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The First 
Church in 

Albany 
(Reformed Church in 

America) 
 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made 
known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming 

and affirming 
community. The First 

Church in Albany 
includes young and 

old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of 
various races, 

ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual 

orientation and 
gender identities, 

differing physical and 
mental abilities, 
believers and 
seekers. We 

welcome into the full 
life of the church all 
those whom God 

sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit 

ourselves to breaking 
down dividing walls 

and building a 
community where we 

are loved. 

Prelude Reflection  
 

“Easter is one of those occasions in life when words 
prove poor vehicles to convey ideas. To grasp the full 
significance of Easter is beyond man’s apprehension—to 
express it in words, its meaning impossible… Scientists 
predict that some day instruments will be constructed so 
delicate that sound waves generated centuries ago will 
be heard. When we speak, sound waves are created that 
never entirely fade. Think how interesting it would be to 
have a receiver that could cause us to hear all the 
messages every preached from this pulpit. This pulpit 
has been in use since 1656… Suppose we had an 
instrument delicate enough to tune in. Would it be 
possible to summarize all the messages delivered from 
this pulpit in a single sentence? I believe it would. Here is 
my suggestion: ‘Easter is the conclusive proof that here 
in the midst of life God works.’ A very simple observation, 
yet an appreciation of this truth turns darkness into 
daylight, turns songs of weeping into joy, turns despair 
into hope, turns cowards into courageous warriors.” - 
Former First Church minister the Rev. Dr. F. Raymond 
Clee D.D. Litt.D.’s Easter sermon “The Royal Robe of 
God.” 

 

Today, we explicitly acknowledge the extensive history of 
this congregation, The First Church in Albany. We do so, 
not to distinguish ourselves from other Christians, nor 
sentimentally fawn over novelties in the past; rather, we 
do so to acknowledge, as Dr. Clee puts it, “a very simple 
observation”: God is at work here. Throughout the 
centuries and all its various iterations, First Church is 
here because God is up to something—God is up to  
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bringing Easter life to a people and their surrounding communities. For this, 
we are grateful to learn from those of past generations as we seek to faithfully 
partner with God and all that God is up to in our day and age. May our 
remembrance today not just acknowledge a human history, but a full history 
that tells of God’s work amongst us. - Rev. Trey Tirpak, Associate Minister 

 

Prelude      “Een Vaste Burg”  C. Kee
   
Tolling of the Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Based on Psalm 107 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 Amen. 
Leader: Give thanks to the Lord because God is good whose faithful love 
 lasts forever! 
People: Let the redeemed say that God is good and has delivered us 
 from trouble! 

Leader: Some wandered in desert wastelands; hungry and thirsty, their soul 
 fainted within them. 
People: But then they cried to the Lord in their trouble and God 
 delivered them from their distress, giving them water and food and 
 hope. 
Leader: Some sat in darkness and in gloom, prisoners in misery and in irons. 
People: But then they cried to the Lord in their trouble and God 
 delivered them from their distress, giving them forgiveness, light, and 
 hope. 
Leader: Some were shipwrecked and lost at sea, giving up life. 

People: But then they cried to the Lord in their trouble and God 
 delivered them from their distress, making the storm cease and 
 giving them hope. 
Leader: At the heart of human history is our saving God who hears our cries, 
 delivers us from distress, and gives us hope—let us praise this saving 
 God! 

 

Opening Hymn “At the Heart of Human History ” See p. 6 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Loving God, we confess how often we retreat into “our own lives,” 
avoiding the vulnerability that the community of Jesus requires. We've 
resisted connection, even when we’ve longed for it. Forgive us for 
giving into fear or holding too tightly to our pride. Send your Holy Spirit 
to empower us to love again and seek fellowship so we might more 
readily receive and give your grace. Amen.  
 

Time of silence 
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

 

Congregation of the Lord, hear the good news: Even when we drift apart, God 
draws us together. Through Christ, we are forgiven and are being reconciled, 
both to God and to one another. In this grace, we find unity, fellowship, and 
peace. . 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.  
    (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)  
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of all of our hearts, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and redeemer. Amen.  

 
 

Scripture Reading Psalm 133 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

  
 

Sermon Text John 21:1-19  
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon “Laughter is carbonated holiness”  

 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 

*Hymn of Response “Seeking Warmth from Charcoal Blazing” See p.7 
 
Profession of Faith §217 of “Fratelli Tutti”, a Papal Encyclical by Pope Francis, 
written to the whole world and all people of goodwill 
 

Social peace demands hard work, craftsmanship. It would be easier to keep 
freedoms and differences in check with cleverness and a few resources. But 
such a peace would be superficial and fragile, not the fruit of a culture of 
encounter that brings enduring stability.  
 
Integrating differences is a much more difficult and slow process, yet it is the  
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guarantee of a genuine and lasting peace. That peace is not achieved by 
recourse only to those who are pure and untainted, since “even people who 
can be considered questionable on account of their errors have something 
to offer which must not be overlooked.” Nor does it come from ignoring 
social demands or quelling disturbances, since it is not “a consensus on paper 
or a transient peace for a contented minority.”  

 

What is important is to create processes of encounter, processes that build a 
people that can accept differences. Let us arm our children with the weapons 
of dialogue! Let us teach them to fight the good fight of the culture of 
encounter! 
 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by.   
 

Offertory   ”Intonation on Psalm 42” J. Worp 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love to others, bringing 
hope and healing to a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails 
us. Amen.  
   

Prayers of the People  

 

Passing the Peace Before Communion 

 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body.” Colossians 3:15 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

*Eucharistic Hymn  “As We Gather at Your Table”  See p.8 
 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper Please see insert  

 

*Sending Hymn  “Blest Be The Tie That Binds”  See p.9 
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*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  “A Litany of Joy”  A. Fedak  
 
Note:  
First Church will be hosting our CROP Walk today, starting at 11:30 AM. Gather 
in Clee in Park for prayer and picture—all are welcome to the send off or to walk 
with us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2025 FCIA Officer Nominations 
 

Our Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, May 18 after worship (followed by a 
potluck lunch). The following names have been offered up for consideration: 

 
Elders—Zak Morton, Pete Pagerey 

 

Deacon—Jean Lamere  

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgists:  
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 
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