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The First Church in Albany (RCA)
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are
called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old,
families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds,
sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers.
We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we
commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved.

Third Sunday of Lent

Prelude “The Woman at the Well” James Biery (b. 1956)
“‘Never Alone” Craig Phillips (b. 1961)
Jackie Wright, flutist

Tolling of Bell
Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing
Lenten Preparation

Call to Worship Psalm 95:1-6

Leader: O come, let us sing to the LORD;

People: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

Leader: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

People: let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

Leader: For the LORD is a great God

People: and God above all gods.

Leader: In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains
are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his
hands have formed.

ALL: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
LORD, our Maker!



*Opening Hymn  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” #385
OLD HUNDREDTH
Seep. 5

Prayer of Confession (Unison)

God of grace, we confess that we have elevated the things of this world
above you. We have made idols of possessions and people

and used your name for causes that are not consistent with you and
your purposes. We have permitted our schedules to come first and have
not taken the time to worship you. We have not always honored those
who guided us in life. We have participated in systems that take life
instead of give it. We have been unfaithful in our covenant
relationships. We have yearned for, and sometimes taken, that which is
not ours, and we have misrepresented others’ intentions. Forgive us, O
God, for the many ways we fall short of your glory. Help us to learn to
live together according to your ways through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of
her womb? As a mother comforts her child, so will | comfort you, says the
Lord.

-Isaiah 49:15; 66:13

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. la
People: And also with you. SN
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace

(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Enduring Presence, goal and guide, you go before and await our coming.
Only our thirst compels us beyond complaint to conversation,

beyond rejection to relationship. Through your word,
pour your love into our hearts, that, refreshed and
renewed, we may invite others to the living water given
to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




Sermon Text John 4:5-42

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon title “Alternative Lifestyle: Never Again!” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response ‘Amazing Grace” #649 AMAZING GRACE
Seep. 6

Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First
Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place
it in the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “Pastorale Variations”
Thomas Pavlechko (b. 1962)
Jackie Wright, flutist

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer
God, we offer these tithes and offerings as a symbol of our hope in you. May
they be used to bring hope to those who need it most. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



*Sending Hymn “‘Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” #6656 CWM RHONDDA
Seep.7

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “The Kingsfold Trumpet” Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

In Loving Memory: It is with sadness that we share the passing of a life-long
parishioner, Mrs. Donna E. Schultz, Albany, NY, who entered into eternal rest on
March 3, 2026. Donna has been a valued member of the First Church community, and
we give thanks for her life, faith, and presence among us.

A memorial service was held at McVeigh Funeral Home on March 9, 2026. All are
welcome to send a prayer or words of comfort to the family and loved ones.
Visit mcveighfuneralhome.com.

Please keep her husband, Mr. Arthur Schultz, their son Michael, and their family, in
your prayers during this time.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,
Liturgist: Joanne Farrell Stephen Reohr
Organist: Alfred Fedak

Musician: Jackie Wright flutist CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689



http://mcveighfuneralhome.com/

GATHERING

All People That on Earth Do Dwell 385

(Psalm 100)
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In a pairing that began in 1561, this paraphrase of Psalm 100 by a Scot is set to a tune that a French composer
originally created for Psalm 134 in the Genevan Psalter of 1551. They have appeared together in nearly every

comprehensive English-language hymnal since then.

TEXT: William Kethe, 1560
MUSIC: Attr, Louls Bourgenis, 1551
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THANKSGIVING

649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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As was his custom, the author wrote this hymn to accompany his sermon on 1 Chronicles 17:16-17, preached
on January 1, 1773; he called it “Faith’s Review and Expectation.” Much of its current popularity comes from
this now-familiar tune, an association that began in 1835.

TEXT: Stanzas 1-4, John Newton, 1772; stanza 5, A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790; Navaho, Albert Tsosie

MUSIC: Columbian Harmony, 1829; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1910, alt.
Text Phonetic Transcr. Cherokee, Kiowa, Creek, and Choctaw © Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference;
Phonetic Transcr. Navaho © Albert Tsosie
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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with thy power-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,
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feedme till I want no more; feed me till 1 want no more.
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield.
I  will ev-er give to thee; I will ev - er give to thee.
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans. Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2-3, trans. William Williams, 1772 CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 8.7.8.7.8.7.7



We are well into the Lenten season and that
means Holy Week is around the corner.
Among the many events during that week, of
course, is Easter Sunday. After worship, we
enjoy some fellowship time and that is when
the kiddos get to seek out all the hidden, can-
dy-filled eggs that is sprinkled throughout the
maze designed by Josh Bliss.

We DO NOT NEED plastic eggs. We have
plenty.

We do however, need candy. The preference
is definitely small, individually wrapped candy
items (i.e. kisses, foil-wrapped chocolate
eggs, etc.). Josh also requested that we avoid
candy with peanut butter or nuts, so as to
avoid any allergy issues. Candy donations
may be left on the table in the workroom for
Josh to retrieve. Thank you all in advance!




RRQILAT WIBIBIR 2020

« Palm Sunday - March 29, 10am
« Holy Thursday - April 2, 7pm
= in the Chapel
« Good Friday - April 3, noon at Mater Christi
Roman Catholic Church
« Holy Saturday - April 4
o Keys for Kids Recital 2 pm
« Zimmerman Hall
« Easter Sunrise Service - April 5, 6:30am
= West Capital Park
- Easter Sunday - April 5
« FCIA Sanctuary 10am
« Followed by Coffee & the Easter
Egg Maze in Zimmerman Hall
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cates a new
request

Current Joys & Concerns

® -

For the family and friends of Donna Schultz, who
passed on March 3.

For Carolyn Allen, as she continues in her recovery
from a recent iliness.

For Holly Allen, recently hospitalized with a serious
illness and is now home recovering

For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene

For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her

GiveThanks

For the Food Pantries of the Capital District and
their efforts in partnership with many pantries like
ours, to provide delivery for those who are not able
to physically get to their pantry.

For our coming together in worship, and the to
praise God

The Church of today, and the Church of the future.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

IAN DAVID LEET
April 11, 2026
at

Emmanual Baptist Church
Visit with the family at 10am
Service begins at 11am
Luncheon to follow

f W

Ongoing Needs

. Olivia Gaydushek

. Mia Westman

. For our broken world, may the example of
Jesus Christ lead us all to choose our
words and actions from hearts of love and
justice

. For the food insecure wrestling with loss of
benefits, and for pantries and food banks
as they try to fill the needs

. For all those impacted by mass-shooting
incidents, for peace and comfort

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4
Sundays. Please let the office or a member of
Consistory know if a concemn needs to be kept on
after that.
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Ian was an active member of First Church for almost six decades. He was also active in the
ministries of Emmanuel, where his wife, Edith, is a member. The service will be conducted by
Reverend Trey Tirpak, former pastor at First Church, and Reverend Kathy Donley, pastor of
Emmanuel. Visiting with the family will begin at 10 am. The worship service will begin at 11 am,
and a luncheon at the church will follow. Since Ian willed his body to the Albany Medical Center
Anatomical Gift Program, there will be no interment.

Singers are invited to join the Emmanuel choir to sing “Greater Love Hath No One” by John
Ireland and “I Will Not Leave You Comfortless” by Everett Titcomb. Please contact Michael
Clement at 518-377-0930 if you are interested. Help is also needed for the luncheon, including set
up, clean up, preparation of food, and serving. If you would like to work on that, please contact
Ellen Corcoran at 518-527-9569 or Edith Leet at 518-265-0551 or eleet100@gmail.com. Also, the

family is asking for contributions to a memory book of stories and pictures of Ian. If you have a
remembrance of Ian that you would like to share, please contact Edith Leet at 518-265-0551 or

eleet100@gmail.com.

VNS oA

A LINKTO SIGN UP WITH FOR THE CHOIR CAN BE FOUND IN YOUR EBLAST, OR YOU CAN CONTACT THE OFFICE.
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Information as of 2.19.26 Calendar subject to updates.
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THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY
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U”E) PANTRY 9AM

CONSISTORY MTG. 5:30PM

“ﬁ") SOUP & SANDWICHES 11:30AM
CENTERING PRAYER

AA MEETING NOON

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 1PM

(THo) PANTRY 9AM

(s4t) KEYSFORKIDS S 10aM

sk \WWORSHIP 10AM

(S0 COFFEE HOUR 10:45AM

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449
www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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