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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

Prelude “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
arr. A. Giamanco

Tolling of the Bells   

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 

Introit ”Forty Days and Forty Nights” 
G. Smyttan/C. Kimberling

Call to Worship Isaiah 49:7

Thus says the Lord,
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
    the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

*Opening Hymn “The Lord’s My Shepherd” See p. 6 

Call to Confession 

Lord, deliver me. I confess I cannot reach where I 
need to be without You. Too often, the one I hurt 
most is myself—my overthinking and fear of not 
having enough strain my relationship with you, myself, 
and others.
Like the tax collectors, I have made choices that have 
left me alienated, wounded, and afraid. Lord, bring me 
back into Your fold. Carry me on Your shoulders and 
restore me to where I belong—with You. 

(pause for silent confession)

The First Church 
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(Reformed Church in 
America) 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made known 
to us in Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be a 

welcoming and 
affirming community. 
The First Church in 

Albany includes young 
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of various races, 
ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
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abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
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Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law based on Isaiah 49:15-16

“Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion 
on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. 
Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; In Jesus Christ, the 
lost are found and the outcast are remembered.

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.

  (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Prayer for Illumination 

Sermon Text  Luke 15:1-7

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my lost sheep.’

 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You O’ Christ! 

Sermon Remembered

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” See p. 7 
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Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
the offering as it goes by.  

Offertory Anthem “Hear the Rejoicing in Heaven ”  G. Grindal/J. Clemens
Choir 

Hear the rejoicing in heaven! When those who are lost have been found,  Joy, 
they’re restored and forgiven. Rejoice! Hear the gladness resound!  

Once a good shepherd went looking to find a poor lamb at great 
cost.  One woman left all her cooking to search for a coin that was lost.  

O what rejoicing in heaven when sinners like us have been found!  All 
of our sins are forgiven; what joy for the that abounds!  

Refrain: Rejoicing Hear the gladness resound! Rejoicing! 
. 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Offertory Prayer: 
Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love to others, bringing 
hope and healing to a world in need. Thank you for your love that never 
fails us. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This”  See p. 8 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “RESIGNATION” arr. A. Jordan 

Notes & Announcements: 

•Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for refreshments and 

fellowship

•Join us for the 2nd Hour study at 11:15am after worship.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Joanne Farrell 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or Specialist: First Church Choir 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 
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Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn  “What Wondrous Love Is This”  See p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  “RESIGNATION”  arr. A. Jordan  
 
 

 

Notes & Announcements: 

•Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for refreshments and fellowship 

•Rev. Trey will be leading the 2nd Hour study at 11:15am after worship.  

 
 
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Joanne Farrell 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or Specialist: First Church Choir 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 

9 

 



10 

 

3 

 

 

 
 
Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offertory Anthem “Hear the Rejoicing in Heaven ”  G. Grindal/J. Clemens  
   Choir 

 

Hear the rejoicing in heaven! When those who are lost have been found,  Joy, 
they’re restored and forgiven. Rejoice! Hear the gladness resound!   

Once a good shepherd went looking to find a poor lamb at great 
cost.  One woman left all her cooking to search for a coin that was lost.   

O what rejoicing in heaven when sinners like us have been found!  All 
of our sins are forgiven; what joy for the that abounds!   

Refrain: Rejoicing Hear the gladness resound! Rejoicing!  

. 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Offertory Prayer:  

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love to others, bringing 
hope and healing to a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails 
us. Amen. Amen.   
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law based on Isaiah 49:15-16 
 

“Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion 
on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. 
Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; In Jesus Christ, the 
lost are found and the outcast are remembered.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.  

    (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Sermon Text  Luke 15:1-7  
 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my lost sheep.’

 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 

 
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You O’ Christ! 
 

Sermon Remembered 

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 

*Hymn of Response “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”  See p. 7 
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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

  

 

Prelude “The Lord’s My Shepherd”  
    arr. A. Giamanco 

  

Tolling of the Bells   
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
 

Introit ”Forty Days and Forty Nights”    
    G. Smyttan/C. Kimberling  

 

Call to Worship Isaiah 49:7 
 

Thus says the Lord, 
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
    the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

*Opening Hymn “The Lord’s My Shepherd”  See p. 6  
 

Call to Confession 
 

Lord, deliver me. I confess I cannot reach where I need 
to be without You. Too often, the one I hurt most is 
myself—my overthinking and fear of not having enough 
strain my relationship with you, myself, and others. 
Like the tax collectors, I have made choices that have 
left me alienated, wounded, and afraid. Lord, bring me 
back into Your fold. Carry me on Your shoulders and 
restore me to where I belong—with You. 

 

(pause for silent confession) 

 

 

The First Church 
in Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

 
Founded in 1642; 

Continuing in Ministry 
Today. 

 

 
In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made known 
to us in Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be a 

welcoming and 
affirming community. 
The First Church in 

Albany includes young 
and old, families, 

couples and singles, 
rich and poor, persons 

of various races, 
ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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