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Prelude“Variation 13 from “The Goldbergs”   
    J.S. Bach   
    

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 
 

Here at the feast of God’s holy word and holy 
meal, eyes and ears are opened so that we may 
all be made glad and filled with hope. 

 

Call to Worship  
 

 Votum: I was glad when they said unto me, let us 
  go into the house of the Lord.  Amen. 

 People: God has lavished us with every  
  perfect gift from above and called us to  
  living intimacy through the beloved one,  
  Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Jas. 1:17, Song  
  2:10) 
 

*Opening Hymn   
   “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  



 

Prayer of Confession & Call New Living 
 

God of favor, we have not been true to you. 
You have chosen the poor in the world, but 
we have dishonored them. You plead the 
cause of the afflicted, but we crush them. We 
have not loved our neighbor as 
ourselves.  We have chosen to uphold cast 
systems over systems of kindness.  We have 
favored the rich and despised the poor.  We 
have dismissed the needy with empty 
words.  Soften our hearts and purge our 
hearts. Heal our unbelief and turn us back to 
you. Amen.  

 

*Passing the Peace (during the passing of the 
 peace, children please come forward for a 
 message and blessing.) 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a honk of 
 the horn and hand-sign of peace. 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
  

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Bread of the world in mercy broken, 
Wine of the soul in mercy shed,  

By whom the words of life were spoken, 
And in whose death our sins are dead. 

 

Sermon Text    Mark 7:24-37  
 

  
 

 
 
 

beep 

beep 



 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
  

I want to let you know that the NY State 
Council of Churches trip to Israel-Palestine, 
originally planned for September, has been 
rescheduled for April 22 - May 1, 2025. Attached 
is a flyer with information. If you are thinking 
of participating and/or would like more 
information, please let me know. 
  

I am also writing to let you know that I will be 
joining another faith leaders’ delegation to 
Palestine-Israel in a few weeks. This one is 
being organized by Christians for a Ceasefire in 
response to a call from Palestinian 
Christians who are asking their fellow 
Christians “to join us here, to pray with us, to 
walk with us, and to stand with us in our 
struggle for justice and peace.” The delegation 
will be led by staff from the Sabeel Ecumenical 
Liberation Theology Center in Jerusalem. Sabeel 
is also helping to coordinate another larger 
interfaith delegation with Rabbis for a 
Ceasefire later in August. 
We will be meeting with human rights and 
faith based organizations within Palestinian 
and Israeli communities. We also hope to meet 
with families of both Israeli and Palestinian 
hostages. 
  

You can learn more (and if you choose, make 
donation to Sabeel to help support such 
delegations) here: https://www.zeffy.com/en-
US/team/2661990a-eb83-4e77-967e-
347d6f195051 
  
Feel free to share information about the NY 
State Council of Churches trip with others who 
may be interested, but for security reasons 
please use your discretion in sharing 
information about the August peace 
delegations. 
  
Sincerely, John (Paarlberg) 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  Knock Again  
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 
*Offertory & Eucharistic Hymn 
   “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken”  
 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give our thanks to the Lord our 
 God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and 
 praise. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Please Sing) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn 
 ”When We Must Bear Persistent Pain” 

 
   
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g-vRgLG-RZJ9Ea2U2rLAgwABOrxS-tt2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g-vRgLG-RZJ9Ea2U2rLAgwABOrxS-tt2/view
https://sabeel.org/
https://sabeel.org/
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/team/2661990a-eb83-4e77-967e-347d6f195051
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/team/2661990a-eb83-4e77-967e-347d6f195051
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/team/2661990a-eb83-4e77-967e-347d6f195051


 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

 Favored by the excellent name of Jesus Christ 
 our Savior and Lord, share your bread with the 
 poor, advocate for the afflicted, show your faith 
 in acts of kindness, love your neighbor as 
 yourself. 
 

 Seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
 God. 
     

*Postlude“Song Without Words” in F Major 
    F. Mendelssohn 
  
Note: You are invited to partake of our Lemonade 
 Lull in Clee Park after worship and enjoy 
 fellowship with your church family. Next week, 
 there will be a Joint Board Meeting after 
 Lemonade Lull. 
 
 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Keyboard: Eugene Sit 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Glenn Claydon,  
 vocalist  
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 
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Prayer of Confession & Call New Living 

God of favor, we have not been true to you. 
You have chosen the poor in the world, but 
we have dishonored them. You plead the 
cause of the afflicted, but we crush them. We 
have not loved our neighbor as 
ourselves.  We have chosen to uphold cast 
systems over systems of kindness.  We have 
favored the rich and despised the poor.  We 
have dismissed the needy with empty 
words.  Soften our hearts and purge our 
hearts. Heal our unbelief and turn us back to 
you. Amen.

*Passing the Peace (during the passing of the
peace, children please come forward for a 
message and blessing.)

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a honk of 

the horn and hand-sign of peace.
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Prayer for Illumination  
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By whom the words of life were spoken,
And in whose death our sins are dead.
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