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Prelude “Sheep May Safely Graze”                     Bach/Biggs 
 

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Blessing  
 

Call to Worship (inspired by Acts 2:42-47) 

 Leader: We are God’s church: 

 People: We come together to worship. 

 Leader: God has given us his Word: 

 People: We come together to learn from him. 

 Leader: God filled us with his power: 

 People: We go out to bring others to him. 

 Leader: God has called us into his family: 

 People: We come together to share our lives. 

 Leader: God has put his words on our lips: 

 People: We go out to tell the world about him. 

 Leader: God has given us his Spirit: 

 People: We come together to celebrate. 

 Leader: God has showered us with his riches: 

 People: We go out to share his goodness with others. 

 Leader: God has freed us from our past: 
  

  

 

 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, 

rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing 
physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God 

sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we 
are loved. 
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 People: We come together to move forwards. 

 Leader: God has planned for us a glorious future: 

 People: We go out to live our lives to please him. 

 Leader: We are God’s church: 

 People: We come together to worship. 
 

*Opening Hymn       “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” #35  LOBE DEN HERREN 
    See p. 5 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) Adapted from Psalm 51  
 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For 
we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us 
a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us 
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing 
spirit. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Time of silence and reflection 
 

Assurance of Pardon John 3:16-17  
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.  
 

Gloria Patri 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace 
 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
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Important Information: Colleen, our office manager, will be on vacation April 27—

May 1. The office will be closed on Monday and Friday that week. We are working 

to get volunteers for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. If you are willing and 

able, please touch base with Rev. Mast. 
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Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
Liturgist: Peter Pagerey 
Organist: Gloria Norton 
 

Worship Tech: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr  
    

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 
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Children’s Message & Blessing   
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see 
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading John 10:1-10 
   

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon Text Psalm 23  
 
 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
 want. 
He makes me lie down in green 
 pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;  
    he restores my soul.  
He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the 
 darkest valley,  
I fear no evil, 
 for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort 
 me. 
You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall 
 follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of 
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Sermon title  “Words to LIVE By” 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” #39 FAITHFULNESS 
    See p. 6 
 

Tithes & Offerings  
    

 If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church, 
 please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering 
 as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  C.V. Stanford  
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal                               
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

 Heavenly Shepherd, we yearn to dwell in your pasture. As we present these 
offerings, help us examine our hearts with honesty and grace. May your love 
guide our steps and our giving, so others may know your care. In the name of 
the Risen One, we pray. Amen  
 

Prayers of the People  
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” #187 BRADBURY 
    See p. 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” arr. Wilbur Held 
 
Note:  Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour! 
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The Sunday  

Memorial Flower 

The form on the website is to request flowers for non-holiday Sunday flower 
memorials. (Holiday flowers will be handled in season.) 
 

Flowers at The First Church in Albany are provided by Louis Bower Bannister 
at The Enchanted Florist & Gifts of Albany. 
 

If you would like to dedicate a regular Sunday flower memorial, please submit a 
request at least two weeks prior to the date you wish the memorial to be 
published, as we finalize the bulletins in advance. If you have any questions, you 
may call the office at 518-463-4449 

The info below, as well as the sign-up  
form, can be found on our website near 
the Sunday worship information. Not 
tech savvy? You may also call the office 
at 518-463-4449 to sign up for flowers. 

http://www.enchantedfloristalbany.net/
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