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Prelude    “Suite Modale for Flute & Piano”  
   (Movement II)       Ernest Bloch
  
   

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 
 Romans 15:13 

 

 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
 peace in believing, so that you may abound 
 in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 Amen.  
 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 89 

 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord 
 who made heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: Come, let us sing of the Lord’s 
 steadfast love! Let us proclaim God’s  
 faithfulness to all generations. 
People: We gather to worship the One 
 whose throne is established forever, 
 whose authority is righteous and just. 
Leader: The heavens praise your wonders, O 
 Lord! Who is like you, mighty God, ruling 

     over the seas and stilling the storm? 

People: You are our rock, our strength, 
 our King! Blessed are those who walk 
 in your light and trust in your name. 
Leader: Come, let us lift our voices in praise 
 to the Lord, whose power is unmatched 
 and whose love endures forever! 

 
*Opening Hymn:  
   “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

    See p. 5 
 

The First Church in Albany (Reformed Church in America) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, 

rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing 
physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God 

sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we 
are loved. 
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Call to Confession Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

In his letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul reminds us to live a life worthy 
of our calling. A life characterized by humility, patience, love, and gentleness. 
Through the strength of gentleness, we are to make “every effort to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Yet, we know that we don’t 
always live these gentle ways. Let us now confess our sin together, that we 
may open ourselves more fully to God’s transforming grace and gentleness. 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gentle God, we confess that too often we choose harshness instead of 
gentleness, mistaking it for strength. Forgive us. Help us see that the 
ways of humility, patience, love, and gentleness are true strength. Instill 
in our souls that gentleness is not about being docile, but about being 
grounded in your call on our lives.  
 

Time of silence and reflection  
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

Hear the good news: Because the Almighty is gentle, we are forgiven. As 
those called to live worthy of the calling from this powerful and gentle God, let 
us put aside our pride and harshness, embracing patience and love, unity and 
gentleness. For in doing so, we will know true power and peace.  
 

Song of Response “Stay Gentle” Brandi Carlile 
   Glenn Claydon, guitar & vocals 

Stay gentle, keep the eyes of a child 
Don’t harden your heart or your hands 
Know to find joy in the darkness is wise 
Although they will think you don’t     
   understand 
 
Don’t let the world make you callous 
Be ready to laugh 
No one’s forgotten about us 
There is light on your path 
 
Stay gentle, keep the eyes of a child 
And wear your heart on your sleeve 
Know to find joy in the darkness is wise 
Although they will think you are naïve 
 

Don’t let ‘em lower your shoulders 
Love ‘em more while they try 
Grow younger while you’re growin’  
   older 
Be amazed by the sky 
 
Darling, stay wild if you can 
The girl with the world in her hands 
The kingdom of Heaven belongs to a  
   boy 
While his worry belongs to a man 
 
Stay gentle, stay gentle 
The most powerful thing you can do 
Oh, gentle, unbreakable you 
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*Passing the Peace:  
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with 
Christ’s peace. 

 

Children’s Moment  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Merciful God, your desire for relationship with us is so great that you seek us 

in the places of our ignorance, and the forgotten corners where we hide in 
despair. Gather us into your loving embrace, and pour upon us your wise and 
holy Spirit, so that we may become faithful servants in whom you rejoice with 
all the company of heaven. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading 1 Tim 1: 12-17  
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Text Luke 15: 1-32  
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon  A Cosmic Joke  Abby Norton-Levering  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

 

 
 

Today’s Preacher 
 
 

Abby Norton-Levering has been the Regional Synod of 
Albany (RSA) Ministries Coordinator since 2013. Abby’s 
responsibilities include building trust, cooperation, and 
shared ministry among churches and classes within our 
regional synod, and connecting us to resources. Prior to 
her work for the RSA, Abby was a local church pastor 
and a hospital chaplain. When she’s not working, Abby 
enjoys storytelling, making music, sketching, painting, 
and meditatively drawing while listening to audiobooks. 
She lives in Niskayuna with her husband Bill, daughter 
Valerie, cat Ted, and dog Tia.  

 (Don’t forget  
to wave to  

those  
worshiping  
from home!) 
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*Hymn of Response  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  See p. 6 
 
Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of  

First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
the offering as it goes by.  

 

Offertory “Variations on AZMON” Alfred V. Fedak
  

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

 

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love, hope, and healing to 
a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.  
 

Service of Farewell & Godspeed   See insert  
 
*Sending Hymn  “Go My Children, With My Blessing”  See p 7 
 
*Charge & Blessing From the RCA Farewell and Godspeed Liturgy 

 

Now to him, who, by the power at work within us, is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  
 

Unto God’s gracious mercy we commit you.  
The Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord’s light and countenance 
be upon you and give you peace, both this day and forevermore. 
Amen. 

 

Postlude  “Suite Modale for Flute & Piano” (Movement III) 
    Ernest Bloch
      

Note: Please join us downstairs in Zimmerman Hall for a farewell reception! 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Preacher: Rev. Abby Norton Levering 
Liturgist(s): Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist(s): Al Fedak & Iteke Prins 
Vocalist(s): Sue Fedak 
 
 

Musician(s): Glenn Claydon, guitar & 
vocals; Eugene Sit, soloist; Jackie Wright, 
flute  
Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/12LYSENvw0REEJjTJ0u3poqYTpca397izBkpVLQWUPHc/edit?usp=sharing
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OPENING SENTENCES 
 

PASTOR-CONGREGATION LITANY 
 

Pastor: I thank you, my siblings in Christ, for the love, kindness, and 
support shown me these past four years. I am grateful for the ministry 
we have shared together. With joy I recall what we accomplished with 
God’s help, and with sadness those dreams not fulfilled. I ask your 
forgiveness for mistakes made and expectations not met.  
 

Congregation: We offer our forgiveness and celebrate all that God 
has accomplished among us. We are grateful for your ministry and 
for your influence on our lives. We ask your forgiveness for 
mistakes made and for expectations not met.  
 

Pastor: I receive your gratitude and forgive your shortcomings. I release 
you from the vows and promises made at my installation.  
 

Congregation: We release you from your promises to us, and we 
offer you our blessing as you leave to minister elsewhere.  

 

PRAYERS  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 
bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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