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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

  

 

 

We welcome today, Rev. Dr. Micah L. McCreary as our 
guest preacher. Rev. Dr. McCreary is the President of New 
Brunwick Theological Seminary. 
 
 

 
Prelude “Carillon on Psalm 42”   A. Fedak
  

Tolling of the Bells   
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
    II Corinthians 13:14 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen. 

  

Lenten Introit”Forty Days and Forty Nights”    
    G. Smyttan/C. Kimberling  

 

Call to Worship  “Joy in the House”  Phil Wickham
   Glenn Claydon, guitar 

 

*Opening Hymn“O For  A Thousand Tongues ”    See p. 6  
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Time of silence 

 

 

The First Church 
in Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

 
Founded in 1642; 

Continuing in Ministry 
Today. 

 

 
In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made known 
to us in Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be a 

welcoming and 
affirming community. 
The First Church in 

Albany includes young 
and old, families, 

couples and singles, 
rich and poor, persons 

of various races, 
ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

Hear the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! God’s mercy is deeper 
than our sin, and God's love lifts us beyond our failures. 
 

So receive God’s grace: May we live as those who are truly forgiven, 
delighting in God's will, walking in God's ways, and sharing God's love. May it 
be so. Amen. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.  

    (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)  
   

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Reading Luke 13:6-9  
 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 
he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the man working 
the vineyard, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this 
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 
He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put 
manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good, but if not, you can cut it 
down.’ ”  

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon   “Conversations at the Barren Fig Tree ”  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “The Church’s One Foundation ”  See p. 7 
 

Profession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father al-
mighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, 
was crucified, died, and was 
buried. 
He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and 
place it  in the offering as it goes by.   
 

Offertory Anthem “The Earth Is White With Blossoms ”  G. Grindal   
 Choir & Jackie Wright, flute 
 

The earth is white with blossoms, sweet snow on emerald ground,  
the fragrant air of summer will soon be wafting round.  
Our hopes will turn to harvest when we will come to find  
Red apples full and ripened, sweet fruit of every kind. 
 

Though all are bright with blossoms, one tree has not borne fruit;  
the famer loses patience and wants to cut it’s roots.  
His servant cried in protest, “O do not cut it down;  
I’ll fertilize and prune it and cultivate the ground.” 
 

“Just one year more,” the farmer agreed to let it be.  
“Next year if it is barren, I’ll burn that fruitless tree.  
I do not care how lovely for us net spring;  
if it is not productive, uproot the foolish thing. 
 

O Jesus, come and help me when I do not bear fruit;  
make soft the earth around me, and clear away dead roots.  
Without your love I cannot do all the good I would.  
Fill me so I can flourish and bear the fruit I should.  

 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love to others, bringing 
hope and healing to a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails 
us. Amen.  
   

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn  “All Who Love and Serve Your City”  See p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  “Come to Calvary’s ”  arr. M. Burkhardt  
 
Notes & Announcements: 

•Please join us for a reception downstairs in Zimmerman Hall!  

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Micah L. McCreary 
Liturgists: Audrey Ming,   
 Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
 

Vocalist and/or Specialist: First 
 Church Choir, Jackie Wright, flute, 
 Glenn Claydon, guitar 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 
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A native of Detroit, Michigan, Rev. Dr. Micah L. McCreary 

began his term as the 12th president of New Brunswick 

Theological Seminary in 2017.  He holds a Bachelor of 

Science in Engineering from the University of Michigan; a 

Master of Divinity from the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School  

of Theology, Virginia Union University; and a Master of 

Science and Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from Virginia 

Commonwealth University. He has received several 

fellowships, including the American Psychological 

Association Minority Fellowship, the State Council of Higher 

Education in Virginia Fellowship, and the American Council 

on Education Presidential Fellowship. 

Prior to coming to NBTS, President McCreary was 

president and CEO of McCreary and Madison Associates,  

a psychological and human resources consulting firm headquartered in Richmond, VA. He 

also served as a tenured Associate Professor of Psychology at Virginia Commonwealth 

University (VCU) for 21 years. While at VCU, President McCreary held the positions of 

Assistant Vice Provost for Diversity, Quality Enhancement Plan Coordinator, and Co-

Director of the Counseling Psychology Program. He has published numerous articles and 

book chapters on topics such as Trauma and Race: The Path to Psycho-Social-Spiritual 

Wellbeing; Church Hurt and Suicidal Ideation: What the Church Should and Shouldn’t Say 

and Do; and The Holy Pause of Holy Saturday  

President McCreary is a member of the New Brunswick Classis of the Reformed Church in 

America (RCA).  He was ordained by the New Hope Baptist Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan 

(member of the National Baptist Convention), and his ordination was recognized by the 

American Baptist Churches in 2001 and received by the RCA in 2018. In 2021 President 

McCreary was installed as an RCA General Synod Professor of Theology. 

President McCreary and his spouse, Rev. Dr. Jacqueline E. Madison-McCreary, pastored 

the Spring Creek Baptist Church in Moseley, Virginia for 16 years. Prior to Spring Creek, 

Dr. McCreary was Director of Youth Ministry for the Baptist General Convention of Virginia 

and Senior Pastor of the Rising Mount Zion Baptist Church of Sandston, Virginia. The 

McCrearys are the parents of one adult daughter, Makeda McCreary. 

 

From nbts.edu/about-us/presidents-message/  

Rev. Dr. Micah L. McCreary 
President of New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
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