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Prelude “O filli et filiae”     
     Jean-François Dandrieu (1648?-1740)  
 

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing (based on Psalm 118:19-24) 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader: Our Help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth 
People: Amen 
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
Leader: Jesus is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! 
Leader: Our celebration of Easter life continues, 

All: Let us worship and give praise to God.  
  

*Opening Hymn      “Christ Is Risen, Shout Hosanna! #248           HYMN TO JOY
                                                                                                               See p. 6 
 

Call to Confession 
 

When we keep our fears and faults locked up inside us, it is hard to be healed 
and receive new life. So let us open ourselves to God in confession, trusting 
the Lord’s desire to give us peace. 

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and 

singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 

whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a 
community where we are loved. 
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Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 

We come before you, O God, confessing the ways we have failed to live 
as Easter people this week. You know our hearts; you know our good 
intentions and our struggles to live as faithful people. We try; 
sometimes we succeed and sometimes we fail. Help us to be as gentle 
with ourselves as you are, and may we realize the true depth of your 
gracious love. Amen.  
 

Time of silence and reflection 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Leader: We have an advocate with God - Jesus Christ, the righteous one - 
who offered his life in love to save the world from sin. This is the good news 
of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gloria Patri 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 

(Don’t forget to wave to those  
worshiping from home!) 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Eternal God, in the reading of the Scripture, may your Word be heard; in the 
meditations of our hearts, may your Word be known; and in the faithfulness of 
our lives, may your Word be shown. Amen.  
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Sermon Text  John 20:19-31 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven then; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon title  “Doubting Thomas?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing” #255      
    O FILLI ET FILIAE 

  See p. 7 
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Profession of Faith 

 

I believe in God, 
the Father  almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory “Puer nobis nascitur” (Trio and Musette)”  
                           Jean-François Dandrieu
     
*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal                               

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Tithes & Offerings  
 

    If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church, 
 please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering 
 as it goes by. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Holy God, we give you thanks and praise for light and life and love, and—
above all—the presence of the living Lord among us. By your Spirit who 
breathes within us, strengthen our faith, use our gifts, and work in our lives to 
bear witness to the resurrection of Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray.  
Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People  
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POCKET PRAYER SHAWLS (or prayer squares) are small, handmade, 
knitted tokens—typically under 5 inches—blessed during creation 
to provide portable comfort, spiritual protection, and a tangible reminder of 
God’s love and community prayers. Often gifted during times of illness, 
grief, or transition, they serve as a comforting reminder that the recipient is 
never alone, fitting easily into pockets, purses, or bags. Our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry creates these squares and they are made available to all. See the 
usher  or stop by the table near the inside entrance to the Sanctuary. 

A profound Thank You to all who participated 
in the preparations throughout Lent and Holy 

Week. For the Liturgists, Musicians and 
Vocalists, the Organist, the Techs, the 

Preachers, and those who shared their artistic 
and aesthetic gifts in our worship — we are 

thankful and blessed!  
 

Let us not forget to share our gratitude to each 
of you who attended these services.  

It was our honor to invite you and share  
the Glory of our Savior! 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” #254    
    PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
    See p. 8 
 

*Charge  
 

Go to celebrate all that God has done as Christ breathes new life into you 
sending you out with the Spirit of forgiveness and faith for the life of the 
world.  

 

*Benediction 
 

May you be filled with the grace and peace of the God who is and was and is 
to come,  and with the Spirit of Jesus Christ, God’s faithful witness, who loves 
us and sets us free. 
  

Postlude “O Sons and Daughters”  
    Alfred V. Fedak (b.1953) 
   
 
  

 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!  

Preacher: Peter Pagerey, Preaching 
 Elder  
Organist: Alfred Fedak 
 

Worship Tech: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr  
    

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 
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