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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Prelude                   “When in the Hour of Utmost Need”  
     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

       “Pastorale”  Charles Wesley (1757-1834) 
   Karen Hosmer, Oboist 
 

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing  
      

Lenten Preparation 
 

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 23) 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
*Opening Hymn     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 39                  FAITHFULNESS           
                                                                                                               See p. 4 

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and 

singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 

whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a 
community where we are loved. 

Leader: The Lord is my Shepherd….. People: I shall not want 

Leader: I seek the grace of God……. People: and my cup runneth over 

Leader: I seek the will of God………. People: and my cup runneth over  

Leader: I seek the strength of God…. People: and my cup runneth over  
Leader: How generous is God's  love People: so much the world can

 not contain it 
Leader: The Lord is my Shepherd….. People: and I lack nothing  
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost. 
We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your 
way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are 
stained, and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected 
injustice, and ignored your truth. Have mercy on us, O God, and forgive 
our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  
 

Time of silence and reflection 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

With everlasting love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord, your 
Redeemer. I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, 
and I will not remember your sins. Return to me, for I have redeemed 
you.                               -Isaiah 54:8; 43:25; 44:22  

 

Gloria Patri 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 

(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 
 

Discerner of hearts, you look beneath our outward appearance 
and see your image in each of us. As we hear your word, banish in us the 
blindness that prevents us from recognizing truth, so we may see the world 
through your eyes and with the compassion of Jesus Christ who redeems us. 
Amen.  
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A LINK TO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE.

Edith Leet phoned the office to ask if anyone is looking to help out with the
luncheon following Ian’s memorial service on April 11 at Emmanuel Baptist 
Church. She is going to contact a couple of folks directly, having worked with 
you them before on First Church Events.

The needs that she mentioned at this point are soups and pies for dessert. If 
you can provide either of these items or have a favorite family recipe you would 
like to offer, please contact Edie at 518-265-0551. Thank you.
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Sermon Text John 9:1-11 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  When he had said this, he spat 
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they 
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The 
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.”  

Sermon title “Alternative Lifestyle: Outcasts”
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word
*Hymn of Response  “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” #321 (HPS) SONG 13

See p. 6

Tithes & Offerings 
   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church, 

please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering 
as it goes by.

Offertory Prelude on the Chorale: “Adam’s Fall”
Gottfried Augustus Homilius (1714-1785)

Karen Hosmer, Oboist 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer
God, we offer these tithes and offerings as a symbol of our hope in you. May 
they be used to bring hope to those who need it most. Amen.

Prayers of the People 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 

Sending Hymn “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” #32   ELLACOMBE 
    See p. 7 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
  

Postlude “Gavotte” Matthew Camidge (1785-1844) 
   Karen Hosmer, Oboist 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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We are well into the Lenten season and that 
means Holy Week is around the corner. 
Among the many events during that week, of 
course, is Easter Sunday. After worship, we 
enjoy some fellowship time and that is when 
the kiddos get to seek out all the hidden, can-
dy-filled eggs that is sprinkled throughout the 
maze designed by Josh Bliss. 
 
We DO NOT NEED plastic eggs. We have 
plenty. 
 
We do however, need candy. The preference 
is definitely small, individually wrapped candy 
items (i.e. kisses, foil-wrapped chocolate 
eggs, etc.). Josh also requested that we avoid 
candy with peanut butter or nuts, so as to 
avoid any allergy issues. Candy donations 
may be left on the table in the workroom for 
Josh to retrieve. Thank you all in advance! 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  
Liturgist: Deborah Anderson 
Organist: Alfred Fedak 
Musician: Karen Hosmer, Oboist 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall following worship for Coffee and Fellowship! 
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