
1 

 

 

 

Radio Station: 87.9 
 

Prelude: “Andante” Piano Sonata No.5, K.283, by W.A. Mozart  
 
Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  

 

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is 
from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8   
 

Call to Worship  
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who 
 made heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

    Leader: The world wagers on fear.  
 

 People: We bet on love!  
 

    Leader: The world underwrites division.  
 

 People: We dare to invest in love!  
 

    Leader: The world trades with pessimism. 
 

    People: We bank on Christ’s love!  
 

    Leader: Let us sing to the God who is love, and 
           whose love changes how we live together!  

 

*Opening Hymn: “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (p. 4) 



2 

 

Call to Confession 
 

The Apostle Paul says that “Love is patient; love 
is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of 
wrongs; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  

 
Prayer of Confession  

 

God of Love, we confess that love is hard. It 
asks more of us than we want to give. Love 
stretches us, humbles us, and even sometimes 
breaks us. Yet your relentless, steadfast love 
keeps calling us to bet on love again. 
Empower us in the days to come to take the 
risk of love again and again. Amen.  
 

Call to New Living 
 

Beloved, take heart: Jesus bet everything on love 
and won. He bore all things, believed all things, 
and endured even death so that love would have 
the final word. In Christ, you’re forgiven. 
 

And in Christ, your bet on love will pay off. So, 
take the risk with your life and bet on love.  
 

For Christ says, “Those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake will find it. For what will it profit them 
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their 
life?” 
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*Passing the Peace (during the passing of the peace, 
     children please come forward for a message and blessing.) 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with a honk 
           of the horn and a hand-sign of peace.  
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

God, in the hearing of your Word, reveal 
what love is, so by the power of the Spirit, 
we might love like you. Amen.  

 

Sermon Text  1 Corinthians 13 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon  What to bet on: Bet on love  
 

Prayers of the People 

*Offertory & Sending Hymn:   
   

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (p. 5) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

*Postlude: “Song Without Words” in C Major, 
                    Op 102 No 6, by Felix Mendelssohn  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day  
our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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"Oh don't go tell me that the best that you had is behind 
 

And don't believe them  
 when they tell you you're out of  your mind 
 

Your obligation is to work out  
 what's right and what's wrong 
 

Our great obsession  
 is to end up just where we belong… 
 

So bet on love, bet on beauty, 
 On the chance to rise again" 
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Worship Leadership 
Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Imani Brewer 

Keyboardist: Eugene Sit 
Audio/Video: Joshua Bliss,  
           Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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The First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl Street, Albany NY 
12207 
518-463-4449 
www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 


