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Prelude                “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”            
    arr. Myra Hess 
   

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
 God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
 all.” Amen. II Corinthians 13:14 
 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 91) 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

Leader: People of God, who live in the shelter of the 
 Most High and abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
 say to the Lord: 
People: You are my refuge and my fortress, my 
 God, in whom I trust." 
Leader: God will deliver the beloved, and protect 
 those who revere God’s name. 
People: God will answer when they call, 
Leader: and be with them in trouble, 
People: and rescue and honor them. 
Leader: God will fill their years with satisfaction, and 
 save them from disaster. 
People: Let us worship God.  
 

*Opening Hymn  
   “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”   

    See p. 6 

 

The First Church in 
Albany (Reformed 

Church in America) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing 
in Ministry Today. 

 
In response to God’s 

unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we 

are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming 

community. The First 
Church in Albany 

includes young and old, 
families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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Prayer of Confession based on a prayer by EcoCongregation Scotland 
 

Loving God, 
you have chosen to live among us in flesh and blood, 
and you know all that it is to be human. 
We bring you the grandest of our human ingenuity 
and the basest of our failures. 
We offer to you the things which by accident turned out badly 
and the times we know the wrong and chose it anyway. 
In honesty we bring to you the damage we have done 
not only to other people but to the creation as well. 
We regret those times when we forgot 
how much you each person and each prayer, 
each decision made in love. 
We pray forgiveness for our bitterness, which is always a choice, 
and ask for your help with letting go of it 
and of everything to which we should cling no longer. 
In silence wait on the Good Word that we cannot take for granted 
but Whom in grace you send to us nonetheless.  
 

Time of silence and reflection  
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from 
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Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

 We will be presenting the FirstKIDS students with bibles 
  for the new year.  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Scripture Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-10; 17-19  
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Text Luke 16:19-31  
 

"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was 
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by 
his side. He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross 
from there to us.' He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my 
father's house-for I have five brothers-that he may warn them, so that they 
will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, 'They have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, 'No, father 
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He 
said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"  
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon  The Life that Is Life Indeed Rev. Paul G. Janssen  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “A Life That Is Life Indeed”  See p. 7 
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Profession of Faith 

 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “March of the Priests” arr. R. Metzdorff 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love, hope, and healing to 
a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People  
  

The Lord’s Prayer  

*Sending Hymn  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  See p 8 
 

*Charge & Blessing  
 

Postlude  “September: The Hunt” P. Tchaikovsky 
     
 
    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

We believe that God has revealed 
himself 

as the one who wishes to bring 
about justice and true peace 
among people. 

We believe that God, in a world 
full of injustice and enmity, 

is in a special way the God of the 
destitute, the poor and the 
wronged. 

We believe that God calls the 

church to follow him in this, 

for God brings justice to the op-
pressed and gives bread to the 
hungry. 

We believe that the church must 
witness against and strive against 

any form of injustice, so that jus-
tice may roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream. 
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Preacher: Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Liturgist(s): Norma Jean Ballou 
Pianists): Eugene Sit  
Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

 Note: Please join us downstairs in Zimmerman Hall for Coffee Hour! 
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Children’s Message & Blessing

We will be presenting the FirstKIDS students with bibles 
for the new year.

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-10; 17-19

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Text Luke 16:19-31

"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was 
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by 
his side. He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in
agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.' He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my
father's house-for I have five brothers-that he may warn them, so that they
will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, 'They have
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, 'No, father
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He 
said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon The Life that Is Life Indeed Rev. Paul G. Janssen

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

*Hymn of Response “A Life That Is Life Indeed” See p. 7 
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Prayer of Confession based on a prayer by EcoCongregation Scotland

Loving God,
you have chosen to live among us in flesh and blood,
and you know all that it is to be human.
We bring you the grandest of our human ingenuity 
and the basest of our failures. 
We offer to you the things which by accident turned out badly 
and the times we know the wrong and chose it anyway.
In honesty we bring to you the damage we have done 
not only to other people but to the creation as well. 
We regret those times when we forgot 
how much you each person and each prayer,
each decision made in love. 
We pray forgiveness for our bitterness, which is always a choice, 
and ask for your help with letting go of it 
and of everything to which we should cling no longer.
In silence wait on the Good Word that we cannot take for granted 
but Whom in grace you send to us nonetheless. 

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.

(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from 
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Prelude “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”  
arr. Myra Hess 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen. II Corinthians 13:14

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 91)

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made
heaven and earth. Amen.

Leader: People of God, who live in the shelter of the 
Most High and abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
say to the Lord: 

People: You are my refuge and my fortress, my 
God, in whom I trust." 

Leader: God will deliver the beloved, and protect
those who revere God’s name. 

People: God will answer when they call, 
Leader: and be with them in trouble, 
People: and rescue and honor them. 
Leader: God will fill their years with satisfaction, and

save them from disaster.
People: Let us worship God. 

*Opening Hymn 
“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

See p. 6 

The First Church in 
Albany (Reformed 

Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing
in Ministry Today. 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we 

are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming 

community. The First 
Church in Albany 

includes young and old, 
families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us.

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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