T'he First Church in Albany

April 19, 2026, 10am

The First Church in Albany (RCA)
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles,
rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing
physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God
sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we
are loved.

Prelude “Earth Carol” (from St. Francis Suite)
Richard Purvis (1913-1994)
“Like the First Bird” Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)

Tolling of Bell
Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

Call to Worship

Leader: Praise be to God, who rescues us from the power of darkness; who
redeems us, and sets us free!

People: Praise be to Jesus Christ, the first born of all creation, through
whom all things were made, in heaven and on the earth.

Leader: Praise be to the Spirit of God, whose presence sustains us, and
whose breath renews all creation. Behold! | am making all things new!
People: Come, O God, and make your home among us. Pour out your

Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

*Opening Hymn “Morning Has Broken” #664 BUNESSAN
See p. 6
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Call to Confession

God has given much to the dominion and protection of humankind. The world
and all that is in it belongs to God, and we have been charged with its care.
Sometimes we have faithfully cared for the earth, and sometimes we have
neglected its care or even contributed to its abuse. We pray together in
confession.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Holy One, creator of all that is, help us to be mindful of the earth and all
its resources. Help us to remember the love you have for creation, the
willingness you have for all creation to be redeemed. Cause us to repent
of our neglect for your earth, and move in us to repair the damage we
and previous generations of humanity have caused. As we repent, make
us true stewards of your creation. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

It is God's will that all creation will be redeemed. We believe that God will
provide for that redemption. As we repent of our misuse of creation, we
commit to being a part of God's plan for the health and well-being of this
world. God has promised that those who truly repent will be forgiven.
Children of God, you can be assured of your pardon.

Gloria Patri
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther, and to the Son,and to the Ho-ly Ghost; asit wasin the be-

gin-ning, is now,and ev-er  shall be, world with-out end.

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from homel)



Children’s Message & Blessing Deacon Becky Hudak

Prayer for lllumination

Holy Creator, reveal yourself to us in the reading and proclamation of your
Word. Give us ears to hear your voice, eyes that see you among us, and
hearts that are willing to follow where you lead. In the name of Jesus the
Christ, we pray. Amen.

Reading of Psalm 8

O LoRbD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are humans that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God
and crowned them with glory and honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Text: Genesis 1 (Edited)

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, a wind from

God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’;
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; God separated the
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning. Day One.

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” And it was so. Sky. Day Two.
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And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. Earth, Seas. And God saw
that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the
seed in it.” And it was so. And God saw that it was good. Day Three.

God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky.” And it was so. God
made the two great lights—the greater to rule the day and the lesser to rule
the night—and the stars. And God saw that it was good. Day Four.

God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth.” God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, every winged bird. And God saw that it was good. God
blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” Day Five.

God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle,
creeping things, wild animals of every kind.” And it was so. And God saw that
it was good. God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish the birds, the cattle, all the wild
animals, every creeping thing that creeps,’ So God created humankind (YOU
AND ME), in the image of God (WE WERE CREATED); male and female.
(LIKE THE ANIMALS) God blessed (US), and said, ‘Be fruitful and

multiply. God saw everything that had been made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning. Day Six.

Sermon title “I Don’t Think So”
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response ‘| Sing the Might Power of God” #32 ELLACOMBE
Seep.7

A Reading about Creation

Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church,
please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering
as it goes by.

Offertory “All Nature Sings” Alfred Fedak

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Offertory Prayer

Generous God, you have blessed us with the resources to share the good news
of your love for all creation. We dedicate these gifts and pray that they may bring
healing, wholeness, and hope to the world, that future generations may also
know your graciousness and love. Amen.

Prayers of the People

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” #14 DIX
See p. 8
*Charge & Blessing
Postlude “Let All Things Their Creator Bless”
Alfred V. Fedak
Note:

e Three of this morning’s musical selections are drawn from Al Fedak’s 2016
publication All Nature Sings, a collection of eight organ pieces celebrating
the joy of creation.

e Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast Worship Tech: Joshua Bliss and
Liturgist: Jill Mast Stephen Reohr

Organist: Alfred Fedak COLI License #463379:

One License #A-700689




Morning Has Broken

CELEBRATING TIME

664
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fresh from the Word!
where God’s feet pass.

a - tion of the new day!

This 20th-century text was created to provide words for this traditional tune named for a small village on the
Isle of Mull, off the west coast of Scotland. Through repeated use of “new” and “first,” each morning is
treated as a re-creation of the promise of the original day.

TEXT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1931, alt.

MUSIC: Gaelic melody; arr. Beverly A. Howard, 2012
Text © David Higham Assoc., Lid.

Music Arr. © 2012 Beverly A. Howard

BUNESSAN
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

32 1Sing the Mlghty Power of God

%‘”‘M rﬁ ﬁH_ﬁ,g?u#:ﬁﬁ:

I sing the might-y power of God that made the moun-tains rise,
I sing the good-ness of the Lord who filled the earth with food.
There’s not a plant or flower be-low but makes thy glo - ries known.
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that spread the flow-ing seas a -broad and built the loft - y
God formed the crea-tures through the Word, and then pro-nounced them
And clouds a - rise, and tem-pests blow, by or - der from thy
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skies. 1 sing the wis-dom that or - dained the sun to rule the day.
good. Lord, how thy won-ders are dis-played, wher-e’er I turn my eye,
throne, while all that bor-rows life from thee is ev-er in thy care,
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The moon shines full at God’s com-mand, and all the stars o - bey.
if I sur-vey theground I tread, or gaze up - on the sky!
and ev - ery-where that we can be, thou, God, art pres-ent there.
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With minimal revision this text brings together six of the eight four-line stanzas in an 18th-century hymn

written for children and originally headed “Praise for Creation and Providence.” The anonymous German
tune provides a fitting sense of breadth and wonder.

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1715, alt. ELLACOMBE
MUSIC: Cesangbuch der Herzogl. Wirtembergischen Katholischen Hofkapelle, 1784; alt. 1868 CMD



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’'s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For thy- self best gift di- vine to the worldso free-ly given;
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for the love which from cur birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale, and tree andflower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
for the mys - tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on earth, and friends a - bove, for all gen-tle thoughts and mild:
for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy  in heaven:
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Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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In the course of many revisions, the ariginal eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymmn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the

tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Felliott Sandferd Pierpoint, 1864, alt.

MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Mank, 1861, harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

DIX
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as of 4.15.26 request Ongoing Needs

Current Joys & Concerns . Olivia Gaydushek

) « For Jill Persons and family. Her mother in England « Mia Westman
may be nearing the end of her life. Also Jill's sister - For our broken world, may the example of
with a recent medical diagnosis. Jesus Christ lead us all to choose our
For Susan Fedak and family, for the passing of her words and actions from hearts of love and
mother. justice . o
For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene For the food insecure wrestling with loss of
. For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and benefits, and for pantries and food banks

as they try to fill the needs
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her For those impacted by the ongoing war in

GiveThanks Iran and multiple skirmishes across the

@&+ For the work of CACC Overflow Shelter. Their globe, may we seek peace.
season is coming to an end and preparation for

next year will begin.
« For our coming together in worship, and the to ggzg?s}t'grypﬁis: ;;e; tg:nngren%; ?)’;ntgrgge;e% on

praise God
- The Church of today, and the Church of the future. after that,

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)
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The Sunday

Memorial Flower
Request Is Back

The info below, as well as the sign-up
form, can be found on our website near
the Sunday worship information. Not
tech savvy? You may also call the office
at 518-463-4449 to sign up for flowers.

The form on the website is to request flowers for non-holiday Sunday
flower memorials. (Holiday flowers will be handled in season.)

Flowers at The First Church in Albany are provided by Louis Bower
Bannister at The Enchanted Florist & Gifts of Albany.

If you would like to dedicate a regular Sunday flower memorial, please
submit a request at least two weeks prior to the date you wish the
memorial to be published, as we finalize the bulletins in advance. If you
have any questions, you may call the office at 518-463-4449

CLEANUP DAY

Join Cleanup Day, as we ready Clee Park and our First Church
Garden for the warm-weather. We will have some gloves and trash-
grabbers. If you are able, please bring your favorite garden tools.

<
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21} Pantry Prayer
Service Shawl Mt : Pant
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Sanctuary
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Soup & Centering
4 Sandwiches Prayer y
Pantry 11:30am 12pm Pantry
9am @ 9am
AA Overflow
Cg-nsstljs;’t;ry H 12pm Shelter \f}?\’,‘/
¥ Appreciation /-,
E:;{':‘;BM;‘Q- Weathervanes p%rlnne.- B
0P| 12:30pm 4pm
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Indoor Panti Sandwiches Prayer P: "
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10am
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Hour 12pm
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Indoor = Soup &  Centering ~
Worship Pantry Sandwiches Prayer « Z
10am 9am 11:30am 12pm Overflow .
= Shelter ° ” ﬂS
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1 Meeting 5:30pm Last One the season &
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Indoor  Communion Coffee Pantry Centering Soup & AA
Worship Sunday Hour 9am Prayer 12pm Sandwiches 12pm

10am

Information as of 3.19.26 Calendar subject to updates.
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ALENDAR
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THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

\/
5 pANTRY =
77 SOUP & SANDHICHES 11:30AM
HED IN CLEE PARK
CENTERING PRAYER NOON
IN THE POWELL ROOM
AA MEETING IN THE PARLOR NOON
W PANTRY 9AM
' GARDEN & PARK 9AM-11AM
CLEAN-UP DAY

SUN WORSHIP |\ THE SANCTUARY ~ 10AM
> ) COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

THE OFFICE MANAGER WILL BE ON VACATION FROM 4/27 - 5/1
FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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