The First Church in Albany

February 8, 2026, 10am

DO JUSTICE,
LOVE KINDNESS,
WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR

The First Church in Albany (RCA)

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old,
families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved.

Prelude ‘Amazing Grace” Jean Langlais (1907-1991)

Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Grace to
you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Call to Worship inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5

Leader: What does the Lord require of you?

People: To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with our God.

Leader: What does God command of us?

People: To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all
our mind, and all our strength, and to love our neighbor
as ourselves.

Leader: God does not call us to ease or to comfort.

People: But to presence, abundance, and grace in our struggle.

Leader: Let us worship the God who believes in us, and trusts in us,
and abides with us.

People: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, but will
be beside us every step of the way.



*Opening Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” #14 DIX
Seep.7

Call to Confession:

Holy God,

we do not deserve to be in your dwelling place. We have not led a blameless
life. We have not done what is right in your sight or spoken the truth that you
have sealed in our hearts. We have done evil to both those we love and to
those we refuse to love as we should. We have not been faithful stewards of
that which we have been blessed and have hoarded that which should be
shared with the least of these. Hear our cry, God of our hope, as we confess
that which weighs us down...

Prayer of Confession Unison (inspired by Psalm 15)

Redeeming God,

save us from our foolishness and guide us to your wisdom.

Gather us in your righteousness and redemption. Forgive us for we are
seeking your light and your salvation. Cleanse us of our brokenness
that we might do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with

you. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

Because we are not worthy to enter God’s dwelling, God came to dwell with
us through the body and being of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

Christ came to be with us, amongst us, and for us. Hear the good news of the
Gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen!

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

O God,

you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. Fill
all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful promises
to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, we may
become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen.
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Scripture Reading Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the LORD says: and what happened from Shittim to
Rise, plead your case before the Gilgal,
mountains, and let the hills hear that you may know the saving acts
your voice. of the LORD.”
Hear, you mountains, the case of
the LORD, and you enduring “With what shall | come before
foundations of the earth, the LORD and bow myself before
for the LORD has a case against his God on high?
people, and he will contend with Shall | come before him with burnt
Israel. offerings, with calves a year old?
O my people, what have | done to Will the LORD be pleased with
you? In what have | wearied you? thousands of rams, with ten
Answer me! thousands of rivers of oil?
For | brought you up from the land of Shall | give my firstborn for my
Egypt transgression,
and redeemed you from the house of the fruit of my body for the sin of
slavery, my soul?”
and | sent before you Moses, He has told you, O mortal, what is
Aaron, and Miriam. good,
O my people, remember now what and what does the LORD require of
King Balak of Moab devised, you
what Balaam son of Beor but to do justice and to love kindness
answered him, and to walk humbly with your God?

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Text 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who
believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
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Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised
in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, so that no one
might boast in the presence of God. In contrast, God is why you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Leader: The Word of the Lord
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon title “Clowning Around” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast
Hymn of Response “Now Thank We All Our God” #643 NUN DANKETALLE GOTT
See p. 8

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

Profession of Faith - (Inspired by the Belhar Confession)

Leader: We believe in the triune God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, who
gathers, protects and cares for his Church by his Word and his Spirit, as
He has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.

People: We believe in one holy, universal Christian Church, the
communion of saints called from the entire human family.

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the
Church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with
God and with one another. That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an
obligation for the Church of Jesus Christ.

Leader: This unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a
variety of ways: in that we love one another; that we experience, practice
and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give
ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one
another;

People: that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and
one mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are
baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup,
confess one Name; are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and
share one hope.

ALL: To the one and only God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, be the
honor and the glory for ever and ever.



Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First
Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place
it in the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “For the Beauty of Each Hour” Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

God is the giver of every good gift, pouring out grace upon grace on us and
our world. We give back a portion of those gifts in humility and thanksgiving.
Amen.

~ The Sacrament of Communion ~
Meaning of the Sacrament
Invitation

Communion Prayer

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

The Mystery of Faith

Christ has died!
Christ has risen!
Christ will come again!

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Bread and Cup



Intercession
Prayers offered

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Sending Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” #339 SLANE
(from Hymns, Psalms & Special Songs)
Seep. 9

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Pasticcio” Jean Langlais

Today’s Hymns are found in the Glory to God Hymnal unless otherwise noted.

Today’s organ Prelude and Postlude were composed by the great Parisian organist
Jean Langlais. Blind from birth, he became one of the 20 th century’s leading organ
composers. Langlais composed his setting of “Amazing Grace” after hearing the hymn
sung in Notre Dame Cathedral by Joan Baez. His wife Marie-Louise transcribed the
composer’s Braille manuscript into conventional notation for publication.

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,
Liturgist: Ned Monthie Stephen Reohr
Organist: Alfred Fedak CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689




CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

For the Beauty of the Earth
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o)

=

:

=

.

‘ fa?

In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymmn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North Ametica, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoirt, 1864, alt.

MUSIC: Conrad Kecher, 1838; abr, William Henry Monk, 1861, harm. The Engfish Hymnal, 1906
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THANKSGIVING

643 Now Thank We All Our God
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Although this hymn is often used on large and festive occasions, its first two stanzas had much humbler
beginnings: they originated as a family table prayer during the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). These words
have been associated with this tune since the mid-17th century.

TEXT: Martin Rinkart, ¢. 1636; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Criiger, 1647; harm. Felix Mendelssohn, 1840

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
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339

Ancient Irish poem
Trans. Mary E. Byrne, 1905
Vers. Eleanor Hull, 1912; alt.

Be Thou My Vision

SLANE 10.10.9.1
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Irish ballad
Harm. David Evans, 1927
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1. Be Thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2. Rich - es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
3. Be Thou my wis - dom, and Thou my true word;
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Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Thou and  Thou on - ly, first in my heart,
Heart of my own /[‘heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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Wak - ing or sleep - ing, Thy pres - ence my light
Great God of heav - en, my trea - sure Thou art.
Still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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Music: Harmonization from the Revised Church Hymnary 1927. Uscd by permission of Oxford University Press.
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Praver:=

Current Joys & Concerns

. For all those impacted by the cold and winter
weather.

. For Holly Allen, recently hospitalized with a serious
illness and is now home recovering

. For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene

. For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her

GiveThanks

&) . Forthe Food Pantries of the Capital District and
their efforts in partnership with many pantries like
ours, to provide delivery for those who are not able
to physically get to their pantry.

. For our coming together in worship, and the to
praise God
. The Church of today, and the Church of the future.

Indicates a new
request

Ongoing Needs

. Olivia Gaydushek

. Mia Westman

« For our broken world, may the example of
Jesus Christ lead us all to choose our
words and actions from hearts of love and
justice

- For the food insecure wrestling with loss of
benefits, and for pantries and food banks
as they try to fill the needs

. For all those impacted by mass-shooting
incidents, for peace and comfort

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4
Sundays. Please let the office or a member of
ans:gtory know if a concern needs to be kept on
after that

SOUP &\SANDWICHES

Join us in the park for lunch. Fresh
™ homemade soup and sandwiches.
Free to all. Caring for our neighbors.

If you would like to volunteer to serve
on a Wednesday, please contact
offlce@flrstchurchlnalbany org

ALBANY

PEOPL g AND o
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
MARCH 2026 (
. Fa 2026 Winter Olympics
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123 456 17 ‘ riaa eprua
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Ash Wednesday, @ Vi y
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 February 18 MILAON'Y(")‘OSSRTIQA 2026 through
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 e
29 3031 oY Saturday, February 22
1 3| &= 2 4|ue. 5 6 7
Ak WIFI Project v -
af FOCU S begins ¥ Soup&  centering 5
CHURCHES OF ALBANY Sandwiches prayer —
Combined Winter 2 11:30am  12pm Sl
Worship Service at
Westminster Prayer @
Presbt. 10am Shawl Mtg \ﬂgﬂs% Mtg.
No service at FCIA Groudhog Day 11:30em =P 19:m
£k ? 8 9 |ur. 10| & e M| 2. 12 13
4 N [ §
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Warap Communion Pantry sandwiches Cametnd | ey
10am . 9am 11:30am 12pm 9am
E K DS
e (Y, @
3ok Coslo jiond e B . A
Play 2pm 12:30pm 12pm =
16 | iz, 17 @ 18| wee. 19 20 21
* B * ngl)f': | [ R £
4 S 12 tIKE -
PRESIDENT'S | Pantry Tizoam . o Pantry K=
= DAY = gam'M 10am
Office Closed % ;
W 23| e, 24| & 225 we. 26 27 28
% ~N - A | | | [y >
Indoor ¥ Sar?gsv?c?\es Centering ! E "€ &
P TIKE %
Wf%":" Pgazrtnry 11:30am 1'2;‘,’;,’ P;:;\"V = B.EHJ
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Hour 4 ,‘i’\gm
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== Indoor Comﬁmion Céffee Pantry Centering Soup & AA First Zoom
) D Wx:)rship Sunday Hour 9am Prayer 12pm Sandwiches 12pm KIDS Study
10am 1pm

Information as of 1.21.26. Calendar subject to updates.
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cacoar | E8 EBRUARY
OF EVENTS 2026\

THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

E\ PANTRY

. 9AM
~ CONSISTORY 5:30PM
{ED SOUP & SANDWICHES 11:30AM
“ IN CLEE PARK
CENTERING PRAYER NOON
IN THE POKWELL RM
AA MEETING INTHE PARLOR  NOON

WEATHERVANES
IN ZIMMERMAN HALL  12:30PM

| PANTRY = 9AM

10AM

WWORSHIE SANCTUARY 10AM
> COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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