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The First Church'in Albany
April 26, 2026ﬁam

The First Church in AIbany (RCA)
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles,
rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing
physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God
sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we
are loved.

Prelude “‘Sheep May Safely Graze” Bach/Biggs
Tolling of Bell

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Blessing

Call to Worship (inspired by Acts 2:42-47)
Leader: We are God’s church:
People: We come together to worship.
Leader: God has given us his Word:
People: We come together to learn from him.
Leader: God filled us with his power:
People: We go out to bring others to him.
Leader: God has called us into his family:
People: We come together to share our lives.
Leader: God has put his words on our lips:
People: We go out to tell the world about him.
Leader: God has given us his Spirit:
People: We come together to celebrate.
Leader: God has showered us with his riches:
People: We go out to share his goodness with others.
Leader: God has freed us from our past:



People: We come together to move forwards.
Leader: God has planned for us a glorious future:
People: We go out to live our lives to please him.
Leader: We are God’s church:

People: We come together to worship.

*Opening Hymn “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” #35 LOBE DEN HERREN
Seep.5

Prayer of Confession (Unison) Adapted from Psalm 51

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions.
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For
we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us
a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing
spirit. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.

Gloria Patri
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther, and to the Son,and to the Ho-ly Ghost; asit wasin the be-

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)
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Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Reading John 10:1-10

“Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did
not listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and Kkill
and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon Text Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not your rod and your staff, they comfort
want. me.

He makes me lie down in green You prepare a table before me
pastures; in the presence of my enemies;

he leads me beside still waters; you anoint my head with oil;
he restores my soul. my cup overflows.

He leads me in right paths Surely goodness and mercy shall
for his name’s sake. follow me all the days of my life,

Even though | walk through the and | shall dwell in the house of

darkest valley,

| fear no evil, Lot
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for you are with me;
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Sermon title “Words to LIVE By’
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” #39 FAITHFULNESS
See p. 6

Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church,
please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering
as it goes by.

Offertory “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” C.V. Stanford

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

Heavenly Shepherd, we yearn to dwell in your pasture. As we present these
offerings, help us examine our hearts with honesty and grace. May your love
guide our steps and our giving, so others may know your care. In the name of
the Risen One, we pray. Amen

Prayers of the People

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” #187 BRADBURY
Seep. 8

*Charge & Blessing
Postlude “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” arr. Wilbur Held

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.

TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863

LOBE DEN HERREN
14.14.4.7.8




39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 *Great is thy faith - ful-nesss, O God my Fa - ther;
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Thou chang - est not; thy com - pas - sions they  fail not.

join with  all na - ture in man - i - fold wit - ness
strength for to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row:
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As  thou hast been thou for - ev - er  wilt be.
to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer - ¢y, and love.
bless - ings all  mine, with ten  thou-sand be - side!
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Refrain
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*Or “Great is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

FAITHFULNESS
11.10.11.10 with refrain

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, 1923
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 187
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1 Sav -ior, like a shep-herd lead wus; much we need your ten-der care.
2 We are yours:in love be - friend us; be the guard-ian of our way.
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin-ful though we be;

4 Ear -ly let usseekyourfa - vor; ear-ly let us do your will.
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us; for our use your fold pre-pare.
Keep your flock: from sin de - fend us; seek us when we go a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re - lieve us, grace to cleanse, and power to free.
Bless - ed Lord and on -1ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir-its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us: we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je - sus, hear your chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear - ly let wus turn to you
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us; love us still.
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Bless-ed Je- sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us: we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear your chil-dren when we pray.

Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear - ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us; love us still.

-, _&EE; f o :
SRt —— =
— | — | r r b
This unattributed hymn, like many that are now meaningful to adults, was written for children and develops

shepherd imagery from Psalm 23 and John 10:1-18. The tune, composed for these words, was originally
named for the text but has come to be known by the composer’s name.
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TEXT: Thrupp's Hymns for the Young, 1836, alt. BRADBURY
MUSIC: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1859, alt. 8.7.8.7.D



The Sunday
Memorial Flower

The info below, as well as the sign-up
form, can be found on our website near
the Sunday worship information. Not
tech savvy? You may also call the office
at 518-463-4449 to sign up for flowers.

The form on the website is to request flowers for non-holiday Sunday flower
memorials. (Holiday flowers will be handled in season.)

Flowers at The First Church in Albany are provided by Louis Bower Bannister
at The Enchanted Florist & Gifts of Albany.

If you would like to dedicate a regular Sunday flower memorial, please submit a
request at least two weeks prior to the date you wish the memorial to be
published, as we finalize the bulletins in advance. If you have any questions, you
may call the office at 518-463-4449

Prayer,,

as of 4.21.26

\\ Indicates a new
request

Ongoing Needs

Current Joys & Concerns . Olivia Gaydushek

« For Jill Persons and family. Jill's mother passed
away on Tuesday in England

. For office manager Colleen, with an upcoming
health procedure

. For Deacon Becky Hudak and Steve, as they
travels to serve in Colorado over the summer.

. For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene

« For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her

GivéThanks

. For the work of CACC Overflow Shelter. Their
season is coming to an end and preparation for
next year will begin.

. For our coming together in worship, and the to
praise God

. The Church of today, and the Church of the future.

. Mia Westman

« For our broken world, may the example of
Jesus Christ lead us all to choose our
words and actions from hearts of love and
justice

. For the food insecure wrestling with loss of
benefits, and for pantries and food banks
as they try to fill the needs

. For those impacted by the ongoing war in
Iran and multiple skirmishes across the
globe, may we seek peace.

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4
Sundays. Please let the office or a member of
Consistory know if a concern needs to be kept on
after that.

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)



http://www.enchantedfloristalbany.net/

Wednesday
~-<11 30am 1}3‘m

Last One of the Seasen!

See you in thegEalll

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast
Liturgist: Peter Pagerey
Organist: Gloria Norton

Worship Tech: Joshua Bliss and
Stephen Reohr

CCLI License #463379;
One License #A-700689
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SMTWTTF S * Mediation
123456 \ : ,/ : Meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 ¥ pDa 10am-2pm
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2pm
2.8 3 4| . 6| de. 7 8 9
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N
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12:30pm
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5:30pm
Key: . x? e @ >
indoor c . Pantr Ce:erin
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‘"'1%'2',11" Coffee DriveinWorship  Lemonade TGN "gam’  11:30am  Prayer 12pm

Important Information: Colleen, our office manager, will be on vacation April 27—
May 1. The office will be closed on Monday and Friday that week. We are working
to get volunteers for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. If you are willing and

able, please touch base with Rev. Mast.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM MTG. 5:30PM
IN THE POWELL ROOM
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e
MEDIATION MTG. IN THE CHAPEL 10AM
CROP WALK MEET & GREET 2PM
- IN ZIMMERMAN HALL
= WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10AM

COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

THE OFFICE MANAGER WILL BE ON VACATION FROM 4/27 - 5/1
FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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