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The First Church 
in Albany 

(Reformed Church 
in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to 
God’s unconditional 
love for all people 
made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a 
welcoming and 

affirming 
community. The 
First Church in 
Albany includes 
young and old, 

families, couples 
and singles, rich 

and poor, persons 
of various races, 

ethnicities, 
backgrounds, 

sexual orientation 
and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 
abilities, believers 
and seekers. We 
welcome into the 

full life of the church 
all those whom God 
sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down 
dividing walls and 

building a 
community where 

we are loved. 

 

Prelude      
  
                                    J.S. Bach
   Prelude on OLD HUNDREDTH          Piet Post 
   

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing “The grace of the 
 Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  
 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 100 
 

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made  
  heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

 Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve 
  the Lord with gladness; 
      come into God’s  presence with singing. 
 People: Know that the Lord is God; it is God who made 
  us, and we are the Lord’s! 

 Leader: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and the Lord’s 
  courts with praise. Give thanks to the Lord; bless God’s 
  name! 
 People: For the Lord is good and God’s steadfast love 
  endures forever to all generations! 

 Leader: So, all people who dwell on the earth, rise and sing 
  of the Lord’s goodness! 
 

*Opening Hymn “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  See p. 6   
 

*This is probably the oldest continuously sung congregational 
song in North America. 
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Call to Confession 
 

Now that we have entered God’s courts with praise and approached the 
Lord’s presence and throne, we come to realize we are in need of grace. As a 
communion of saints, let us confess our sin to God and one another, so we 
might open ourselves to even more of God’s goodness and grace.  

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, you are the overflowing source of all goodness, and we confess 
that we forget there is goodness in your world and church. Too often we 
live as though your love is scarce and your grace is limited. Forgive us. 
Grant us vision to see your goodness shining like diamonds in the 
rough. Give us eyes to see neighbors and fellow saints, not as enemies, 
but as companions in your grace. Renew our strength to run with 
perseverance in this race of faith, fixing our eyes on Jesus and 
reflecting your goodness to the world and church. It is in his name we 
pray. Amen. 
 

Time of silence and reflection  
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

By faith, the saints endured. By Christ, we are forgiven. Lift your eyes to 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, and run free in his grace, for 
Christ has fulfilled the law with his perfect sacrificial love.  
 

So, surrounded by this great cloud of witnesses who cheers us on, let us 
throw off every weighty burden and run with perseverance this race of faith, 
reflecting God’s goodness to the world and church. In so doing, we will know 
Christ’s peace. 
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*Passing the Peace:  
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with 
Christ’s peace. 

 

Children’s Moment Pom-Poms & Cheers  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Risen Jesus, open us to your Word. Fix our eyes on you, so we run with 
perseverance and won’t miss out on your grace. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-9 | “The Shema” 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Text Hebrews 12:1-8; 10-15 (CEB) 
 

So then, with perseverance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of 
us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw 
off any burden, get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on Jesus, 
faith’s pioneer and perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for 
the sake of the joy that was laid out in front of him, and sat down at the right 
side of God’s throne. 
 

Think about the one who endured such opposition from sinners so that you 
won’t be discouraged and you won’t give up. In your struggle against sin, you 
haven’t resisted yet to the point of shedding blood, and you have forgotten the 
encouragement that addresses you as children: 

 

My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline 
    or give up when you are corrected by him, 
because the Lord disciplines whomever he loves, 
     and he punishes every child whom he accepts. 

 

Bear hardship for the sake of discipline. God is treating you like his children! 
For what child isn’t disciplined by their parent? But if you don’t experience 
discipline, which happens to all children, then you are illegitimate and not real 
children. Our human parents disciplined us for a little while, as it seemed best 
to them, but God does it for our benefit so that we can share his holiness. No 
discipline is fun while it lasts, but it seems painful at the time. Later, however, 
it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness for those who have been trained 
by it. 
 

So strengthen your drooping hands and weak knees! Make straight paths for 
your feet so that if any part is immobile, it will be healed rather than injured 
more seriously. Pursue the goal of peace among everyone—and holiness as 
well, because no one will see the Lord without it. Make sure that no one 
misses out on God’s grace. Make sure that no root of bitterness grows up that 
might cause trouble and pollute many people. 

 
 
 

 (Don’t forget  
to wave to  

those  
worshiping  
from home!) 
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Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  Perseverance is a gift of grace from God  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Fight The Good Fight ”  See p. 7 
 

Profession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Question & Answer #55 
 

Q. What do you understand by “the communion of saints”? 
 

A. First, that believers one and all, as members of this community, share 
in Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. 
 

Second, that each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts 
readily and joyfully for the service and enrichment of the other 
members. 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of  
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
the offering as it goes by.  

 

Offertory Prelude on “Rhosymedre”     Ralph Vaughan Williams   
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Hymn “Come to the Table of Grace”  See p. 8 
 

For those who would like to sit at the center aisle table, please do so now. 
 

~ The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper ~ 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

Mystery of the Faith 

Christ has died! 
Christ has risen! 
Christ will come again! 

Celebration of Communion 

Intercession 

We, indeed, praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your Table. 
Grateful for this gift and mindful of the communion of your saints, here and in 
all places, we offer to you our prayers for all people: 

Prayers offered 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn “Go to the World” See p. 9 

*Charge & Blessing

“Fanfare” Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens Postlude: 

Note: Join us after worship in Zimmerman Hall for coffee & fellowship.

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Audrey Ming 
Organist: Al Fedak 
Vocalist: Sue Fedak 
Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 



6 

 

7 

 



6 

 

7 

 



8 

 

5 

 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 

Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Mystery of the Faith 
 

Christ has died! 
Christ has risen! 
Christ will come again! 

 

Celebration of Communion 
 

Intercession 
 

We, indeed, praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your Table. 
Grateful for this gift and mindful of the communion of your saints, here and in 
all places, we offer to you our prayers for all people: 

 

Prayers offered 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn  “Go to the World”  See p. 9 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude:  “Fanfare”  Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens 
 
Note: 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Audrey Ming 
Organist: Al Fedak 
Vocalist: Sue Fedak 
Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr 
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Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  Perseverance is a gift of grace from God  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Fight The Good Fight ”  See p. 7 
 

Profession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Question & Answer #55 
 

Q. What do you understand by “the communion of saints”? 
 

A. First, that believers one and all, as members of this community, share 
in Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. 
 

Second, that each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts 
readily and joyfully for the service and enrichment of the other 
members. 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of  
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
the offering as it goes by.  

 

Offertory Prelude on “Rhosymedre”     Ralph Vaughan Williams   
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Hymn “Come to the Table of Grace”  See p. 8 
 

For those who would like to sit at the center aisle table, please do so now. 
 

~ The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper ~ 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*Passing the Peace:  
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with 
Christ’s peace. 

 

Children’s Moment Pom-Poms & Cheers  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Risen Jesus, open us to your Word. Fix our eyes on you, so we run with 
perseverance and won’t miss out on your grace. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-9 | “The Shema” 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Text Hebrews 12:1-8; 10-15 (CEB) 
 

So then, with perseverance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of 
us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw 
off any burden, get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on Jesus, 
faith’s pioneer and perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for 
the sake of the joy that was laid out in front of him, and sat down at the right 
side of God’s throne. 
 

Think about the one who endured such opposition from sinners so that you 
won’t be discouraged and you won’t give up. In your struggle against sin, you 
haven’t resisted yet to the point of shedding blood, and you have forgotten the 
encouragement that addresses you as children: 

 

My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline 
    or give up when you are corrected by him, 
because the Lord disciplines whomever he loves, 
     and he punishes every child whom he accepts. 

 

Bear hardship for the sake of discipline. God is treating you like his children! 
For what child isn’t disciplined by their parent? But if you don’t experience 
discipline, which happens to all children, then you are illegitimate and not real 
children. Our human parents disciplined us for a little while, as it seemed best 
to them, but God does it for our benefit so that we can share his holiness. No 
discipline is fun while it lasts, but it seems painful at the time. Later, however, 
it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness for those who have been trained 
by it. 
 

So strengthen your drooping hands and weak knees! Make straight paths for 
your feet so that if any part is immobile, it will be healed rather than injured 
more seriously. Pursue the goal of peace among everyone—and holiness as 
well, because no one will see the Lord without it. Make sure that no one 
misses out on God’s grace. Make sure that no root of bitterness grows up that 
might cause trouble and pollute many people. 

 
 
 

 (Don’t forget  
to wave to  

those  
worshiping  
from home!) 
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Call to Confession 
 

Now that we have entered God’s courts with praise and approached the 
Lord’s presence and throne, we come to realize we are in need of grace. As a 
communion of saints, let us confess our sin to God and one another, so we 
might open ourselves to even more of God’s goodness and grace.  

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, you are the overflowing source of all goodness, and we confess 
that we forget there is goodness in your world and church. Too often we 
live as though your love is scarce and your grace is limited. Forgive us. 
Grant us vision to see your goodness shining like diamonds in the 
rough. Give us eyes to see neighbors and fellow saints, not as enemies, 
but as companions in your grace. Renew our strength to run with 
perseverance in this race of faith, fixing our eyes on Jesus and 
reflecting your goodness to the world and church. It is in his name we 
pray. Amen. 
 

Time of silence and reflection  
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 
 

By faith, the saints endured. By Christ, we are forgiven. Lift your eyes to 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, and run free in his grace, for 
Christ has fulfilled the law with his perfect sacrificial love.  
 

So, surrounded by this great cloud of witnesses who cheers us on, let us 
throw off every weighty burden and run with perseverance this race of faith, 
reflecting God’s goodness to the world and church. In so doing, we will know 
Christ’s peace. 
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In response to 
God’s unconditional 
love for all people 
made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a 
welcoming and 

affirming 
community. The 
First Church in 
Albany includes 
young and old, 

families, couples 
and singles, rich 

and poor, persons 
of various races, 

ethnicities, 
backgrounds, 

sexual orientation 
and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 
abilities, believers 
and seekers. We 
welcome into the 

full life of the church 
all those whom God 
sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down 
dividing walls and 

building a 
community where 

we are loved. 

 

Prelude      
  
                                    J.S. Bach
   Prelude on OLD HUNDREDTH          Piet Post 
   

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing “The grace of the 
 Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  
 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 100 
 

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made  
  heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

 Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve 
  the Lord with gladness; 
      come into God’s  presence with singing. 
 People: Know that the Lord is God; it is God who made 
  us, and we are the Lord’s! 

 Leader: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and the Lord’s 
  courts with praise. Give thanks to the Lord; bless God’s 
  name! 
 People: For the Lord is good and God’s steadfast love 
  endures forever to all generations! 

 Leader: So, all people who dwell on the earth, rise and sing 
  of the Lord’s goodness! 
 

*Opening Hymn “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  See p. 6   
 

*This is probably the oldest continuously sung congregational 
song in North America. 
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