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 First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org   

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship 
 

Our tongues have power— 

Power to heal and bring life. 

Wield it and be free. 
 

Prelude  “Partita on SLANE” C. Callahan 
 

Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 
  

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen. II Corinthians 13:14  

 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 1  
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 

Leader: Happy are those who do not follow the 
advice of the wicked, 

People: but their delight is in the law of the Lord. 

Leader: They are like trees planted by streams of 
water. 

People: They yield fruit in season, and their 
leaves do not wither. 

Leader: The Lord watches over the way of the 
righteous. 

People: The Lord makes the righteous prosper. 

Leader: Let us worship the Lord! 

 
The First Church in 

Albany 
(Reformed Church in 

America) 
 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us in 
Jesus Christ, we are called 

to be a welcoming and 
affirming community. The 

First Church in Albany 
includes young and old, 

families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, 

sexual orientation and 
gender identities, differing 

physical and mental abilities, 
believers and seekers. We 
welcome into the full life of 
the church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered in 

Christ, we commit ourselves 
to breaking down dividing 

walls and building a 
community where we are 

loved. 

Welcome back to Indoor Worship!!!                            Sunday, September 22, 2024                             
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*Opening Hymn  “Be Thou My Vision”      (see insert)
  

Call to Confession 
 

Leader: Today, the letter of James teaches us that our inner struggles often 
fuel our outward conflicts. Let us come before God to confess this, and ask 
for wisdom and peace so we might live anew.  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious Lord, the letter of James reminds us that our quarrels 
sometimes arise from unchecked unease within us. We confess to 
acting impulsively when we feel agitated, and sometimes we allow our 
discomfort to keep us from acting altogether. In your love, forgive us, 
and teach us to seek your wisdom so that we might live humbly in 
harmony with others. Amen.  

 

Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Leader: Friends of Jesus, in Christ we start to notice our inner discomfort, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit within us, we come to know a peace that 
surpasses all understanding. Live in Christ, and be set free to speak words of 
life.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise if able and spend a few moments greeting one another.  

 

Children’s Message & Blessing Today is the first day of our children’s 
 programming with our Senior Minister.  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Jesus, you are the Word and Wisdom of God. Show up today in the 
preaching and receiving of the word. Change our words and worlds. In 
your name we pray. Amen.  
 

Scripture Reading Excerpts from Proverbs 
 

“The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked 
conceals violence.”   - Proverbs 10:11  
 

“Rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings 
healing.”  - Proverbs 12:18  
 

“Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the 
bones.”  - Proverbs 16:24  

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon Text  James 3:13-4:3 

 

Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are good 
with a humble lifestyle that comes from wisdom. However, if you have bitter 
jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, then stop bragging and living in 
ways that deny the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above. Instead, it is from the earth, natural and demonic. Wherever there is 
jealousy and selfish ambition, there is disorder and everything that is evil. 
What of the wisdom from above? First, it is pure, and then peaceful, gentle, 
obedient, filled with mercy and good actions, fair, and genuine. Those who 
make peace sow the seeds of justice by their peaceful acts. 
 

What is the source of conflict among you? What is the source of your 
disputes? Don’t they come from your cravings that are at war in your own 
lives? You long for something you don’t have, so you commit murder. You are 
jealous for something you can’t get, so you struggle and fight. You don’t have 
because you don’t ask. You ask and don’t have because you ask with evil 
intentions, to waste it on your own cravings. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon  Words, Worlds, & Wisdom 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Though I May Speak”  
 

Profession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 105-107 
 

Q: What is God’s will for you in the sixth commandment? 

A: I am not to belittle, hate, insult, or kill my neighbor—not by my 
 thoughts, my words, my look or gesture, and certainly not by actual 
 deeds—and I am not to be party to this in others; rather, I am to put 
 away all desire for revenge. I am not to harm or recklessly endanger 
 myself either. 
 

Q: Does this commandment refer only to murder? 

A: By forbidding murder, God teaches us that he hates the root of 
 murder: envy, hatred, anger, vindictiveness. In God’s sight, all such 
 are disguised forms of murder. 
 

Q: So, is it enough then that we do not murder our neighbor in any such way? 

A: By condemning envy, hatred, and anger God wants us to love our 
 neighbors as ourselves, to be patient, peace-loving, gentle, merciful, 
 and friendly toward them, to protect them from harm as much as we 
 can, and to do good even to our enemies. 
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Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “All Praise to You, Jesus Christ”  
   Ancient melody, ca 1400 Arr. Gatterman 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

*Sending Hymn “God, Be The Love to Search and Keep Me”          (see insert) 

 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
May the Lord smile toward you, and give you peace. 

 

Postlude  “Toccato on HYFRYDOL” 
 
   
 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Cameron Carley 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Note: Come down to Zimmerman Hall for a time of 
refreshment and conversation as we catch up on the 
summer’s happenings at First Church and in each other's 
lives! 
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