenness 
that we might do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
you.  Amen. 
 

Time of silence and reflection 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Because we are not worthy to enter God’s dwelling, God came to dwell with 
us through the body and being of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  
Christ came to be with us, amongst us, and for us. Hear the good news of the 
Gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
       

Prayer for Illumination 
 

O God, 
you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. Fill 
all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful promises 
to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, we may 
become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading Micah 6:1-8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text  1 Corinthians 1:18-31  
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

 
For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

 

Hear what the Lord says: 
    Rise, plead your case before the  
 mountains, and let the hills hear  
 your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the case of 
 the Lord, and you enduring 
 foundations of the earth,  
for the Lord has a case against his 
 people, and he will contend with 
 Israel. 
O my people, what have I done to 
 you? In what have I wearied you? 
 Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of 
 Egypt 
and redeemed you from the house of 
 slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what 
 King Balak of Moab devised, 
    what Balaam son of Beor    
    answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to 
 Gilgal, 
    that you may know the saving acts 
 of the Lord.” 
 

“With what shall I come before 
 the Lord and bow myself before 
 God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt 
 offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with 
 thousands of rams, with ten 
 thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my 
 transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of  
 my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is 
 good, 
    and what does the Lord require of 
 you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
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Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, so that no one  
might boast in the presence of God. In contrast, God is why you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

Sermon title  “Clowning Around”  Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
 

Hymn of Response “Now Thank We All Our God” #643 NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 
                                                          See p. 8 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

Profession of Faith - (Inspired by the Belhar Confession)  
 

 Leader: We believe in the triune God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, who 
  gathers, protects and cares for his Church by his Word and his Spirit, as  
  He has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.  
 People: We believe in one holy, universal Christian Church, the  
  communion of saints called from the entire human family. 
  We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 
  Church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with 
  God and with one another. That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 
  obligation for the Church of Jesus Christ.  
 Leader: This unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a 
  variety of ways: in that we love one another; that we experience, practice 
  and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give  
  ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one  
  another;  
 People: that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and  
  one mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are  
  baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup,  
  confess one Name; are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and 
  share one hope. 
 ALL: To the one and only God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, be the 
  honor and the glory for ever and ever. 
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Tithes & Offerings  
 

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    
   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  
   it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “For the Beauty of Each Hour”  Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953) 
   

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Offertory Prayer 
  

 God is the giver of every good gift, pouring out grace upon grace on us and 
 our world. We give back a portion of those gifts in humility and thanksgiving. 
 Amen.  
 

~ The Sacrament of  Communion ~  

 

Meaning of the Sacrament 
 

Invitation  
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

The Mystery of Faith 
 

Christ has died! 

Christ has risen! 

Christ will come again! 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
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Intercession

Prayers offered 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Sending Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” #339  SLANE 
(from Hymns, Psalms & Special Songs) 

See p. 9

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Pasticcio” Jean Langlais

Today’s organ Prelude and Postlude were composed by the great Parisian organist 
Jean Langlais. Blind from birth, he became one of the 20 th century’s leading organ 
composers. Langlais composed his setting of “Amazing Grace” after hearing the hymn 
sung in Notre Dame Cathedral by Joan Baez. His wife Marie-Louise transcribed the 
composer’s Braille manuscript into conventional notation for publication. 

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
Liturgist: Ned Monthie
Organist: Alfred Fedak 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss, 
 Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Today’s Hymns are found in the Glory to God Hymnal unless otherwise noted.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    
   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  
   it in the offering as it goes by. 
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in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
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Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, so that no one  
might boast in the presence of God. In contrast, God is why you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

Sermon title  “Clowning Around”  Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
 

Hymn of Response “Now Thank We All Our God” #643 NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 
                                                          See p. 8 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

Profession of Faith - (Inspired by the Belhar Confession)  
 

 Leader: We believe in the triune God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, who 
  gathers, protects and cares for his Church by his Word and his Spirit, as  
  He has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.  
 People: We believe in one holy, universal Christian Church, the  
  communion of saints called from the entire human family. 
  We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 
  Church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with 
  God and with one another. That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 
  obligation for the Church of Jesus Christ.  
 Leader: This unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a 
  variety of ways: in that we love one another; that we experience, practice 
  and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give  
  ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one  
  another;  
 People: that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and  
  one mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are  
  baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup,  
  confess one Name; are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and 
  share one hope. 
 ALL: To the one and only God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, be the 
  honor and the glory for ever and ever. 
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Scripture Reading Micah 6:1-8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text  1 Corinthians 1:18-31  
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

 
For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

 

Hear what the Lord says: 
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 mountains, and let the hills hear  
 your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the case of 
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 of the Lord.” 
 

“With what shall I come before 
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 thousands of rams, with ten 
 thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my 
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    and to walk humbly with your God? 



2 

 

 

*Opening Hymn            “For the Beauty of the Earth”  #14          DIX 
    See p. 7  
 

Call to Confession: 
 

Holy God, 
we do not deserve to be in your dwelling place. We have not led a blameless 
life. We have not done what is right in your sight  or spoken the truth that you 
have sealed in our hearts. We have done evil to both those we love and to 
those we refuse to love as we should. We have not been faithful stewards of 
that which we have been blessed and have hoarded that which should be 
shared with the least of these. Hear our cry, God of our hope, as we confess 
that which weighs us down… 

 

Prayer of Confession Unison (inspired by Psalm 15) 
 

Redeeming God, 
save us from our foolishness and guide us to your wisdom. 
Gather us in your righteousness and redemption. Forgive us for we are 
seeking your light and your salvation. Cleanse us of our brokenness 
that we might do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
you.  Amen. 
 

Time of silence and reflection 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Because we are not worthy to enter God’s dwelling, God came to dwell with 
us through the body and being of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  
Christ came to be with us, amongst us, and for us. Hear the good news of the 
Gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
       

Prayer for Illumination 
 

O God, 
you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. Fill 
all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful promises 
to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, we may 
become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen. 
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Prelude “Amazing Grace”           Jean Langlais (1907-1991)  
      
Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing  
             

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Grace to 
 you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Call to Worship inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5 
 

 Leader: What does the Lord require of you? 

 People: To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly   
      with our God. 
 Leader: What does God command of us? 

 People: To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all 
         our mind, and all our strength, and to love our neighbor  
         as ourselves. 
 Leader: God does not call us to ease or to comfort. 
 People: But to presence, abundance, and grace in our struggle. 
 Leader: Let us worship the God who believes in us, and trusts in us,  
         and abides with us. 
 People: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, but will  
         be beside us every step of the way. 

 
 

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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