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The First 
Church in 

Albany 
(Reformed Church in 

America) 
 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made 
known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming 

and affirming 
community. The First 

Church in Albany 
includes young and 

old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of 
various races, 

ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual 

orientation and 
gender identities, 

differing physical and 
mental abilities, 
believers and 
seekers. We 

welcome into the full 
life of the church all 
those whom God 

sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit 

ourselves to breaking 
down dividing walls 

and building a 
community where we 

are loved. 

Prelude     Fantasy on “Holy, Holy, Holy” Piet Post 
   
Tolling of the Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Opening Sentences 
 

Leader: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Praise God in God’s 
sanctuary! 
People: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 
Leader: Praise God for God’s mighty deeds! Praise God 
according to God’s surpassing greatness! 
People: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 
Leader: Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
Hallelujah! 
People: Let us worship God! 

 

Call to Worship Based on Revelation 5 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, saying with a loud voice, 

 

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!" 

 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying, 
 

"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and glory and might forever 
and ever!" 
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And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and  
 worshiped. 

 

*Opening Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” See p. 6 
 

Prayer of Confession based on prayer from © Presbyterian Outlook, 2025 
 Liturgy written by Andy Greenhow 

 

O Lord our God, we know that your throne is surrounded by the voices 
of many angels and that you are worshiped by the multitudes of the 
heavenly host, but we so often fail to join in their “amen.” We do not fall 
down and worship you as we know we should. We are distracted by the 
temptation to assimilate with worldly values and worship worldly gods. 
Strengthen us to worship you alone as the one on the throne and the 
Lamb slaughtered for all. 
 

Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

We are an Easter people, forgiven and freed, ready to sing God’s glory and 
testify to God’s grace. Amen. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Blessing of Hands Margriet Wilson 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism Maizie Van Derwerker  (see insert) 
 

Baptismal Hymn  “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of all of our hearts, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and redeemer. Amen. 

 

Psalm  Psalm 23 
 

My head anointed with oil The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 
makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he 
restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in  
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the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Lesson John 10:22-30 
 

At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." 
 

Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do 
in my Father's name testify to me, but you do not believe because you do not 
belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow 
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 
 

My Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all else, and no 
one can snatch them out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one." 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon Text Revelation 5:1-14 
 

Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written 
on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals, and I saw a mighty 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep bitterly because 
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the 
elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
 

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, with seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He 
went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the 
throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: “You are 
worthy to take the scroll and to break its seals, for you were slaughtered and  
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by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language 
and people and nation; you have made them a kingdom and priests serving 
our God, and they will reign on earth.”   
 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads 
and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and in the sea and all that is in them, singing, “To 
the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” 
And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon  Who Are You Talking To? 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  See p. 8 
 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of  
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory “Jesus Loves Me This I Know” arr. Robert Hobby 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Offertory Prayer  
 

Lamb of God, in baptism you claim us; in prayer you hear us. Receive, now, 
our offerings as expressions of our love and our longing to follow you more 
fully. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 

*Sending Hymn  “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun ”  See p. 9 
 
*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude  TRURO and DUKE STREET arr. I. Prins
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgists:  
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hal-
lowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

• 2025 FCIA Officer Nominations 
 Our Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, May 18 after worship (followed 
 by a potluck lunch). The following names have been offered up for 
 consideration: 
 

Elders—Zak Morton, Pete Pagerey 
Deacon—Jean Lamere  

 
• Join us after worship in Zimmerman Hall for Coffee, Refreshments, & 

Fellowship 
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the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 
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People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Lesson John 10:22-30 
 

At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So 
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Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
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PREPARATION 
 
PRESENTATION  

*PROFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

RECEIVING 
 

Joyfully we receive you into the body of Christ. Join with us as we give witness in the 
world to the good news, for we are all one in Christ Jesus. Alleluia! 
 

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT from the Capital Area Council of Churches, Ecumenical 
Witnesses of Baptism Program 
 

 

BAPTISMAL HYMN  See back 

 

   

    

Maizie Lou Van Derwerker 

Born December 3, 2024 

I believe in God, the Father  almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
 Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day, he rose again from the 
dead. 
 

He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of God 
 the Father almighty.   
From thence, he shall come  to judge 
the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
The holy catholic Church*, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting.  
Amen 



Maizie Lou Van Derwerker was born December 3rd, 2024 at Albany Medical 
Center in Albany NY. Her father Cuyler, grew up attending First Church with 
his family as a child for about 5 years and has fond memories attending prior 
to the family moving to Minnesota in 2004. Cuyler and Eden (Hunter) met in 
Eden's hometown of  Minneapolis. Multiple family lines of the Van Derwerker 
family were members of First Church over the past three centuries, which 
makes this occasion all the more meaningful. We pray that their family  
journey continues to be blessed and fruitful in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

BAPTISMAL HYMN 
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