e First Church in Albany

March 15, 2026, 10am
ernative Lifestyle:
Outcasts

The First Church in Albany (RCA)

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and
singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities,
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a
community where we are loved.

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Prelude “When in the Hour of Utmost Need”
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
“Pastorale” Charles Wesley (1757-1834)
Karen Hosmer, Oboist

Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

Lenten Preparation

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 23)
Leader: The Lord is my Shepherd..... People: | shall not want
Leader: | seek the grace of God....... People: and my cup runneth over
Leader: | seek the will of God.......... People: and my cup runneth over
Leader: | seek the strength of God.... People: and my cup runneth over

Leader: How generous is God's love People: so much the world can
not contain it

Leader: The Lord is my Shepherd..... People: and | lack nothing

*Opening Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 39 FAITHFULNESS
Seep. 4



Prayer of Confession (Unison)

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost.

We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your
way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are
stained, and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected
injustice, and ignored your truth. Have mercy on us, O God, and forgive
our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

With everlasting love | will have compassion on you, says the Lord, your
Redeemer. |, | am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,
and | will not remember your sins. Return to me, for | have redeemed
you. -Isaiah 54:8; 43:25; 44:22

Gloria Patri
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gin-ning, is now,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A - men,a - men.

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Discerner of hearts, you look beneath our outward appearance

and see your image in each of us. As we hear your word, banish in us the
blindness that prevents us from recognizing truth, so we may see the world
through your eyes and with the compassion of Jesus Christ who redeems us.
Amen.



Sermon Text John 9:1-11

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as |
am in the world, | am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the
man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and received my sight.”

Sermon title “Alternative Lifestyle: Outcasts”
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” #321 (HPS) SONG 13
See p. 6

Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church,
please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering
as it goes by.

Offertory Prelude on the Chorale: “Adam’s Fall”
Gottfried Augustus Homilius (1714-1785)
Karen Hosmer, Oboist

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

God, we offer these tithes and offerings as a symbol of our hope in you. May
they be used to bring hope to those who need it most. Amen.

Prayers of the People



*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be
done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we

forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn

*Charge & Blessing
Postlude

“l Sing the Mighty Power of God” #32

“Gavotte”
Karen Hosmer, Oboist

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

ELLACOMBE
Seep.7

Matthew Camidge (1785-1844)
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*Or “Creat is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, 1923
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company

FAITHFULNESS
11.10.11.10 with refrain



321

Samuel Longfellow, 1864; alt. 1987

SONG 13
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Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

1397

Orlando Gibbons, 1623; alt,
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1. Ho-ly Spir-it, truth di-vine, Dawnup-on this soul of mine;
2. Ho-1ly Spir-it, love di-vine, Glowwith-in this heart of mine;
3. Ho-ly Spir-it, power di-vine, Fill andnervethis will of mine;
4, Ho-ly Spir-it, right di-vine, Make my con-science whol-ly  Thine;

p—":._;r' . JEH. >

—

E==c===—=

Word of God,and in - ward light, Wake my spir - it, clearmy sight
Kin-dle ev-ery high de - sire; Per - ish self in Thypure fire,
By Thee may |1 stmng ly Iive Brave-ly  bear, and no-bly strive.
Be my law, and shall Firm - ly  bound, for - ev - er  free.
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Prayer,

as of 3.11.26

Indicates a new
request

®
Current Joys & Concerns

. For Peter Crasto-Donnelly (exec. dir of CACC), his
wife and son on the birth of baby boy Antonio.
Mother and son are home and doing well.

« For the family and friends of Donna Schultz, who
passed on March 3.

« For Carolyn Allen, as she continues in her recovery
from a recent illness.

. For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene

. For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4
Sundays. Please let the office or a mermber of
ansgt%ry know if a concern needs to be kept on
after tha

Ongomg Needs

. Mia Westman
« For our broken world, may the example of

Olivia Gaydushek

Jesus Christ lead us all to choose our
words and actions from hearts of love and
justice

« For the food insecure wrestling with loss of

benefits, and for pantries and food banks
as they try to fill the needs

« For all those impacted by mass-shooting

incidents, for peace and comfort

GiveThanks

R

For the work of the NYS Council of Churches and

their work to inform congregations about how to

respond to immigration issues in their community.

« For our coming together in worship, and the to
praise God

« The Church of today, and the Church of the future.




CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

32 1Singthe Mlghty Power of God

e

I sing the might-y power of God that made the moun-tains rise,
I sing the good-ness of the Lord who filled the earth with food.
There’s not a plant or flower be-low but makes thy glo-ries known.
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that spread the flow-ing seas a -broad and built the loft - y

God formed the crea-tures through the Word, and then pro-nounced them
And clouds a - rise, and tem-pests blow, by or - der from thy
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skies. 1 sing the wis-dom that or - dained the sun to rule the day.
good. Lord, how thy won-ders are dis-played, wher-e’er I turn my eye,
throne, while all that bor-rows life from thee is ev-er in thy care,
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The moon shines full at God’s com-mand, and all the stars o - bey.

if I sur-vey theground I tread, or gaze up - on the sky!
and ev - ery-where that we can be, thou, God, art pres-ent there.
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With minimal revision this text brings together six of the eight four-line stanzas in an 18th-century hymn

written for children and originally headed “Praise for Creation and Providence.” The anonymous German
tune provides a fitting sense of breadth and wonder.

TEXT: lsaac Watts, 1715, alt. ELLACOMBE
MUSIC: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Wirtembergischen Katholischen Hofkapelle, 1784; alt. 1868 CMD



Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall following worship for Coffee and Fellowship!

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast
Liturgist: Deborah Anderson
Organist: Alfred Fedak
Musician: Karen Hosmer, Oboist

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,
Stephen Reohr

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689

We are well into the Lenten season and that
means Holy Week is around the corner.
Among the many events during that week, of
course, is Easter Sunday. After worship, we
enjoy some fellowship time and that is when
the kiddos get to seek out all the hidden, can-
dy-filled eggs that is sprinkled throughout the
maze designed by Josh Bliss.

We DO NOT NEED plastic eggs. We have
plenty.

We do however, need candy. The preference
is definitely small, individually wrapped candy
items (i.e. kisses, foil-wrapped chocolate
eggs, etc.). Josh also requested that we avoid
candy with peanut butter or nuts, so as to
avoid any allergy issues. Candy donations
may be left on the table in the workroom for
Josh to retrieve. Thank you all in advance!



RRQILAT WIBIBIR 2020

« Palm Sunday - March 29, 10am
« Holy Thursday - April 2, 7pm
= in the Chapel
« Good Friday - April 3, noon at Mater Christi
Roman Catholic Church
« Holy Saturday - April 4
o Keys for Kids Recital 2 pm
« Zimmerman Hall
« Easter Sunrise Service - April 5, 6:30am
= West Capital Park
- Easter Sunday - April 5
« FCIA Sanctuary 10am
« Followed by Coffee & the Easter
Egg Maze in Zimmerman Hall
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE

IAN DAVID LEET
April 11, 2026

at
Emmanual Baptist Church
Visit with the family at 10am g
Service begins at 11am A _
Luncheon to follow @ :
- B

Ian was an active member of First Church for almost six decades. He was also active in the
ministries of Emmanuel, where his wife, Edith, is a member. The service will be conducted by
Reverend Trey Tirpak, former pastor at First Church, and Reverend Kathy Donley, pastor of
Emmanuel. Visiting with the family will begin at 10 am. The worship service will begin at 11 am,
and a luncheon at the church will follow. Since Ian willed his body to the Albany Medical Center
Anatomical Gift Program, there will be no interment.

Singers are invited to join the Emmanuel choir to sing “Greater Love Hath No One” by John
Ireland and “I Will Not Leave You Comfortless” by Everett Titcomb. Please contact Michael
Clement at 518-377-0930 if you are interested. Help is also needed for the luncheon, including set
up, clean up, preparation of food, and serving. If you would like to work on that, please contact
Ellen Corcoran at 518-527-9569 or Edith Leet at 518-265-0551 or eleet100@gmail.com. Also, the

family is asking for contributions to a memory book of stories and pictures of Ian. If you have a
remembrance of Ian that you would like to share, please contact Edith Leet at 518-265-0551 or

eleetlo0@gmail.com. C
Iy
N N

A LINK TO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE.

Edith Leet phoned the office to ask if anyone is looking to help out with the
luncheon following lan’s memorial service on April 11 at Emmanuel Baptist
Church. She is going to contact a couple of folks directly, having worked with
you them before on First Church Events.

The needs that she mentioned at this point are soups and pies for dessert. If
you can provide either of these items or have a favorite family recipe you would
like to offer, please contact Edie at 518-265-0551. Thank you.
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Information as of 2.19.26 Calendar subject to updates.
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CALENDAR 2029
OF EVENTS S =
THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY ﬁ A
s STPATRICK'S DAY
1’ PANTRY 9AM
(WEp) SOUP & SANDNICHES 11:30AM
CENTERING PRAYER
AA MEETING NOON
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 1PM

Ci@d) PANTRY 9AM

4 KEYSFORKIDS HKTWE  q0am

/sii. WORSHIP 10AM
22/ COFFEE HOUR 10:45AM
CROP WALK RALLY 2PM

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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