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From Laughter to the Darkest Depths 

April 2, 2026 
 

Prelude “I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ”  
           Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
                 Arr. Ferruccio Busoni (1866-1924) 
 

Call to Worship  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
 Leader:  I love the LORD, because God has heard my voice and my  
  supplications.   
 People:  Because the LORD inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on 
  him as long as I live.  
 Leader:  What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me?  
 People:  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of  
  the LORD, I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his  
  people.  
 Leader:  Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. O 
  LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving  
  girl. You have loosed my bonds.  
 People:  I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name 
  of the LORD. I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his 
  people,  
 Leader: in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
  Praise the LORD!  

 

Sacrament of the Holy Supper 
 

Scripture Reading  John 13  
 

Meaning of the Sacrament 
 

Invitation 
 

Special Music  “Come to the Table”   Sidewalk Prophets 
 
 

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and 

singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 

whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a 
community where we are loved. 
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Prayer 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Communion Through Intinction 
 

 You are invited to come forward, tare a piece of bread from the loaf, and dip it 
 into the cup. 
 

Scripture Reading  John 18:1-12 
 

Hymn  “What Wondrous Love Is This?” #215  WONDROUS LOVE 
    See p. 5 
 

Meditation  “Whom are you looking for?” 
 

Scripture Reading  John 18:13-24 
 

Special Music  “Least of These”  Matt Maher 
 

Scripture Reading  John 18:25-27 
 

Solo  “Peter’s Denial”  Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)  
   Susan Hermance Fedak, contralto 
 

Here is what Peter would not tell those around him: 
“I was with Jesus, the one being tried; 

Jesus, the one who has angered the rulers; 
Jesus, about whom so many have lied.” 

 

“I am among those who follow this Jesus; 
Jesus, who faces accusers alone; 

Jesus who says, ‘You will see clouds of glory.’ 
Jesus, who speaks of a Son on a throne.” 

 

“Yes, I know Jesus, whom Pilate will sentence; 
Jesus, whose death will be that of a slave; 

Jesus, rejected by temple and empire; 
Jesus, who goes to a cross and a grave.” 

 

Tell the world round us what Peter would not tell: 
“Yes, I know Jesus, through conflict and cost.” 

For it is yes to the joy that will follow; 
Joy that finds Peter! not leaving him lost. 

 
Richard Leach, 2001 
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Meditation  “Aren’t you one of his disciples?” 
 

Scripture Reading  John 18:28, 38b – 19:17 
 

Hymn  “Were You There?” #228  WERE YOU THERE 
    See p. 6 
 

Meditation  “Crucify him!” 
 

Scripture Reading  John 19:18-27 
 

Solo  “He Was Despised” (from Messiah)  
         George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
   Susan Hermance Fedak, contralto 
 

He was despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

 

  Isaiah 53:3 
 

Meditation  “Here is your son.” 
 

Scripture Reading  John 19:28-34 
 

Postlude  “In Deepest Grief“ (from St. Matthew Passion)            J.S. Bach 
                      Arr. Henry Levine (1892-1951) 
   

Tolling of the Bells 
 

Leave in Silence 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  
Communion: Norma Jean Ballou 
Organist: Alfred Fedak 
 

Vocalist: Susan Hermance Fedak, 
 contralto 
Worship Tech: Joshua Bliss  
    CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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