The First Church in Albany (RCA)
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles,
rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing
physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God
sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we
are loved.

Prelude Partita: “Built on the Rock”  Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)
Fantasia-Dialogue-Introspection-Elaboration

Tolling of Bell
Welcome & Announcements
Opening Blessing

Call to Worship

Leader: Out of a world of cut-throat competition, of winners-and-losers, and
too many left behind we come together.

People: The world’s ways are not our ways. The world’s ways are not
Christ’s ways.

Leader: Out of a world of hatred, violence, individualism, and life-taking power
we gather as Koinonia, as God’s people.

People: God’s ways are inclusive, expansive, and life-giving for all
peoples.

Leader: Come and worship the One whose love knows no limits! Swim and
splash in the cleansing waters of divine community! Resurrect your spirits
and souls in worship of the One!

People: Praise be to the Everlasting One!

*Opening Hymn “To God Be the Glory” #634 TO GOD BE THE GLORY
See p. 8



Call to Confession

We all err from doing God’s justice. When we confess our sins, we tell the
truth and admit our own power to enact injustice that harms others. Let us

pray:
Prayer of Confession (Unison)

God of compassionate mercy, your grace and love extend to all people.
We are called to forgive others, as you forgive us. Far too often,
however, we wield forgiveness like a weapon. We see others doing
wrong and feel haughty when we grant them grace. We call out the sins
of the powerful but fail to notice our own power. We become narrow in
our quest for truth, and ignore other people, in other rooms, crying out
for your justice. Help us search ourselves and seek forgiveness from
those we have made beg us for mercy. Connect us to others and guide
us to share power and grace as we follow you.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

Jesus promised his followers there are many rooms in a world filled with
God’s justice. When we speak truth to our own power, we make room for
God’s just world. This is the good news: God raised Jesus and made room for
us, calling us to live out of God’s forgiveness by making sure there is room for
all. Alleluia, Amen!

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Risen Christ,

you prepare a place for us, in the home of the Mother-and-Father of us all.
Draw us more deeply into yourself, through scripture read, water splashed,
bread broken, wine poured, so that when our hearts are troubled, we will
know you more completely as the way, the truth, and the life. Amen.



Scripture Reading Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O LORD, | seek refuge;
do not let me ever be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.
Incline your ear to me;
rescue me speedily.
Be a rock of refuge for me,
a strong fortress to save me.
You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
for your name’s sake lead me and guide me;
take me out of the net that is hidden for me,
for you are my refuge.
Into your hand | commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.

My times are in your hand;

deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Text 1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”

and
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“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon title “Here | Stand”

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

Profession of Faith - Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, He ascended into heaven,

creator of heaven and earth. and is seated at the right hand of the
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, Father.

our Lord. He will come again to judge the living
He was conceived by the power of and the dead.

the Holy Spirit | believe in the Holy Spirit,

and born of the Virgin Mary. the holy catholic Church,

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, the communion of saints,

was crucified, died, and was buried. the forgiveness of sins,

He descended to the dead. the resurrection of the body,

On the third day he rose again. and the life everlasting. Amen.

Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church,
please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering
as it goes by.

Offertory “Adagio” (from Fantaisie in C)
César Franck (1822-1890)



*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

Generous God, here are our gifts of time; here are our gifts of talents; here
are our gifts of money; building stones for Your Kingdom, awaiting shaping
and placing within Your loving purpose. Amen.

~The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper~

Eucharistic Hymn “O Lord My God” #625 HOW GREAT THOU ART
See p. 10

Meaning of the Sacraments
Invitation

Communion Prayer

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

The Mystery of Faith

Christ has died!
Christ has risen!
Christ will come again!

Communion
Distribution of Communion
Prayer of Intercession
Prayers offered



*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

“The Church’s One Foundation” #321 AURELIA

Seep. 12

*Sending Hymn

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude Intermezzo VI: “Poco vivace”

Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984)

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast
Liturgist: Ned Monthie
Organist: Alfred Fedak

Worship Tech: Joshua Bliss and
Stephen Reohr

CCLI License #463379;
One License #A-700689

Praye s, %,

\\ Indicates a new g,
as of 4.21.26 request Ongoing Needs

Current Joys & Concerns . Olivia Gaydushek

(&)« For Jill Persons and family. Jill's mother passed
, away on Tuesday in England
W, For office manager Colleen, with an upcoming
~ health procedure
(&« For Deacon Becky Hudak and Steve, as they
travels to serve in Colorado over the summer.
. For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene
« For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and
for her husband, Kent, as he supports her

GivéThanks
. For the work of CACC Overflow Shelter. Their

. Mia Westman
- For our broken world, may the example of

Jesus Christ lead us all to choose our
words and actions from hearts of love and
justice

. For the food insecure wrestling with loss of

benefits, and for pantries and food banks
as they try to fill the needs

. For those impacted by the ongoing war in

Iran and multiple skirmishes across the
globe, may we seek peace.

i i ; Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4
season is coming to an end and preparation for Sundays. Please let the office or a member of

next year will begin. : ;
. For our coming together in worship, and the to ang;s;gtaotry know if a concern needs to be kept on

praise God
« The Church of today, and the Church of the future.

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)
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O Lord My God

How Great Thou Art
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Refrain
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the peo - ple re - joice!
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and give him the glo - ry: great things he has done!
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This American gospel song became popular in England in the late 19th century, then returned to this country
in the mid-20th century with the Billy Graham crusades. Its continuing popularity may well be due to the
freedom from subjective considerations in its praise of God.

TEXT: Fanny Jane Crosby, 1875 TO GOD BE THE GLORY
MUSIC: William Howard Doane, 1875 11.11.11.11 with refrain
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To God Be the Glory
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Refrain
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*Author’s original words are “works,” “mighty,” and “shall I bow.”

This tuneful retelling of the salvation story began in Swedish and was translated into German and then into
Russian before reaching its English form. Despite such linguistic and musical revisions, it continues to be a
meaningful source of comfort to many people.

TEXT: Stuart K. Hine, 1953; Spanish trans. Arturo W. Hotton Rives, alt.; Korean trans. anon.

MUSIC: Swedish folk melody; adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1949

Text and Music © 1949 and 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust (U.5.A. print rights admin. Hope Publishing Company.
All other U.S.A. rights admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)

HOW GREAT THOU ART
11.10.11.10 with refrain
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The Church’s One Foundation 321
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5 Yet she on earth has un - ion with God, the Three in One,
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With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es, with ev - ery grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
like them, the meek and low - ly, may live e - ter - nal - ly.
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This hymn was one of twelve written by an English curate to affirm the articles of the Apostles’ Creed with
biblical allusions such as 1 Corinthians 3:11 here. Though not created for this text, the tune was joined to itin
1868, and the two have been inseparable ever since.

TEXT: Samuel John Stone, 1866, alt. AURELIA
MUSIC: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 7.6.7.6.D
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Joba (). Willey Memeorial

CROP HUNGER WALK

~ll ™

Itis not too late to support our Pantry Pacers. Using your phone’s camera, click on the QR code below and it will
take you directly to the donation page for our team. We should make our goal this year, but it would be grand to
go aboue and beyond to help stop hunger in our neighborhoods. Money raised by the Albany Crop Walk stays
right in the area. Our pantry benefits from this fundraiser every year. You may also visit the site by visiting

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/team/first-church-pantry-pacers
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The Sunday
Memorial Flower

The info below, as well as the sign-up
form, can be found on our website near
the Sunday worship information. Not
tech savvy? You may also call the office
at 518-463-4449 to sign up for flowers.

The form on the website is to request flowers for non-holiday Sunday
flower memorials. (Holiday flowers will be handled in season.)

Flowers at The First Church in Albany are provided by Louis Bower
Bannister at The Enchanted Florist & Gifts of Albany.

If you would like to dedicate a regular Sunday flower memorial, please
submit a request at least two weeks prior to the date you wish the

memorial to be published, as we finalize the bulletins in advance. If you
have any questions, you may call the office at 518-463-4449

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A COORDINATOR!

COMING SOON

OUR VOLUNTEERS
WILL BE
BACKIIN
JUNE

HOTDOGS
IN THE
PARK

STAY TUNED :
FOR DETAILS =
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We have a very detailed list of tasks
and procedures. It has worked so well
the last couple of summers. We just
need someone to steer the ship!

If you are interested in coordinating,
please reach out to Rev. Mast and he
will get you on the right track.

Like Soup & Sandwiches, this
Wednesday Outreach to our neighbors
is wonderful way to connect with our
neighbors and enjoy some delicious
summer dogs!
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CALENDAR 2026
OF EVENTS et
THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY * ® :. ' '
\/ ": ' ‘
« ."\ .
WORSHIP NTHE SANCTUARY  10AM
COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM
CROPWALK 12:30PM
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL, ALBANY
PANTRY 9AM
PRAYER SHAKL MTG. 11:30AM
IN THE POWELL ROOM
% CENTERING PRAYER NOON
IN THE POWELL ROOM
AA MEETING INTHE PARLOR ~ NOON
% PANTRY 9AM
HAPPY
WORSHIP INTHE SANCTUARY  10AM
COFFEE HOUR IN ZIMMERMAN HALL 10:45AM

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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