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The First Church in Albany (RCA)

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old,
families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved.

Second Sunday of Lent

Prelude ‘And When from Death I'm free, I'll Sing On”
WONDROUS LOVE
“You Are the Way” DUNDEE
Alfred V. Fedak (b, 1953)

Introit “The Call” (from Five Mystical Songs)
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Kelly Bird, Soloist

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:

Such a Way, as gives us breath: Such a Joy as none can move:
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: Such a Love as none can part:
Such a Life as killeth death. Such a Heart as joys in love.

Come, my Light, my Feast,
my Strength:
Such a Light as shows a feast:

Such a Feast as mends in length: George Herbert (1593-1633)
Such a Strength as makes his guest.



Tolling of Bell
Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing
Lenten Preparation

Call to Worship Psalm 121:1

Leader: | lift my eyes up to the mountains, from where does my help
come?

People: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and
earth.

Leader: We look not to the mountains or valleys, even heaven or
earth,

People: For God is found among us.

Leader: Wherever two or three are gathered in Christ’'s name,

People: God is here among us.

Leader: Come, let us worship the God of Creation, the God of People,
the God of Community.

People: Let us follow Jesus, for Jesus is The Way. Let us worship
together in faith.

*Opening Hymn “To God Be the Glory“#634 TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Seep. 6

Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Forgiving Lord, we have fallen short time and time again. You have
given us your word, both in scripture and in Son, you have promised us
your presence, both in Spirit and in community, and you have graced us
with your kingdom, both in teaching and in service. Even so, we
neglect, ignore, and reject your purposes for us. We do not love what
you love. We do not embrace what you embrace. We do not defend what
you have called us to defend. Have mercy on us, O God of all ages past
and all hope for years to come. Forgive us for what we do and what we
fail to do. In Jesus Christ, now and forevermore. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. -John 3:16-17

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing



Prayer for lllumination

God of amazing compassion, lover of our wayward race, you bring to birth a
pilgrim people and call us to be a blessing for ourselves and all the world. As we
hear your word, we pray you give us the courage to step on this holy path,
confident in the radiant life that is your plan for us, made known and given in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sermon Text John 3:10-17

Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon title “Alternative Lifestyle: All Means All” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

Profession of Faith — Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, He ascended into heaven,

creator of heaven and earth. and is seated at the right hand of the
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  Father.

our Lord. He will come again to judge the living
He was conceived by the power of and the dead.

the Holy Spirit | believe in the Holy Spirit,
and born of the Virgin Mary. the holy catholic Church*,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, the communion of saints,
was crucified, died, and was buried.  the forgiveness of sins,
He descended to the dead. the resurrection of the body,

On the third day he rose again. and the life everlasting. Amen.



Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First
Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place
it in the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “How Can | Keep from Singing?”  Arr. Alfred V. Fedak
Kelly Bird, soloist

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

God is the giver of every good gift, pouring out grace upon grace on us and our
world. We give back a portion of those gifts in humility and thanksgiving. Amen.

~The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper~
Meaning of the Sacraments

Invitation

Eucharistic Hymn “One Bread, One Body” #530 ONE BREAD, ONE BODY
Seep. 8

Communion Prayer

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

The Mystery of Faith:
Christ has died!

Christ has risen!
Christ will come again!



Words of Institution
Distribution of Communion
Prayer of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Sending Hymn “What Wondrous Love is This? #215 WONDROUS LOVE
Seep. 9

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Fugue on the Kyrie” (from Mass for the Parishes)
Francois Couperin (1668-1733)

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

cottee
hour

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,
Liturgist: Katherine Monthie Stephen Reohr

Organist: Alfred Fedak
Soloist: Ke”y Bird CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689




ADORATION
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To God Be the Glory
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Refrain
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This American gospel song became popular in England in the late 19th century, then returned to this country
in the mid-20th century with the Billy Graham crusades. Its continuing popularity may well be due to the
freedom from subjective considerations in its praise of God.

TEXT: Fanny Jane Crosby, 1875
MUSIC: William Howard Doane, 1875

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
11.11.11.11 with refrain



LORD’S SUPPER
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grown, gath-ered to one, for  all.
This Lord’s Supper text is based on various Scriptures (1 Corinthians 10:16-17, Galatians 3:28, and
1 Corinthians 12:1-31) as well as imagery from the Didache, a significant Christian document from the
early 2nd century, about scattered grain united in the eucharistic bread.
TEXT and MUSIC: John B. Foley, 5), 1978 ONE BREAD, ONE BODY
Text and Music © 1978 John B. Foley, S) (Published by OCP) Irregular




JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

What Wondrous Love IsThis 215
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soul, to bear the dread - ful curse for my soul!
soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul!
sing;  while mil - lions join the  theme, I will sing!
on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

With its ballad-like repetitions before and after each stanza’s central narrative lines, this meditative text
needs performance in order to be effective. Its haunting melody proves the means of convincing us that the
only adequate response to “wondrous love” is to “sing on.”

TEXT: American folk hymn, c. 1811 WONDROUS LOVE
MUSIC: Walker's Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Carlton R. Young, 1965 12.9.12.12.9
Music Harm. © 1965 Abingdon Press (admin. The Copyright Company)



cates a new Ongoing Needs

P raye r as of 2.24.26
LIST @ nd! request
. Olivia Gaydushek

Current Joys & Concerns * g’“a Wef)tmlj" . " o of
&)« For Carolyn Allen, as she continues in her recovery : Jor aur broxan Word, may the/sxample @
= Bema racentilness. eSL(;S Ch(rjlst lead ufs all tr? choosfelour ’
. For Holly Allen, recently hospitalized with a serious ﬁg[iczan AGUIBRSIOM RSsnsor I6ve an
illness and is now home recovering JF - ; i ith | f
. For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene : bor tfe ooddlrflsecure Wres '(T% Wg b osI:(s 9
. For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and enefits, and for pantries and food banks

as they try to fill the needs
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her . For all those impacted by mass-shooting

GiveThanks incidents, for peace and comfort
. For the Food Pantries of the Capital District and (To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
their efforts in partnership with many pantries like minister, the office or a member of consistory.)

ours, to provide delivery for those who are not able

to physically get to their pantry.

+ For ourcoming together n worshp, and theto Sundels, Pleace bt e offcs o memberof,
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. The Church of today, and the Church of the future. Bt et

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

IAN DAVID LEET
April 11, 2026
at

Emmanual Baptist Church
Visit with the family at 10am g\

Service begins at 11am (
Luncheon to follow

)
oy B
Ian was an active member of First Church for almost six decades. He was also active in the
ministries of Emmanuel, where his wife, Edith, is a member. The service will be conducted by
Reverend Trey Tirpak, former pastor at First Church, and Reverend Kathy Donley, pastor of
Emmanuel. Visiting with the family will begin at 10 am. The worship service will begin at 11 am,
and a luncheon at the church will follow. Since Ian willed his body to the Albany Medical Center
Anatomical Gift Program, there will be no interment.

Singers are invited to join the Emmanuel choir to sing “Greater Love Hath No One” by John
Ireland and “I Will Not Leave You Comfortless” by Everett Titcomb. Please contact Michael
Clement at 518-377-0930 if you are interested. Help is also needed for the luncheon, including set
up, clean up, preparation of food, and serving. If you would like to work on that, please contact
Ellen Corcoran at 518-527-9569 or Edith Leet at 518-265-0551 or eleet100@gmail.com. Also, the

family is asking for contributions to a memory book of stories and pictures of Ian. If you have a
remembrance of Ian that you would like to share, please contact Edith Leet at 518-265-0551 or

eleet100@gmail.com. / )
f/

A LINKTO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE.
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Information as of 2.19.26 Calendar subject to updates.
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CALENDAR \ r
OF EVENTS gAY ®
THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY M A A\Y 2
Yan e
(%) PANTRY 9AM
PRAYER SHAWL MTG. 11:30AM
(%5) SOUP & SANDWICHES 11:30AM
CENTERING PRAYER
AA MEETING NOON
(i PANTRY 9AM
(it KEYSFORKIDS HKWS  10am
5 WORSHIP e 10AM
CEY COFFEE HOUR 10:45AM

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449
www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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