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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

  

 

 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s service 
 

Not thoughts or actions—  
Our loves reveal who we are. 
He’s worth all our love. 

 

Prelude Meditation on SLANE  arr. L. Visser
  

Tolling of the Bells   
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing II Corinthians 
 3:17 

 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom!”  
May freedom be yours in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Lenten Introit”Forty Days and Forty Nights”    
    G. Smyttan/C. Kimberling  

 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 63 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: O God, you are our God; earnestly we seek 
 you. 
People: Our souls thirst for you, our whole being 
 longs for you. 
Leader: We have seen your power and glory in the 
 sanctuary. 
People: Because your steadfast love is better than 
 life, our lips will praise you. 
Leader: We will bless you as long as we live! 
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People: We will lift up our hands and call on your name. 
Leader: For our souls are satisfied as if we feasted at a banquet. 
People: We sing for joy because you protect us under the shadow of 
 your wings. 
Leader: With joyful hearts, we glorify God’s name! 
 

*Opening Hymn  “Be Thou My Vision”  See p. 6  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Jesus, you do not want us to merely believe in you or even follow you, 
but you want us to love you like newly found treasure. Forgive us for 
the times when we have turned you into a doctrine to believe or an ethic 
to live. By the Holy Spirit, reveal to us your surpassing worth so we 
might love you and truly know freedom. Amen. 

 

Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

Reformed Philosopher James K.A. Smith says, “You are what you love.” The 
good news is not that Jesus gives us a new set of beliefs or shows us good 
actions to do; no, the good news is that Jesus gives us new loves, and when 
we love Jesus and what he loves, it is then that we are truly set free. Dearly 
beloved, love Jesus and his kingdom, and be set free.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.  
   

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we 
may see light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover 
peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading  Proverbs 2:1-15 
 

 My child, if you accept my words and treasure up my commandments within 
 you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to 
 understanding,  

if you indeed cry out for insight and raise your voice for understanding,  
if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures—then  

  you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.  
 

For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth comes knowledge and 
understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to 
those who walk blamelessly, guarding the paths of justice and preserving the 
way of his faithful ones. 
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Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good 
path, for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to 
your soul; prudence will watch over you, and understanding will guard you. 
 

It will save you from the way of evil, from those  
who speak perversely,  
who forsake the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness,  
who rejoice in doing evil and delight in the perverseness of evil,  
those whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text  Matthew 6:19-21; 13:44-46 
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also… 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 
 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought 
it. 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon “Where you invest your love, you invest your life”  

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 

*Hymn of Response  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”  See p. 7 
 

Profession of Faith Belgic Confession: Article 21 §4 

 

Therefore, we rightly say with Paul that we know nothing “except Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified”; we “regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord.” We find all 
comforts in his wounds and have no need to seek or invent any other 
means to reconcile ourselves with God… 
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Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 
Offertory Anthem “My Friends May You Grow in Grace ”  
   Choir, Glenn Claydon, guitar 

 

My friends, may you grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
 Savior.  
My friends, may you grow in grace and in knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
To God be the glory, now and forever. 
Now and forever, amen. 
To God be the glory, now and forever now and forever, amen 

 
*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
 

Good God, you are our ultimate treasure, so take some of these treasures of 
ours and use them for your purposes. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
   

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn  “Take My Life”  See p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  “Come to Calvary’s ”  arr. M. Burkhardt  
 
Notes & Announcements: 

•Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for refreshments and fellowship 

•Join us also for the 2nd Hour study at 11:15am after worship.  

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Fran Carr-Morton 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or Specialist: First 
 Church Choir 

Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 
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